


BE KIND, BE NICE 
 

 
“These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded 

them, saying, Go…. And as ye go, preach, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have re-
ceived, freely give.” —Matthew 10:5-8 
 

As I read these marching orders Jesus gave to His dis- 
. ciples, what comes to my mind is this: Christians 
.   should be a positive force in this world. Sadly, 

this is not always the case. 
Have you ever been communicating with someone  

and afterwards, while processing the exchange, realized 
that something was just not right? After one such conversa-
tion, I remember thinking, “Christians by nature should be 
nice people. He wasn’t nice.” Sad! How can you effec-
tively minister to others if you aren’t courteous?  

Unfortunately, we too often give rude—and even 
mean—people a pass because they go to the right church, 
dress the right way, and claim to be Christians. Trouble is, 
they just are not pleasant. Maybe they let their guard down 
when they are around their Christian brothers and sisters. 
Let’s pray they don’t interact with non-believers this way.  

Even allowing for their guard being down, observing 
this behavior by Christians may be a true indicator of what 
is really at their core. I have come away from some con-
versations feeling a dark ugliness that was so thick you 
“could cut it with a knife.” 

The problem may be that their connection with God 
has been damaged. I am not necessarily saying that they 
are not true believers. I am just saying that they need to re-
connect with God in such a way that they are continually 
“freely receiving” from Him and “freely giving” to others. 
When this dynamic connection is intact and operational, 
God will flow in us and through us to others—in a congen-
ial, helpful way. That makes a Christian a positive force. 
Actually, this is quite attractive to others and very useful to 
God in building His kingdom. 

Let’s ask God to help us to “be kind to one another” 
(Eph. 4:32) and “do good to everyone” (Gal. 6:10). Be a 
positive force. Be nice. Not only will others benefit, but 
you will as well. And the effectiveness of your ministry no 
doubt will be enhanced.  
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Parachurch organizations are part and parcel 
of our lives. Often it is hard to distinguish 
between what a church is (or does) and 

what makes a parachurch organization different. 
The meaning of the prefix “para” means “to come 
alongside,” therefore, by definition and by design, 
parachurch groups ought to come alongside 
churches to provide ministries that churches can-
not fulfill alone. 

There are two concerns on this front that 
should capture our attention. First, there is great 
danger when a parachurch tries to replace the 
church. One question that helps bring clarity to 
this danger is: “Does the organization funnel 
people, and even resources, to the church, or has 
it become an end in itself, consuming church re-
sources?” In some cases, the parachurch organiza-
tion grows at the expense of the health of the 
church. A parachurch organization may be more 
attractive as it can more closely align with an indi-
vidual’s passions and giftedness and remain nimble 
enough to meet their niche needs. However, the 
church is the God-ordained local assembly of be-
lievers who have committed themselves to be in a 
loving community with each other. They gather 
regularly and participate in the means of grace. 
They give financially to support the church and the 
church’s efforts to reach the local community for 
Christ. If any of these basic elements are damaged, 
or money necessary for adequately funding those 
elements are diverted elsewhere, you no longer 
have a New Testament church. 

The second concern is when the local church 
tries to become a parachurch organization. One 
of the symptoms of an unhealthy church is when 
services are geared for the masses, rather than 
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DANGERS FOR THE LOCAL CHURCH: 
Becoming A Parachurch 
 
by Dr. Rodney S. Loper, President



those sitting in the pews. References are often made to 
the “larger audience.” Length of services is carefully 
watched; lighting changes are made; a video camera’s 
position is more important than in-person viewership. 
Soon local individuality is missing. Every church has its 
own DNA—its own unique flair—from the songs sung, 
to the way it is organized. Traditions are deeply in-
grained—and that is ok! But when the local church out-
grows itself, unique traditions are traded for broader ap-
peal. Better singers, musicians, and speakers are en-
listed, and the local church loses its identity. 

As the church races down this slippery slope, budgets 
rise. Better equipment is needed, bigger events are 
hosted, and the faithful supporters of the local church do 
not have the resources necessary to support the super-
structure that is being foisted upon them. This is alarming, 
because as these financial needs outpace the resources of 
the congregation, contributions are sought elsewhere. As 
outside donations begin to come in, the accountability of 
leaders to the local church may begin to wane propor-
tionally. To put it bluntly, leaders may feel they no longer 
need your financial support because they now have out-
side funding to promote their ideas, plans, and vision—
even if it is different from what the local congregation 
may desire. To complicate this further, it is often viewed 
as “unspiritual” to be cautious about all this extra activity 
and the accompanying financial obligations.  

So what is lost by this change in focus to the “larger 
audience”? In many cases the residential laity are often 
left behind. Their abilities are not good enough; their 
talents lack the quality necessary for the “spotlight.” 
While it may be true that dear Sister Sue does not have 
the best voice, she may have something better—the 
anointing of God and a close connection to the local 
church family. 

Budgets increase every year, but so do the power 
and influence of those writing the checks. And while the 
attendance goals are met and even exceeded, I wonder 
if somehow the anointing gets lost or overlooked in the 
haze of the new. Now let me be clear: I am not suggest-
ing that church growth is wrong, that attendance drives 
are worldly, or that quality singing is sinful. In fact, many 
local churches would do well to put forth more effort in 
these areas. What I am saying, however, is that when 
the drive for “bigger” and “better” supplants the individ-
uality of the local setting, beware.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has opened a new world 
to all of us. The benefits of going to church online when 
everything else was shut down cannot be overstated. It 
brought a semblance of community in a time of dis-
community. Each week I was grateful that I had the abil-
ity to attend an online church service. I also know that 
countless shut-ins are able to attend church utilizing this 
technology and thank God for it. Rather than cursing the 

darkness, a light has been lit to shine the gospel in 
places that we are unable to go to personally.  

However, the pandemic has also brought some 
changes that are problematic. Church folk have grown 
accustomed to watching church from their LazyBoy. 
Dress clothes have been traded for pajamas; songbooks 
for a plate of food. We have our list of favorite 
preachers that we want to listen to each week. Should a 
preacher highlight a concern that affronts our wants and 
desires, we simply move on to another preacher. Some 
even divert their tithes and offerings from their local as-
sembly to the place that has struck their fancy—at least 
for the moment. Some churches have grown too accus-
tomed to closing their doors because they believe their 
congregants have options. So, what can we learn? 

• We need to use technology to our advantage. 
• We need to remember that the local church should 

be the local church. 
• We need to remember that parachurch organizations 

have their place, but they must stay in their place. 
• We need to remember that our best is all that God 

requires. Don’t sell your individual DNA for anything. 
• We need to remember the reason for the existence 

of BOTH the local church and the parachurch or-
ganizations.   
Where do we go from here? How can a church 

recapture its local identity? How can a parachurch or-
ganization stay in its own lane? The answer to these 
questions are as vast and varied as each organization. 
However, there is one element that is overarching—
accountability. Each local church and each parachurch 
organization is tasked with the God-given responsibil-
ity to hold its leadership accountable. There are two 
levels of accountability that should be present in every 
organization: spiritual and organizational.  

First, leaders should not be exempt from spiritual 
scrutiny. At a minimum, there should be an openness for 
dialogue about activities or actions that have raised ques-
tions. This is what I would consider reverse accountabil-
ity. It is reactive rather than proactive. While this isn’t the 
best practice, at least it is an attempt to hold the leader 
accountable. The governing body has a right and duty to 
ensure their leader is above spiritual reproach.  

Second, leaders should be held accountable or-
ganizationally. At a minimum there should be an ex-
amination of how well they are serving the organiza-
tion. Does the leader have the organization’s best inter-
est in financial, relational, and missional matters? Many 
parachurch organizations fail to accomplish their mis-
sion because the governing board allows leaders to pur-
sue their own passions and desires rather than the mis-
sion and vision of the organization.  

