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Women were an integral part
of the work force even during
the early years of the
institution

Standard 1: Mission, Goals and
Objectives

The institution has a clearly defined mission that is appropriate to
higher education as well as its own specific educational role. The
mission statement serves as the foundation for institutional opera-
tions, programs, and activities. Statements of the goals and pro-
gram objectives specify how the institution will fulfill its mission.

Analysis

Defining and Maintaining the Mission

On August 30, 1900, less than one month before God’s Bible School and
College was to begin its first classes, its founder, Martin Wells Knapp,
published his purposes for establishing it. The “object of the school” cen-
tered emphatically in these major goals, as the 47-year-old
Methodist clergyman insisted: “to obediently, prayerfully,
intelligently, and perseveringly study the Bible . . . ; to
teach how to effectively transmit Bible truth to other
people; . . . [and] especially to prepare workers for the
evangelistic field . . . and city and foreign mission work”
(ARCH-1).

Knapp’s words continue to express why GBSC exists: to
educate students in Holy Scripture, to train them to “trans-
mit” its truth to others, and to prepare them for effective
ministry in Christ’s Church. Dramatic changes have
occurred in curriculum and technique since that Thursday
over a century ago when 72 students appeared before the first faculty—one
man and two women—for “recitations” in Bible, grammar, orthography,
penmanship, reading and music (ARCH-2, p. 14). But the goals so carefully
crafted by the college’s founder are still foundational to its mission.

That mission is now expressed in clear, contemporary language in officially
adopted statements that emphasize these historic themes and also clarify the
ramifications intrinsic to them. Such statements, as the college emphasizes,
are not mere ceremonial documents, revered but ignored, but rather vigorous
and controlling expressions of what God’s Bible School and College has
always been and what it continues to be today. For this reason, the college’s
publicly stated mission, as well as its subsidiary documents explaining
GBSC’s supporting goals and objectives, is a lofty standard of purpose and
integrity, continually reminding the Board of Trustees, administration,
faculty, staff, and students of the overriding purpose of its existence.

Although earlier published statements of the institution’s foundational
commitments lacked the succinct precision of its current documents, they did
enunciate a pervasive sense of overarching mission. In issue after issue of the
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college’s periodical, God’s Revivalist, in catalogs, and in other promotional
publications, that mission was clearly and sometimes powerfully stated. For
example, an expensively produced GBSC “view book,” undated, but distrib-
uted during the administration of President Meredith G. Standley (1911-
1950), declared that “the Bible has been, is, and shall forever be, the princi-
pal textbook in the training of students at God’s Bible School.” The college
authorities insisted, moreover, that the originating commitment to train those

students “to become ministers of the Gospel of Jesus, evangelists, missionar- Rev. Jack Bimbef.

ies, pastors, teachers and lay workers” had remained “prominent among the Alumnus/Pastor & Adjunct

ideals of the institution, widened, extended and applied to the complex life of “In being affiliated with GBSC

today” (ARCH-3). in several capacities for the
past 61 years, | recognize the

In 1990 the Board of Trustees adopted an official “mission statement” that same ambience of desire to

educate with a difference and

reflected the institution’s mission and purpose since its founding. This )
to demonstrate a holy life.”

declaration was replaced late in the same decade by one similar to the
statement that appears in the current Catalog. The faculty gave approval to
the present form on May 8, 2003, and the Board of Trustees adopted it on
May 26, 2003, as the official Mission Statement of God’s Bible School and
College. It is as follows:

God’s Bible School and College seeks to glorify God and to serve His Church by
providing higher education centered in Holy Scripture and shaped by Wesleyan
conviction, thus preparing faithful servants to proclaim Jesus Christ and spread
scriptural holiness throughout the world.

In clear and unmistakable terms, this Mission Statement declares
that GBSC’s overriding purpose is “to glorify God and serve His
Church” by offering a collegiate education marked by two
distinctives. First, its education is “centered in Holy Scripture” as its
essential core. Obviously, this is what has marked GBSC as a Bible
college since its inception. Second, the education provided is
“shaped by Wesleyan conviction” as the college’s specific theologi-
cal emphasis within the broad perspective of Christian orthodoxy.
This is the lens through which the Bible has always been seen and,
therefore, taught at the college.

GBSC’s Mission Statement then declares that the “higher educa-
tion” which it offers should prepare students to enter ministry
committed (1) to declaring the “good news” of Christ’s redemption and (2) to Early Revivalist announcing
spreading “scriptural holiness,” historic Methodist (or Wesleyan) terminol- the founding of the insfitution
ogy which means that Christ’s redemption embraces both individual lives
and societal structures. The college submits that its present statement clearly
echoes these elements of Knapp’s original emphasis: to educate students in
Holy Scripture, to train them to “transmit” its truth to others, and to prepare
them for effective ministry in the Church.

As in the past, the institution will continue its process of thoughtful examina-
tion and articulation. “God’s Bible School and College evaluates its mission
statement every two or three years,” according to President Michael Avery.
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“These evaluations are done by the Boardiraktees, th&dministrative
Committee, and thet&tegic Planning Committee The Mission $atement

is one item on the institutiom’'Schedule of Revisions (AA-7), ensuring that it
receives regulascheduled review

GBSC sees as important a continuing fidelity to its long-held mis$idrile

the statemend’form has been shaped over the years, its center has remained
the same.The institution is committed to maintaining this same level of
commitment in the future.

Communicating the Mission

God’s Bible School and College is a focused Christian institution that widely
and emphatically declares its basic convictions and expectations. For more
than 100 years, its mission has been published iGtiuks Revivalist

declared from chapel, camp meeting, and convention pulpits; and under
scored in printed and spoken promotional presentations. For much of this
time, the college has been “at the heart of the holiness movement,” exercis-
ing profound and global influence through its alumni, as demonstrated during
its centenary celebrations in 2000. In the traditiddasleyan circles from

which the college draws its Board, administration, facsligf, and most
students, there is little misunderstanding about either the anchoring commit-
ments or the forthright direction of the institution.

In specific ways, the institution makes its Missidat&ment,

as well as the subsidiary documents that support, reinforce and
explain it, accessible to the public, especially to its students
and prospective students and their familidse Catalog,

which is widely distributed in printed form and continually
available on the collegewebsite, includes the Mission
Statement, Institutional Goals, and Institutional Objectives.

The Mission atement also stands alone on the website at
http://www.gbs.edu/ mission_statement.html.

Two other campus publications contain similar information.
The Sudent Handbookublishes both the MissiorteBement
and Institutional Goals (SA-3), while tliamployee Handbook

The Mission Statement is no
only an &ite decoration, but &
constant reminder about why
GBSC exists

includes the Missiont&tement, th&/ision Satement (together
with a rather extensive explanation of it), the Cdatues,
Institutional Goals, andt&dent-Centered Objectives of the Institution in its
opening section, “Introduction and General Information” (pp. 1-7) (PERS-1).

Moreover the Mission &tement is attractively framed and prominently
displayed in thédcock Chapel and in other public areas on campus and is
included periodically in media presentations prior to chapel services, which
both students and faculty are required to attend. Similar but smaller framed
copies have been placed in campudies$, and faculty and sfdfave been
encouraged to review and reflect upon tteteSnent.Also, Gods Revivalist

the colleges principal public relations tool, published nine times each year
has begun to include the Missiotatement in each of its issues.
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