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Biographical History: William Baxter Godbey was born in Pulaski County, Kentucky, on June 3,
1833. He was raised in a Methodist home. Godbey experienced his moment of conversion in
November, 1849 (age 16).

In 1853 the Kentucky Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South licensed William
Godbey to preach. Godbey taught in various public schools, preached and later studied at
Georgetown College (graduating in 1859). From 1859-1869 he served as president of Harmonia
College in Boyle County, Kentucky. He also preached to the Perryville Circuit during this same
period. Godbey was admitted to the Kentucky Conference as a full member in 1868 and was
entirely sanctified in December of the same year. Godbey served as a presiding elder and pastor
in Kentucky for the next two decades.

W. B. Godbey married America Emma Durham (1839-1915) in 1860. They had eight children.
The only child to survive into adulthood was daughter Effie Orpha (1873-1906), who married
Rev. F. M. Hill (1864-1908), a minister in the Kentucky Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South. In 1883 and 1884 he expanded his ministry to Missouri and Texas but in 1918
Godbey was re-admitted to the Kentucky Conference. Godbey died on September 12, 1920.

Source: Adapted from the biography of Bridwell Library, Perkins School of Theology, Southern
Methodist University. Available at http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/smu/00211/smu-
00211.html

Collection Summary: This study collection consists of several booklets dating between 1891
and 1919 written by the Rev. William Baxter Godbey, D.D. (1833-1920). The Rev. Godbey was a
leading figure of the holiness movement.

Title: Booklets of W. B. Godbey

Span Dates: ???7?-??7?

Bulk Dates: (???7?)

Creator:

Extent: 2.6 Linear Feet

Language: Collection material in English
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Abstract: A collection of several small booklets covering with issues of holiness, salvation and
other issues related to Christian living dating between written by the Rev. William Baxter
Godbey, D.D. (1833-1920).
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