Let the church be the church!
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  he Grace  
       of Pastoral  
   Finesse 
 
 
 
 
 
                    by Nicholas Batzig

One of the things that is often lost by the outrage 
impulse of our cultural moment is the need pas-
tors have to develop the wisest possible ap-

proach to congregants who are either wayward or diffi-
cult. I regularly have conversations with brothers in mini-
stry in which we counsel one another about difficult 
pastoral situations. It is not uncommon for pastors ini-
tially to think that they have to choose between tackling 
the challenge with the utmost urgency and boldness or 
waiting patiently and hoping that the difficulty will re-
solve itself. Instead, most of the challenging situations 
with which pastors are confronted demand what I like to 
call pastoral finesse—namely, approaching a challenging 
situation with a combination of intentionality, love, bold-
ness, wisdom, and patience. While it can be learned 
and developed, the grace of pastoral finesse is more 
often caught than taught. Be that as it may, here are a 
few thoughts on developing the grace of pastoral finesse:  
 LEAD WITH INTENTIONALITY  

Every pastoral case demands an approach of inten-
tionality. Pastors are called to give their attention to the 

needs of the congregation with the utmost seriousness 
and a sense of the weightiness of their calling. This 
means that pastors must be intentional about providing 
spiritual care for wayward or hurting congregants. Of 
course, one pastor cannot do everything and be every-
where. This is why a plurality of elders and other pastors 
is so vital to the spiritual well-being of a congregation. In 
matters that demand serious pastoral care, the pastors 
and elders of a local church should seek to be inten-
tional with their collective consideration.  

 SEEK MUCH COUNSEL BEFORE ACTING 
Proverbs 15:22 (NKJV) states, “Without counsel, 

plans go awry, but in the multitude of counselors they 
are established.” It will never hurt to hit the pause but-
ton when acting on a challenging situation and actively 
seek counsel from trusted and confidential co-laborers. 
This comes in the counsel of a group of elders in a local 
church, from other pastors in the same denomination 
or fellowship of churches, and from wise, older minis-
ters of the gospel. In some cases, a pastor may need to 
seek legal counsel regarding a potential course of ac-
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tion. The collective counsel of the many often yields the 
right approach to any given challenging situation a pas-
tor may face. Of course, there may be matters of crim-
inality or imminent danger that need to be acted on 
more swiftly than others. However, even in such urgent 
situations there is the need for counsel prior to action.  

 RESIST THE TYRANNY OF THE URGENT  
We can sometimes mistakenly think that if a chal-

lenging pastoral matter is brought to our attention, we 
must drop everything we have in front of us and give all 
our time and energy to confronting it. To be sure, there 
are times when the nature of a sin or situation demands 
a more prompt response. But, in most cases, waiting a 
week or two before addressing a matter buys pastors 
and elders the time to think and pray through the dy-
namics of a situation and the possible ramifications of 
their reactions to it. Many times, waiting patiently to ad-
dress a matter leads to the matter resolving itself. There 
have been cases I believed I needed to deal with imme-
diately that ultimately resolved themselves after just a 
few days of not being able to address them. While pas-
tors should not bury their heads in the sand, they 
should labor to resist the tyranny of the urgent for the 
sake of responding in wisdom. As Proverbs 14:29 
(NKJV) reminds us, “He who is impulsive exalts folly.”  

 DON’T SHOW ALL YOUR CARDS  
Sometimes a pastor convinces himself that he will 

not be faithful in his pastoral responsibilities if he is not 
being entirely forthright about all courses of action at 
the outset of his interaction with a wayward congre-
gant. I have both experienced and witnessed congre-
gants blowing up in response to unwise pastoral forth-
rightness. If a pastor is facing a wayward congregant 
who is living in sin, he doesn’t have to lay out every-
thing that he thinks should be done from the outset. In 
many cases, the right first step is simply to sit down with 
a congregant and find out what is going on in his or her 
heart and life. While God requires disciplinary action in 
some form and to some extent whenever there is unre-
pentant sin in a congregant’s life, a pastor does not 
have the responsibility to tell a wayward or disruptive 
congregant everything that might need to be done in 
the first or second meeting. Nowhere in the Bible are 
we instructed to act with immediacy in discipline, even 
if we are convinced that a situation will require us to 
follow through with Matthew 18:15-20.  

 DO NOT ABDICATE RESPONSIBILITY  
The opposite error of abnegation can occur when 

a pastor seeks to be patient rather than to be con-
trolled by the tyranny of the urgent. It is altogether 
possible for a pastor to allow sin and disruption to go 
unchecked in a congregation in the name of being pa-
tient. True patience is guided by pastoral intentionality. 

Abdicating your responsibility to deal with an issue 
may simply allow the issue to intensify. That will result 
in greater harm to the individuals involved, as well as 
to the congregation. I have witnessed congregations 
explode over issues that began as minor challenges 
that were never addressed or dealt with by pastors in a 
biblical manner. Pastors must not neglect their respon-
sibility to address matters. 

 DO EVERYTHING IN LOVE 
If there is one key to pastoral finesse, it is making 

sure that all that is done is done with the utmost love 
for Christ’s sheep. The Apostle Paul concluded his first 
letter to the Corinthians by exhorting them in the fol-
lowing manner: “Let everything you do be done in 
love” (1 Cor. 16:14 AMP). No matter how difficult, dis-
ruptive, or wayward they may have been, pastors are 
called lovingly to seek, rescue, and restore Christ’s 
lambs. This does not mean that we ignore discipline or 
downplay the severity of sin. It does not mean that we 
resist reporting abuse or other matters of criminality. 
What it does mean is that pastors cannot simply “wash 
their hands” of a congregant who is sorrowful or willing 
to talk through matters. It means not approaching 
Christ’s sheep with a heavy hand or a legal spirit. It 
means not weaponizing church discipline. It means not 
speaking with such severity that the congregant doesn’t 
know and believe that the pastor truly cares in a pasto-
ral manner. It means not treating others with more sev-
erity than you would have someone treat you. In deal-
ing with many of the pastoral issues that arose in the 
church in Corinth, Paul could say to the congregants, 
“What do you wish? Shall I come to you with a rod, or 
with love in a spirit of gentleness?” (1 Cor. 4:21 ESV.) So 
too must ministers learn to do all that they do out of 
sincere love and a desire for the good of congregants.  

 
There is a dire need for pastors to develop the 

grace of pastoral finesse. Every true under-shepherd of 
Christ’s flock feels his own insufficiency and lack of 
wisdom in handling difficulties and challenges. This is a 
good thing insomuch as it ought to drive us to our 
knees before the throne of grace and to seek the coun-
sel of wise companions in ministry. There is no text-
book for how to approach each challenging situation in 
the life of a congregant or in the congregation. How -
ever, God has given us a multitude of principles in 
Scripture that must guide and be operative in the pro-
cess of paying “careful attention to…all the flock, over 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care 
for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood” (Acts 20:28 ESV).  

 
Nick Batzig serves as the senior pastor of Church Creek PCA in Charles-
ton, SC, and is an author and associate editor for Ligonier Ministries. This 
article from his website feedingonchrist.com is used with permission.  
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TO THE EDITOR 

Letters should be emailed to revivalist@gbs.edu or addressed to 
the Editorial Office, 1810 Young Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. Letters 
reprinted here do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editor of 
God’s Revivalist nor those of the administration of God’s Bible School. 
Names and locations of writers will be withheld at their specific 
request or at the discretion of the editor. We reserve the right to edit 
and condense. 

  
I’m deeply thankful that you selected the press re-

lease about my 50 years milestone in Christian radio to 
feature in a recent edition of God’s Revivalist [Nov. 
pp.22-23]. I’ve had some encouraging words back from 
friends, old and new.   

JOE EMERT 
North Stonington, CT 

 
I really enjoyed the editor’s article, “Old Warriors 

Needed,” [GR Jan/Feb, p.2]. It has made me think and 
examine my own prayer life.  

JOYCE PENCE 
Rush, CO 

 
I enjoy the paper so much. Arlen and I spent many 

an enjoyable day [on the GBS campus] while Arlen took 
care of the kitchen. What wonderful memories we have! 
My life’s work as teacher and principal all began on the 
Hilltop! Thanks for our editor! I helped him with the 
piano when he was just a lad.  

JEANETTE GRAY  
Florence, KY 

Editor’s note: Mrs. Gray gave my brother Harry and me piano les-
sons. We were little campus boys in the early 1950s when our par-
ents, Elmer and Betty Farmer, were both students. We lived on the 
second floor of the Young Street house which had previously been the 
“Home for Wayward Girls.” After receiving her BA in 1951, Mrs. Gray 
received a BSEd and an MEd in Administration from the University of 
Cincinnati. She was on the college faculty at GBS (1953-1966) and 
served on the Alumni Executive Council (1965-66). Her husband, 
Arlen (CWC ’48) was kitchen supervisor from 1951 to 1966.  

 
Sending you money for God’s Revivalist. It has been 

a long time since I was a music student there (HS ’59). I 
pray that God will continue to bless and keep His hand 
upon the Hilltop! 

HERMA CURRENT 
Washington Court House, OH 

the Angel of Patience 
 

by John Greenleaf Whittier  
 
 
To weary hearts, to mourning homes, 
God’s meekest Angel gently comes: 
No power has he to banish pain, 
Or give us back our lost again; 
And yet in tenderest love, our dear 
And Heavenly Father sends him here. 
 
There’s quiet in that Angel’s glance, 
There‘s rest in his still countenance! 
He mocks no grief with idle cheer, 
Nor wounds with words the mourner’s ear; 
But ills and woes he may not cure 
He kindly trains us to endure. 
 
Angel of Patience! sent to calm 
Our feverish brows with cooling palm; 
To lay the storms of hope and fear, 
And reconcile life’s smile and tear; 
The throbs of wounded pride to still, 
And make our own our Father’s will. 
 
O thou who mournest on thy way, 
With longings for the close of day; 
He walks with thee, that Angel kind, 
And gently whispers, “Be resigned: 
Bear up, bear on, the end shall tell 
The dear Lord ordereth all things well!”  
 
John Greenleaf Whitier (1807-1892) was an American Quaker 
poet and advocate of the abolition of slavery in the United 
States. Frequently listed as one of the “fireside poets,” he was 
influenced by the Scottish poet Robert Burns.  
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HE BROUGHT US THROUGH! 
 

Decades ago, someone published a fascinating ac-
count of an incident at the Chicago World’s Fair, 
held May through October, 1893. Officially called 

the “World’s Columbian Exposition,” it attracted tens of 
thousands of Americans who flocked into the Windy 
City to honor the 400th anniversary of Columbus’ voy-
age to the New World. What excited the gawking 
crowds even more was the fair’s emphasis on the amaz-

ing progress made in the 19th-century in such areas as 
science, transportation, agriculture, and communication.  

Lecturers held their audiences spellbound as they 
discoursed learnedly on the marvels of the “modern 
age.” One such speaker tried to impress his outdoor lis-
teners with his bombastic tirade against the “old reli-
gion” of the Bible. On and on he droned, mocking the 
great foundational doctrines of the Faith, including the 
deity of Jesus Christ and His blood shed in atonement 
for our sins. This attack was both vicious and blasphe-

KEEPING       TIME WITH GOD 

Holy Week

Continuation of a Yearlong Series by Larry D. Smith
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April 14, 2022, MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper and “new commandment” 

April 15, 2022, GOOD FRIDAY 
Jesus’ death on the cross 

April 17, 2022, EASTER SUNDAY 
The Resurrection of Our Lord
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mous, and when the lecturer had finished, there were a 
few moments of stunned silence. Then an elderly 
woman who was a devout Christian, probably first 
breathing a prayer for God’s help, began to sing in her 
soft, tremulous voice William Cowper’s familiar old 
hymn: “There is a fountain filled with blood, Drawn 
from Immanuel’s veins; And sinners plunged beneath 
that flood, Lose all their guilty stains.” 

At once the atmosphere was dramatically changed, 
as other Christians—encouraged by the singer’s coura-
geous witness—lifted their heads and hearts, and then 
their voices, as they joined the singer as she launched 
into the second verse of the beloved hymn: “The dying 
thief rejoiced to see, That fountain in his day; And there 
may I, though vile as he, Wash all my sins away.” Gra-
ciously the Holy Spirit breathed upon His singing saints, 
as more and more voices blended together in joyful tes-
timony. By the time the music had ended, victory had 
been snatched from the forces of unbelief, as the mes-
sage of salvation through Christ’s atoning blood gripped 
the fairgrounds.        

Why has that message been so dear to believers all 
through the ages? Why do we sometimes still wipe 
away tears as we ponder the New Testament accounts 
of the Savior nailed up naked to the “shameful tree,” 
covered with His own blood—“precious blood,” as St. 
Peter calls it—pouring from the hideous wounds His 
enemies had so cruelly inflicted? Yes, why do believers 
so revere and cherish the blood of Jesus? Dr. William 
Sangster, the famed British pastor and author, gives an 
answer that we should carefully consider, especially 
now that in the cycle of the Christian Year we are about 
to look again in reverence upon the agony of Our Sav-
ior’s passion and death, as well as to celebrate the tri-
umph of His resurrection.  

“There is a deep conviction that the blood is the 
life,” Dr. Sangster explains. “The Bible says so, and 
some sense of the truth of it is in the mind of natural 
man as well. No man has moved through the bloody 
horror of the battlefield or the air-raids and seen people 
bleeding to death without feeling as he watched in 
helplessness that the life pulsed 
out with the blood…. The an-
cient ritual of the Hebrew people 
made much of sacrifice and the 
outpoured blood. Is it any 
wonder that the first disciples 
(Jews to a man) saw Jesus as the 
very Paschal Lamb, offering Him-
self, and caught up in the sym-
bolism of the centuries as they 
gazed on His streaming blood…. 
It is no wonder that being 
‘washed in the blood of Christ’  
has become so dear a phrase. 
See it as a solemn metaphor and 

nothing dearer will ever come to mind. Put yourself in 
those pierced and bleeding hands and know yourself 
forever secure. A friend of mine had a comrade in the 
war who went into a shell-torn battlefield and brought 
back a wounded man…. He was fatally wounded him-
self. He knew before he died that the man he had res-
cued would live…. At last (half in delirium), he kept 
murmuring, ‘I brought him through….’ 

“Look at the cross. Look at the flowing wounds. He 
brought us through.”1 

Yes, Jesus has brought us through! This is the central 
message of the Bible and the heart of orthodox Christi-
anity. Ours is not a religion of mystical impressions and 
fanciful tales, but a solid system of divine truth center-
ing in God’s mighty acts in the life, death, and resurrec-
tion of His Son Jesus Christ. Of course, there must be 
affirmative personal response from each of us, but that 
subjective response is anchored in commitment to the 
objective truths of divine revelation—the certain facts of 
“salvation history.” We celebrate these truths whenever 
we gather for divine worship, especially when we kneel 
at the Lord’s Table.  

But now as we continue our progress through the 
Christian Year, we shall give more extended emphasis 
to these mighty redemptive acts, marveling again at the 
cost of our salvation—how by the shedding of His 
blood, Jesus brought us through! On Palm Sunday we 
entered Holy Week, in reverie waving our branches 
with those happy throngs who followed Him, as He 
rode on a donkey in His Triumphal Entry into old Jeru-
salem. The rest of that week, so filled with sorrows, 
sighs, and shadows, will bring us to Maundy Thursday, 
which calls us perpetually to remember Him in the 
bread and in the wine. On the next day, Good Friday, 
we shall behold Him lifted up upon the cross, dying as 
a vicarious sacrifice for the sins of the world. Holy 
Week will end on Saturday with solemn acts of re-
membrance. On the next day, Easter Sunday, the 
Church will celebrate its “Queen of Festivals,” Our 
Lord’s resurrection from the dead. Thus, Jesus has 
brought us through!  

APRIL 2022

09

Jesus’ love for His 
disciples was expressed 
memorably at the  
Last Supper by His 
washing of their feet.
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MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 
Dr. Robert Webber gives perspective to the obser-

vance of Maundy Thursday, which receives its name 
from a Latin word meaning “command.”2 This refers 
to Jesus’ “new commandment” to His disciples that 
they should “love one another” (John 13:34). It was 
given within the context of His love for them ex-
pressed memorably at the Last Supper by His washing 
of their feet as a sign of Christian brotherhood, fellow-
ship, and service. Webber suggests that there would 
be great value in repeating this once-a-year symbolic 
act of Christian love. “All that is needed is a pitcher of 
water, a basin, and a towel.” Whether or not a con-
gregation chooses to re-enact Jesus’ example of frater-
nal service, its Maundy Thursday service should in-
clude appropriate gospel readings, solemn hymns, 
prayers, and a sermon or a series of meditations. 
Then, remembering that it was on this night that the 
Lord Jesus instituted the Holy Communion (which is 
also known as the Eucharist) as the standing memorial 
of His atoning sacrifice, they humbly bow at the Holy 
Table to receive “in a heavenly and spiritual manner” 
His body and His blood. 

GOOD FRIDAY 
 
For followers of Jesus who find value in the 

Church’s liturgical calendar, Good Friday is the most 
solemn day of all the Christian Year. It is on Good Fri-
day that we especially center our attention on a sub-
ject so sacred and so significant that we continually 
call it to mind. This is the torturous suffering and ago-
nizing death which Our Lord Jesus endured for our 
salvation. “O Sacred Head, now wounded, With grief 

and shame weighed down; Now scornfully sur-
rounded With thorns, Thine only crown. O Sacred 
Head, what glory, What bliss till now was Thine! Yet 
though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine!” 
With believers around the world, we join in this 
haunting medieval hymn, awestruck by the sacred 
drama which is now played out before us. “What 
Thou, my Lord, hast suffered, Was all for sinners 
gain. Mine, mine was the transgression, But Thine the 
deadly pain. Lo, here I fall, my Savior, ’Tis I deserve 
Thy place. Look on me with Thy favor, And grant to 
me Thy grace.” 

Last night, on Maundy Thursday, we witnessed 
Jesus’ Last Supper with His disciples, His institution of 
the Eucharist, and then His hours of painful prayer in 
Gethsemane. Now we follow His bloody footprints, 
surrounded by the jeering mob, as we stumble over 
the Via Dolorosa up to the summit of Calvary. Here 
we see the rough Roman Legionnaires as they rip 
away His garments, then nail His bleeding, lacerated 
body to a crude and brutal cross. We fall to our knees 
in profound awe as the soldiers lift up the cross with 
its Holy Victim writhing upon it, displayed in shame 
before a mocking crowd. Certainly the old theolo-

gians were right when they insisted 
that Jesus’ cross was an altar, and at 
that altar He acted as both priest and 
sacrifice, offering Himself in atone-
ment for our sins. “Behold the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sins of 
the world!” 

Traditional Good Friday devotion 
in many Protestant churches, follow-
ing ancient models, has centered in a 
three-hour service held from noon to 
three o’clock, the time that Jesus was 
hanging on the cross. This service fea-
tures hymns, prayers, and brief med-
itations on each of the “Seven Last 
Words” that He spoke during that 
time. Here are those “Words” from 
the cross (ESV): 
 
THE FIRST WORD: “Father, forgive 

them, for they know not what they 
do.” —Luke 23:34  

THE SECOND WORD: ”Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” —Luke 23:43  

THE THIRD WORD: “Woman, behold your son…. Be-
hold your mother.” —John 19:26, 27  

THE FOURTH WORD: “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” —Matthew 27:46  

THE FIFTH WORD: “I thirst.” —John 19:28  
THE SIXTH WORD: “It is finished.” —John 19:30  
THE SEVENTH WORD: “Father, into your hands I com-

mit my spirit.” —Luke 23:46 

Now we follow His bloody 
footprints, surrounded  
by the jeering  
mob, as we  
stumble over the  
Via Dolorosa up  
to the summit 
of Calvary.

©
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EASTER SUNDAY 
 
As we approach Easter Sunday, the high point of 

the Christian Year, we glorify God for His saints who 
have overcome oppressive evil by their steadfast trust 
in Christ’s triumph for them by His death and resur-
rection. This, of course, is Easter faith, and it is the 
faith that overcomes the world! Church history bears 
witness to multitudes of these stead-
fast confessors of Christ, but one ac-
count from the ancient Church is 
especially memorable. 

It was a brutal winter throughout 
much of the Roman Empire, both East 
and West in the year AD 320; and in 
the province which is now Turkey, 
cold winds blew unmercifully across 
the snow-covered fields and frozen 
ponds, lakes, and rivers. In the town 
of Sebaste were quartered a group of 
young Roman soldiers, including 40 
who were resolute and faithful Chris-
tians. Most of the troops in the Roman 
army were still pagans, worshipping 
Zeus, Apollo, Diana, and other false 
deities. Christianity had grown rapidly 
in the West under Emperor Constan-
tine; but in the East, the Emperor Lici-
nius, a determined and cruel pagan, 
was an enemy of Jesus and His fol-
lowers and tried ruthlessly to wipe out Christianity. 

To advance his murderous design, he decreed that 
every Roman soldier under his command must worship 
the gods of pagan Rome. When word of this reached 
Sebaste, the local authorities summoned the 40 young 
Christian warriors—many of them merely boys—and 
confronted them with this alternative: either renounce 
Christ and offer sacrifice to the pagan gods or face hi-
deous torture and death. When every one of them re-
fused to worship the heathen deities and stoutly af-
firmed their loyalty to Jesus, the governor had them 
stripped, flogged, and torn with iron hooks. Then they 
were hustled naked, barefoot, and bleeding out on the 
ice of a frozen pond to freeze to death. Food, towels, 
and cauldrons of hot water were offered to those who 
would desert their friends and betray their Savior. 
Through that bitter cold night, those shivering young 
men huddled together, encouraging each other, and af-
firming their faith in Christ. “Lord,” they prayed, “we 
are 40 engaged in this contest. Grant that 40 may re-
ceive crowns and that we may not fall short of that 
sacred number.” At last one of them, almost in despair, 
deserted his friends, thus denying Christ, and fled to the 
cauldrons of hot water to save his life. Alas, he died im-
mediately from shock, but one of the pagan guards wit-
nessed a brilliant light above the heads of these dying 

young Christians, as a band of angels descended from 
heaven with a crown for each of them. Immediately 
that young guard believed in Christ as his Savior, tore 
off his clothes, and ran to die with his comrades freez-
ing on the ice. So at the last, there were indeed 40 of 
them who won the martyrs’ crown.3 

“Alleluia! The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! Al-
leluia!” Soon the world will hear again this joyous 

greeting. If our worship is ever exciting and exuber-
ant, it should be on Easter Sunday. “Now is Christ 
risen from the dead and become the first-fruits of them 
that slept.” So let trumpets blare, organs swell, choirs 
sing, bells ring, pastors preach, and congregations re-
joice, pray, read the Scriptures, and celebrate the Eu-
charist. Again we join those singing saints at the Chi-
cago World’s Fair in another verse of Cowper’s old 
hymn: “Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood shall 
never lose its power, Till all the ransomed Church of 
God be saved to sin no more!” 

Yes, Alleluia! Jesus has brought us through! 
 

(The next installment will focus on Ascension Day,  
Pentecost, and Trinity Sunday.) 

 
Dr. Larry D. Smith served as a GBS instructor and editor of God’s 
Revivalist from 1995 until his retirement in 2016. He lives in Cincin-
nati, OH, with his wife, Carol (Wiseman) (’78 BA). 
 
————— 
1. Cumbers, Frank, editor. Daily Readings from W.E. Sangster. Epworth Press, Westwood, 

New Jersey, 1966, p.307. 
2. Webber, Robert. The Complete Library of Christian Worship. Peabody, MA: Hen-

drickson Publishers, 1995. Vol. 5: The Services of the Christian Year, p.318. 
3. The historical accuracy of the account of the 40 martyrs of Sebaste is generally ac-

cepted. Bishop Basil of Caesarea told their story in a homily about 50 years after 
their deaths. 

If our worship is ever exciting and 
exuberant, it should be on Easter 
Sunday! “Now is Christ risen from 
the dead and become the first 
fruits of them that slept!”

©
 iStock: kevron2001



On these pages, we feature items about GBS alumni, significant 
events scheduled throughout the “Revivalist Family,” and brief news 
notes from across the Holiness Movement. 
 
DEATHS 

 
Warren Wilson, 100, passed away 

December 1, 2021. Born to Amos and Ada 
Wilson in Oswego, NY, on May 29, 1921, 
he grew up on the shores of Lake Ontario. 
Warren hitchhiked from his home to at-
tend GBS. There he met his future wife, 

Ruth, who served as housekeeper and cook for Nettie 
Peabody. He later transferred to Asbury College where 
he received his undergraduate degree, followed by a 

Master of Divinity at Asbury Theological Seminary in 
1947. He then pastored churches in New York and Ohio 
for 31 years before retiring. He was a GBS donor and 
God’s Revivalist subscriber. 

Warren is now reunited with his wife, Ruth, who 
preceded him in death (2014). He is survived by two 
sons, Gary and Tim; three daughters, Karen Machovina, 
Jean Inscho, and Annette Wilson; 12 grandchildren; and 
22 great-grandchildren. Warren was interred at Nimmo 
United Methodist Church, Virginia Beach, VA. A memo-
rial service is planned in the spring. 

Glade Martin Metz, 86, of Vansant, VA, passed 
away Wednesday, December 1, 2021, at Buchanan 
General Hospital. Born September 7, 1935, in Cairo, 
WV, he was the son of Albert and Sylvia (Martin) Metz. 

NEW VAN ACQUIRED 
 
In the January/February God’s 

Revivalist, we announced that Pho-

nathon 2021 had reached 
its goal of raising $60,000 
to purchase two vans to 
transport our music groups 
across the United States to 
bless people with their 
music! We try to keep our 
vehicles on the road with 
under 200,000 miles due to 
safety and maintenance con-

cerns. As a result of your Pho-
nathon gifts and pledges, we 

recently purchased the first of 
these vans. The next time you see 
one of our groups pull up at your 
church in this newer vehicle, re-
member that it was made possible 

by your Phonathon 
participation. You had 
a part in its purchase, 
and we want to thank 
you! —Mike Yancey, Di-
rector of Development 

 
STUDENT 
DEVELOPMENT DAY 

 
Every year, GBS 

takes a day in 
February, cancels 

regularly scheduled classes, and 
conducts sessions that focus on 
topics for aiding students (and 
staff) in some specific area of 
personal and/or spiritual growth. 
This year’s Student Development 
Day was held on Tuesday, 

February 8, and focused on 
“Managing Your Finances.” 

We were very excited to have 
Mr. Jonathan Witter as our special 
speaker. He is a senior executive 
with the U.S. Department of De-
fense, serving as Principal Deputy to 
the Director of the Defense Finance 
and Accounting Service. Mr. Witter 
is also a current GBS board member 
whose love for the students was ev-
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Mr. Jonathan Witter

While Pres. Loper looks on, Mike Yancey hands  
PR Director Duane Quesenberry the keys to a new van.



Glade was a U.S. Army veteran and a retired construc-
tion worker. He loved mowing his grass, feeding his 
chickens, and fishing with his grandson. He was a GBS 
donor and a lifetime subscriber to God’s Revivalist. 

Glade was preceded in death by his wife, Juanita, 
and is survived by his son, David; sister, Gladys Metz; 
brothers, John and Willard; four grandchildren; ten 
great-grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews. 
Graveside services were held at Greenhills Memory 
Gardens Mausoleum, Claypool Hill, VA, with Glade’s 
brother John officiating and with full military rites. 

Faun Maxine Sipes, 92, of Greencastle, PA, died 
December 16, 2021, at the Lynn Care Center in Front 
Royal, VA. Born February, 17, 1929, in Morgan County, 
WV, she was the daughter of Raymond and Nellie 

(Smith) Whisner. After graduating from high school in 
Berkeley Springs, WV, she made her way to GBS (1948-
1951) and received an associate’s degree. She was a 
homemaker and cared for many foster children. She 
also enjoyed making and painting ceramics. 

 Faun was preceded in death by her husband, 
Vernon Henry Sipes (2017). She is survived by her son, 
James; sister, Betty Lee Spitzer; and many nieces and 
nephews. Funeral services were held at Helsley-Johnson 
Funeral Home, Berkeley Springs, WV, with Pastor Ron 
Faith and Danny Whisner officiating. Burial followed at 
Mt. Nebo Cemetery, Middlebourne, WV. 

Elnora (Brenneman) Ratcliff Grant, 87, of 
Sarahsville, OH, passed away on January 2, 2022. See 
“Alumni News,” p.18.   
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ident as he shared his knowledge 
and experience. 

The day began with pastries in 
The Commons followed by Session 
1: Intro to Managing Finances, and 
Session 2: Key Decisions and Intro to 
Investing. Both sessions were held in 
the chapel, and students were quite 
engaged and kept our speaker busy 
with questions both during and after 
the sessions. 

The campus family appreciated 
the opportunity to hear and learn 
from Mr. Witter.  
 
LOCK-IN 

 
On Friday, February 18, the 

annual Student Government-
sponsored lock-in was held at The 
WEB Extreme Entertainment in 
West Chester, OH. From 11:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 a.m., GBS students, staff, 
family, and friends had exclusive use 
of the facility. They participated in 
go-kart racing, arcade games, a 
climbing wall, laser tag, miniature 
golf, and bowling. Participants 
enjoyed free pizza and drinks. It 
was a great evening for everyone! 

TEEN POWER, KIDS POWER 
 
Many GBS students develop a 

passion to reach their neighbors right 
here in the city of Cincinnati. Last fall, 
several college students expressed 
their desire to reach kids in this com-
munity. Working through the mini-
stries of Main Street Chapel, Teen 
Power was brought to life once again!  

Teen Power began 20 years ago, 
when teens were pulled together 
from several different children’s 
ministries. The revival which ensued 
reached about 45 teens every night. 
These ministries grew and effectively 
shared the gospel with urban teens 
for almost 15 years. 
After a pause of five 
years, Teen Power and 
Kids Power began once 
again in January.  

Each week college 
students pick up kids 
and teens who do not 
attend church any-
where else. They par-
ticipate in singing, 
prayer, and fun activ-
ities, and the message 

of Jesus is shared with them through 
preaching and testimony. Some of 
the children had parents who at-
tended Teen Power in the past, and 
it is exciting to reconnect with ➡ 

  
Jocelyn Martinez teaches a Scripture memory verse.

 
The first group of teens after the restart of Teen Power
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continued

Esther Louise Howell Felsburg, 90, 
passed away January 12, 2022, with her 
family by her side. She was born on March 
26, 1931, to Rev. Dr. E.O. and Rachel 
Howell in Chattanooga, TN. She married 
Lee Curtis Felsburg on September 18, 

1952, in Frankfort, IN. Esther worked at Nazarene 
Publishing House, Kansas City, MO, to put Lee through 
Nazarene Theological Seminary. Together they served in 
the ministry for over 50 years in Colorado, Nebraska, 
Kansas, Missouri, and Illinois. Esther played piano, 
organ, mandolin, and accordion. She had a beautiful 
alto voice and sang many times in churches and revivals.  

Esther was preceded in death by her husband, Lee 
(2021). She is survived by a daughter, Judy Baker; two 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; brother, James 
Howell; two sisters, Mary Connor and Ruth 
Overmeyer; and cousins, nieces, and nephews. Funeral 
services were held at Breit Hawkins Funeral Home, 
Savannah, MO. Burial followed at Memorial Park 
Cemetery, St. Joseph, MO. 

Dorothy Monce Smith, 88, passed away January 
30, 2022, at the Wayne T. Patrick Hospice House, Rock 
Hill, SC. Born in Middletown, OH, to Isaac and Lula 

Mae (Brown) Monce, Dorothy attended 
GBS, graduating from high school in 1951. 
While there, she met her future spouse, 
David E. Smith. They married in 1953. 
Dorothy worked for Tenneco as a CPA and 
office manager, and she traveled all over 

the United States to “troubleshoot” at the company’s 
various plants.  

She played piano and organ in churches for over 70 
years. She also volunteered her accounting skills to var-
ious churches during her lifetime. Most recently she and 
her husband were members of the Church of the 
Nazarene, Fort Mill, SC.  

Dorothy is survived by her husband of 69 years, 
David; sons, Randy and Cameron; sister, Wilma Gallup; 
five grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. 
Memorials may be made to God’s Bible School and 
College, 1810 Young Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. 

Thomas Edward Reed, 89, went home 
to heaven on Saturday, February 12, 2022, 
at the home of his daughter. He was the 
first of seven children of a sharecropper 
and his wife, Joe and Rubie (Powell) Reed. 
When Tom was just a few months old, he 

NEWS FROM THE HILLTOP  continued

➡ these families in ways that will 
hopefully make eternal differences. 
Increasingly, the new children and 
teens we meet have little or no bib-
lical knowledge. Jesus is unknown to 
them, as many in this new genera-
tion have no family members who 

ever attended church. 
We are praying that the 
Holy Spirit will bring 
light to dark corners of 
this city, that lives will 
be transformed, and 
that God’s Kingdom will 
be expanded.  

Also pray for the 
GBS students as they 
learn how to minister in 
a cross-cultural context. 
We are blessed with 

some of the best young people, and 
their desire to make a difference for 
Christ is truly outstanding! We are 
praying that God will grant those 
who minister “to continue to speak 
your word with all boldness” (Acts 
4:29-31 ESV). —Dorcas Hallam 

CHOIR TOURS SOUTHEAST U.S. 
 
February 23–March 3, the Col-

lege Choir held services in Ala-
bama, Florida, South Carolina, and 
North Carolina, as well as an im-
promptu performance of “Thou, O 
Lord” to workers and travelers at a 

 
                                                          GBS students lead a song.

 
Dr. Jana Pop, Music Division Chair, 

has parting words and prayer with the choir.
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became seriously ill. His mother told God if He would 
save her son, He could have him to preach the gospel. 
She never told Tom about that promise until after he 
was a minister.  

When Tom was seven, the family moved to 
Chicago, IL, for his father to find work. They lived in a 
neighborhood known as “Hell’s Kitchen” less than a 
mile from Moody Church, where Tom attended. One 
night in the fall of 1948, Tom and his cousin Ross 
Powell happened upon a service at Argo Pilgrim 
Holiness Church. He was saved in 1949 as a senior in 
high school and began attending the Argo church regu-
larly. He dropped out of high school without finishing 
his senior year, but later earned his GED while in the 
army. He married Joyce Ashley, daughter of the pastor 
at Argo, on June 1, 1951. 

In the spring of 1953, Tom was drafted into the 
U.S. Army and stationed in Germany as a medic. After 
his discharge in 1955, he and Joyce moved to Owasso, 
MI, where he enrolled in Owasso Bible College for one 
semester. That summer they returned to the Chicago 
area and joined with others to form a new holiness 
church in an empty dance hall. Tom declined to accept 
its pastorate, but offered to “fill in” until another pastor 

was found. He ended up “filling in” for the next fifty-
nine years. 

In addition to his semester at Owasso, Tom studied 
seven semesters at various institutions. In 2002 God’s 
Bible School and College presented him with an honor-
ary doctorate. In addition to pastoring, Tom’s other 
ministries included: member of the Inter-church 
Holiness Convention board; moderator for the 
Wesleyan Tabernacle Association; and board chairman  
of Hobe Sound Bible College. 

After a cancerous kidney slowed him down, Tom 
and Joyce moved to Hobe Sound, FL, to live with his 
daughter and son-in-law.  

Tom was preceded in death by his wife, Joyce 
(2017). He is survived by his son, Jim; daughter, Faith 
Tofte; and two grandsons. Funeral services were held at 
the Wesleyan Missionary Church, Chicago, IL. Burial fol-
lowed at Fairmont Willow Hills Memorial Park, Willow 
Springs, IL. 

Rev. James Ward, 83, passed from this life to his eter-
nal reward, February 17, 2022. See “Alumni News,” p.18. 

Dr. Mark S.F. Eckart, age 60, passed away on 
February 27, 2022, at IU Health Hospital of Paoli. See 
“Alumni News,” p.18. 

Buc-ee’s (world’s largest conven-
ience store) near Atlanta, GA. The 
choir was directed by Tim Crater, 
accompanied by Martha Miller, 
with the addition of some late-tour 
organ accompaniment by Jessica 
Smith. Rev. Duane Quesenberry, 
Director of Public Relations, along 
with his wife, Valorie, and daughter, 
Kaley, traveled with the choir as the 
GBS representatives. There was a 
tremendous sense of unity and the 

obvious blessing 
of the Lord both 
in the services 
and in devo-
tional times on  
the bus. We are 
grateful to Rev. 
Andy Cooley for 
his excellent 
driving and thank God for traveling 
mercies. It was so beautiful to sense 
a spirit of corporate worship in each 

service and an honor to reconnect 
with so many alumni, family, and 
friends.  —Dr. Jana Pop

Commissioning 
Weekend 
at God’s Bible School & College 
May 19-22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
guest speaker: 
Curtis Going, 
Harkers Island, NC

©
iStock: spukkato

 
The College Choir leaves on its winter tour.



Hi, Jason, 
  

Great questions! Let me take 
them one at a time. 

1. Is the Greek OT better and 
more accurate than the Hebrew tra-
dition (MT) behind our English 
Bibles? The short answer is, “Gen-
erally, no, it isn’t.” In 2020 Emanuel 
Tov, perhaps the world’s foremost ex-
pert in OT textual criticism, wrote 
this: “Overall, compared with the 
other known texts, MT is generally 
the best text available. By ‘generally’ 
we mean that this is not the case in all 
words or all verses, nor in all books” 
(thetorah.com/article/evaluating-proto-mt). 
To the best of my knowledge, Tov’s 
view is shared broadly by most OT 
textual critical scholars. As an aside, 
many online discussions of this issue 
appear misinformed. 

2. Aren’t our English transla-
tions based a lot on Hebrew? Yes, 
they are. But English translation 
committees as far back as the KJV 
have taken the Greek OT into con-
sideration. There are multiple places 
where the KJV and modern versions 
follow Greek OT readings rather 
than the Hebrew text. There are 

good reasons to believe that the 
translators of our English versions 
have carefully compared all the ev-
idence available. They have not 
slighted the Greek OT. They have 
evaluated it and followed it where 
they believe it is closer to the origi-
nal than the Hebrew text we have. 

3. How can I read my NASB 
and not wonder if the Greek OT 
says something different that 
might be more accurate? First, re-
member to pay attention to the mar-
ginal notes in whatever Bible you 
read. You’ll find references to alter-
nate readings in the Septuagint 
(Greek OT), Syriac, and Vulgate with 
some degree of frequency. Second, 
you don’t have to wonder if the 
Greek OT says something different. 
English translations of the Greek OT 
are freely available online and in 
print. The NETS (New English Trans-
lation of the Septuagint) is one of 
the most recent. I would encourage 
you to compare them for yourself. 

4. Doesn’t the NT quote from 
the Greek OT in places where it is 
different from the Hebrew OT? It is 
universally acknowledged that the 
NT quotes from the Greek OT. But 

that is hardly remarkable. Of course, 
Greek authors, writing to Greek au-
diences, quote from the Greek ver-
sion of the OT. Since the Greek OT 
agrees with the Hebrew OT in the 
large percentage of the text, the use 
of the Greek isn’t necessarily a 
choice against the Hebrew. It can be 
just a choice to use a familiar trans-
lation versus doing the difficult work 
of making one’s own translation that 
may raise more questions in the au-
dience than are necessary. 

Beyond this very large-scale pic-
ture, the complexity of evaluating 
the Greek OT is so thick that with-
out extensive reading in OT textual 
criticism, one isn’t in a position to 
generalize, let alone make any de-
termination on a case-by-case basis. 
Even with as much exposure as I 
have to the discipline, I feel hesitant 
to offer much more beyond a confi-
dent rejection of the idea that mod-
ern English versions have failed to 
consider Greek evidence in their 
translations of the OT. 

Bottom line: Where all the textual 
evidence aligns, I have complete con-
fidence that we have the original text. 
That’s most of the OT. Where the ev-
idence diverges, my confidence level 
dials up or down depending on the 
nature of the evidence. In those few 
places, like 1 Sam. 13:1, where we 
can’t draw a conclusion with any de-
gree of certainty, the translators note 
the ambiguity of the evidence. When 
the evidence is ambiguous, we 
should acknowledge it and base no 
doctrine or practice on it. 

I hope that is helpful. If you’d 
like to read more, then I suggest: 
Ellis R. Brotzman and Eric J. Tully. 
Old Testament Textual Criticism: A 
Practical Introduction. Baker Aca-
demic, 2016. 
  
Blessings, 
Philip 

  
Dr. A. Philip Brown II is the Graduate Pro-
gram director and a member of the ministerial 
faculty at God’s Bible School and College. 

HEBREW VERSUS GREEK OLD TESTAMENT 
 
I find a lot of things online saying that the Greek OT is better than the 
Hebrew OT. Are they right? Aren’t our English translations of the OT 
based on the Hebrew Bible? How can I read my NASB and not wonder 
if the Greek OT says something different that might be more accurate? 
Doesn’t the NT quote from the Greek OT in places where it is different 
from the Hebrew OT? —Jason
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PERCENTAGE OF AMERICANS 
CITING “NO RELIGION” HITS 
ALL TIME HIGH 

 
The data from the latest Pew Re-

search Center survey (December 
2021) of the religious composition of 
the United States finds the religiously 
unaffiliated share of the public is 6 
percentage points higher than it was 
five years ago and 10 points higher 
than a decade ago, an indication that 
the secularizing shifts evident in the 
U.S. culture are not slowing. Chris-
tians still make up a majority of the 
U.S. populace, but their share of the 
adult population is 12 points lower 
in 2021 than it was in 2011. In ad-
dition, the share of U.S. adults who 
say they pray on a daily basis has 
been trending downward, as has the 
share who say religion is “very im-
portant” in their lives. Currently, 29% 
of U.S. adults self-identify as religious 
“nones”—people who describe 
themselves as atheists, agnostics, or 
“nothing in particular” when asked 
about their religious identity.  

 
SELF-WORSHIP, THE FASTEST 
GROWING RELIGION 

 
In their recent book Good 

Faith: Being a Christian When Soci-
ety thinks You’re Irrelevant and Ex-
treme, David Kinnaman and Gabe 
Lyons report 84% of Americans be-
lieve that “enjoying yourself is the 
highest goal of life,” 86% believe 
that to enjoy yourself you must 
“pursue the things you desire 
most,” and 91% are in agreement 

with: “To find yourself, look within 
yourself.” One conclusion that 
could be drawn from this data is 
that self-worship is the world’s fas-
test-growing religion.  

 
KEY WORDS IN A MARRIAGE 

 
In a letter to married couples, 

Pope Francis encouraged married 
couples, acknowledging that the 
pandemic has aggravated some 
family problems, and that lockdowns 
and quarantines have forced families 
to spend more time together. This 
“enforced togetherness” at times 
tested the patience of parents and 
siblings alike, and in some cases led 
to real difficulties. He urged couples 
to seek help and always remember 
three key words in a marriage: 
“Please, thanks, and sorry.” 

 
RENOVATION OF THE CHURCH 
OF THE NATIVITY 

 
The Church of the Nativity in 

Bethlehem is set to undergo major 
renovations for the first time in 
hundreds of years. The original 
church was constructed during the 
reign of the Roman Emperor Con-
stantine (306-337 AD) at the re -
quest of his Greek mother, Helena. 
Over the years, the church has 
been destroyed and rebuilt numer-
ous times. The church is a tourist 
attraction because many believe 
that the structure was built where 
Jesus Christ was born. This restora-
tion process is estimated to be a 
$30 million project.

DOMINIC GATTONE grew up 
near Lebanon, PA, in a Christian 
home. As he was a “super shy 
kid,” he knew that the one thing 
he “didn’t want to do was to be-
come a preacher, yet that’s where 
God is leading me.”  

Before coming to GBS, Dom-
inic had never “really shared my 
faith, but through working the 
Prayer Station ministry, I have had 
the opportunities to do so. God 
has allowed me to lead three 
people through a sinner’s prayer in 
three semesters at GBS.” A favorite 
part about GBS has been the 
friendships that he has developed. 
“I didn’t think I would be the type 
to have a lot of friends, but I have 
found a community atmosphere 
that is unmatched.”  

Dominic, a sophomore work-
ing on his BA in Pastoral Ministry, is 
thankful that GBS is preparing him 
for his future by “providing many 
opportunities to get involved with 
evangelistic outreach, preaching 
opportunities, networking, etc.” 
He plans “to enter the ministry 
wherever God calls me.” 

 
Seventy-five percent of our stu-
dents receive some form of finan-
cial aid which enables them to at-
tend GBS. If you would like to sup-
port students with financial needs, 
you may send a gift to: 
 Student Fund 
God’s Bible School and College 
1810 Young Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

or give online anytime at  
www.gbs.edu/givenow
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NOTABLE ALUMNI 
“HOMEGOINGS” 
 

Elnora (Brenneman) Ratcliff Grant, 
87, of Sarahsville, OH, passed 

away on January 2, 2022. She was 
born on January 1, 1935, in Elida, 

OH, to Orvin 
and Zoe 
(Faust) Bren-
neman.   

She at-
tended Circle-
ville Bible 
College (now 
Ohio Christian 
University) 
where she met 

Charles Ratcliff, a faculty member at 
the time. They were married in 1956. 
They moved to Cincinnati and served 
at GBS from 1965 to 1980: Charles as 
a faculty member, department chair, 
and registrar; Elnora as a faculty 
member, admissions officer, and head 
librarian, the position for which most 
remember her. She also earned a de-
gree while at GBS (BA ’67). 

“As a teacher, she has been en-
lightening and interesting; as a librar-
ian, she has been organized and 
efficient; as secretary of admissions, 
she has been helpful and effective; as 
the sponsor of our annual staff, she 
has been faithful and sacrificial” 
(quote from yearbook dedication, 
Hilltop 1977).  

In 1980, the Ratcliffs moved to Cir-
cleville, where both taught at Circleville 
Bible College, Charles until his death in 

1983, and Elnora for 10 years until 
1990. She also served 25 years in 
Noble County Public School System.   

Elnora was preceded in death by 
her first husband Charles Ratcliff. She 
is survived by her husband Michael 
Grant; sons James, John, and Joe; 17 
grandchildren, 17 great-grandchil-
dren; brother Kent Brenneman; sev-
eral nieces and nephews; several 
great-nieces and great-nephews; and 
the many students she taught over 
the years. Funeral services were held 
at Wellman Funeral Home, Circle-
ville, OH. Burial followed in Floral 
Hills Cemetery, Circleville, OH. 

 

Rev. James Ward, 83, passed 
from this life to his eternal re-

ward, February 17, 2022, at his 
home. He was born August 16, 

1938, in 
Washington, 
PA. He was 
married to 
Glenna Ka-
nouff. They 
both received 
ThB degrees 
from GBS, 
Glenna in 
1961 and 

James in 1962. He also earned de-
grees from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania and Cincinnati Bible 
College and Seminary. 

He was a quiet and steady man 
who gave his life to ministry, teach-
ing, his family, and his walk with the 
Lord. He pastored churches in Penn-
sylvania and Indiana, most recently 
at Clarksburg Covenant Church, 
Clarksburg, IN. He taught at Cov-
enant Foundation College, GBS 
(1990-92), and Union Bible College.  

James is survived by his loving 
wife, Glenna (Kanouff) Ward; daugh-
ter, Beverly Kimmel; sons, David, 
James, and John; 18 grandchildren; 
37 great-grandchildren; and sister Pa-
tricia Barley. Funeral services were 
held at Clarksburg Covenant Church, 
Rev. Daniel Smith presiding. Burial 
followed in Fisher Cemetery.  

Dr. Mark S.F. Eckart, age 60, passed 
away on February 27, 2022, at IU 

Health Hospital of Paoli, IN. He was 
born May 4, 1961, in Corydon, IN, to 

Bobby and 
Ella (Dorton) 
Eckart. Mark 
attended and 
graduated 
from GBS 
(BRE ’83). 
While there, 
he met Deb-
orah Jones, 
and they mar-

ried on September 1, 1984. Mark 
continued his educational pursuits, 
earning two master’s degrees from 
Cincinnati Bible Seminary and a 
DMin from Nazarene Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, MO. 

From 1985 to 1996, Mark 
served in various capacities at GBS: 
public relations representative, dean 
of men, dean of students, faculty 
member, chair of the Professional 
Studies Division, and finally as vice-
president for Student Affairs.  

Mark began pastoring in 1996. In 
2003 he was elected district superin-
tendent of the Indiana South District 
of The Wesleyan Church, serving 
more than 75 churches for almost 19 
years. Mark also served as a trustee for 
Indiana Wesleyan University for 18 
years, including eight years on the Stu-
dent Development and Campus Af-
fairs Committee and 10 years on the 
IWU-National and Global Committee. 
He authored five books and taught for 
over 30 years at the collegiate level. 

Mark is survived by his wife, 
Deborah; son, Josh; two daughters, 
Krystal Dailey and Brooklyn John; 
one grandson, Maverick Dailey; 
sisters, Deborah Stuart and Rachel 
Stuart; brothers, Keith, James, and 
John; and many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. Funeral services were 
held at Paoli Wesleyan Church, Paoli, 
IN, Dr. Wayne Schmidt and Bros. 
Charles Stroud and Bob England offi-
ciating. Burial followed at Cedar Hill 
Cemetery, Corydon, IN. 
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“IN THE LORD I TAKE REFUGE”  

by Travis Johnson 
 

 
Scripture: Psalm 11 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

No matter which generation we come from, 
we’ve all heard our share of doomsday theo-
rists calling us to run and hide. Remember 

Y2K? We were told that national and international 
computer systems would collapse, and that banks, 
governments, utilities, and essential businesses would 
shut down, leaving us essentially “in the dark” as we 
began the new millennium. But Y2K came and went, 
and all was well. 

This once-serious concern almost seems embarras-
sing today. Yet, in more recent days, we’ve heard about 
the threatening possibility of economic collapse, martial 
law, mass starvation, forced immunization, and so on. 
The temptation is still to turn and run! This leads us to 
ask: What should we do when tempted to do so? Psalm 
11 helps us answer that question. 

David was often in danger. There were times 
when he stood his ground, and times when fleeing 
was wiser than fighting. David fled Saul’s court, and 
hid in the wilderness for several years. Even during 
Absalom’s rebellion, David took refuge on the eastern 
side of the Jordan River. Both of these proved to be 
wise moves. However, during the unknown crisis de-
scribed in this Psalm, David did not run from his post 
but remained on duty, trusting the Lord to protect him 
as his refuge. 

All of us face moments of fear in which we are 
tempted simply to run away from the trouble. It is in 
these moments that Scripture calls us to hide our-
selves in God. Only God can offer true refuge from 
life’s dangers and the misery of our sin. Whatever our 
crisis may be, the Psalm teaches us that we must 

choose between fear and faith; timidity and trust; lis-
tening to mere human counsel, and obeying the 
Lord’s wisdom.  

 
DAVID’S TRUST—Psalm 11:1a 

 
David begins this Psalm with a declaration of his 

trust in God: “In the LORD I take refuge.” As he had 
done throughout his life, David fled to God as his for-
tress of protection as he faced this crisis. David didn’t 
look to others or even himself, but he placed his trust 
exclusively in the Lord. 

Trusting God means that life may not go the way 
you want it to. Some have the false belief that follow-
ing Christ entitles them to a problem-free life. And if 
they do have problems, they think either they don’t 
have enough faith, or God is not keeping up His end 
of the bargain. But the Bible firmly contradicts that false 
belief: “In the world, you will have trouble” (John 
16:33). It’s not a matter of if, but when. Many godly 
people both in the Bible and in Church history suffered 
tremendously.  

God does not have to explain everything going 
on in your life. God didn’t answer Job when he essen-
tially asked “Why me?” We can get into trouble when 
we persist in asking, “Why me?” “Why this?” “Why 
now?” “Why not them?” (See Psalm 73.) We can wres-
tle honestly with our emotions before God, but mature 
trust in God teaches us to ask other questions: “Lord, 
what are You trying to teach me?” “Lord, how can this 
trial make me more like Jesus?” “Lord, how can I draw 
closer to You during this trial?” “Lord, how can I com-
fort others during my trial?” 

Your pain has a purpose. Your pain is not point-
less; your misery is not meaningless. The pain and suf-
fering of God’s people has a purpose. Paul says in 2 
Corinthians 4:17, “[Our] light momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory.” In other 
words, God will use our pain to prepare, bring about, 
and produce something beautiful in our lives that we 
can gain in no other way. 

When pain comes into your life, don’t say that it is 
meaningless. It’s not. It is working for you an eternal 
weight of glory. Our earthly pain produces eternal gain.  

We remember God’s character never changes. I 
remember, when my kids were little, I would stand 
them up on the kitchen counter and they would fall or 
jump into my arms. The first few times they tried it, 
they were terrified! They were afraid that I wouldn’t 
catch them. But for all three of my children, I never 
once missed them. The time came when they were no 
longer scared because they knew I wouldn’t let them 
fall. This is why David could trust in the Lord. God had 
proved to be his refuge time and time again. How do I 
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grow in trusting God? By actively calling to mind His 
faithful, steadfast character. 

 
DAVID’S TEMPTATION—Psalm 11:1b-3 

 
“…How can you say to my soul, ‘Flee like a bird 

to your mountain, for behold, the wicked bend the 
bow; they have fitted their arrow to the string to shoot 
in the dark at the upright in heart; if the foundations 
are destroyed, what can the righteous do?’” 

Apparently, David was surrounded by people who 
advised him to leave Jerusalem and escape the upcom-
ing danger. In response, he said to them, “How can you 
say to me: Flee like a bird to your mountain?” David’s 
counselors looked with terror at the wicked who were 
bending their bows and setting their arrows to shoot at 
them. In today’s language, David’s counselors would 
say, “Look! There is a loaded gun pointed at your head, 
and you have to run!” They saw enemies lurking in the 
shadows, waiting for the right moment to spring their 
deadly ambush upon David (v.2). In the face of this 
danger, David’s supporters were fearful, saying, “If the 
foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” 
(v.3). “Foundations” here is a metaphor for social 
order—it could refer to people, or the principles of jus-
tice upon which Israel was founded. “Destroyed” de-
scribes the turbulent upheaval of the moral values and 
civil order of their day. These advisers could no longer 
live in a culture in which evil prevailed, and thus their 
counsel to David was to run and hide from the danger. 

Are you ever tempted to run? The foundations, the 
social order of our culture, is eroding, and the tempta-
tion to run and hide is strong at times. But the next few 
verses give us a perspective that will encourage us to 
trust God just as David did. 

 
DAVID’S TRIUMPH—Psalm 11:4-7 

 
In David’s reply to his fearful followers, he helps 

them to redirect their focus to the Lord. He did this by 
reminding them of four things: 

 
David reminds them of God’s sovereignty: “The 

LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD’s throne is in 
heaven” (v.4). 

The physical tabernacle was a constant reminder 
of God’s presence among His people. One could 
simply look at the temple to know that God was with 
His people. David is saying here that the presence of 
God has not moved from the temple. Furthermore, 
God was still upon His throne, ruling and reigning over 
the painful trial they were experiencing. Nothing is out 
of control—because God is in control! David’s advisors 
asked: “What can the righteous do?” But in reality 

that’s the wrong question. The right question is: “What 
can’t the righteous do since God is still on His throne?” 

This is not to suggest that God is unconcerned by 
what we face; rather, He is not overwhelmed or pan-
icked by what overwhelms us. Instead, God remains 
unshaken and eternally in power. Not once has God 
ever wrung His hands or paced the “floor of heaven” 
in a panic. In spite of pandemics and economic depres-
sion, God is still in control! In the midst of social dis-
tancing and face masks, God is still on the throne! 
Psalm 75:3 reminds us of this truth with overwhelming 
certainty: “When the earth totters, and all its inhabi-
tants, it is I who keep steady its pillars.” 

 
David reminds them of God’s scrutiny: “His eyes 

see, his eyelids test the children of man. The Lord tests 
the righteous” (vv.4b-5a).  

God sees all that people do; their deeds are appar-
ent to Him. As Proverbs 15:3 reminds us: “The eyes of 
the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil 
and the good.” Because it seems that the wicked get 
away with so much, we often forget this reality. By for-
getting that God is watching, we may think that He does 
not know what the wicked world is doing. But the next 
section of Scripture puts that misconception to rest. 

 
David reminds them of God’s severity. “But his soul 

hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. Let him 
rain coals on the wicked; fire and sulfur and a scorching 
wind shall be the portion of their cup” (vv.5b-6). 

Don’t lose hope because you see the evildoers of 
this world appearing to succeed. In time they will fall 
in judgment. God will not allow them to go on without 
punishment. But what does He have planned for His 
own people? The final verse answers that question. 

 
David reminds them of God’s support of the 

righteous. “For the LORD is righteous; he loves right-
eous deeds; the upright shall behold his face” (v.7).  

This is the Christian hope: seeing the face of God. 
But there is a greater depth implied in these words: 
our ability to see God’s face. Remember, God said to 
Moses, “You cannot see my face; for no man shall see 
me, and live” (Ex. 33:20). No human can be in God’s 
presence and see Him for who He is. But there is a 
great promise given to us through Christ: “Beloved, 
we are God’s children now, and what we will be has 
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears 
we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he 
is (1 John 3:2).” 

 
Travis Johnson (BA ’15) is the lead pastor of the Bible Methodist 
Church, Findlay, OH. This was adapted from a post at holyjoys.org 
and used by permission. All Scripture quotations are from the ESV.
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 O ne of the joys of being a senior citizen is the 
pleasure and joy of taking an occasional glance 
at the rearview mirror of life. For many years I 

was constantly forced to think and plan about the 
near and distant futures. I rarely had time to look at 
the past. 
 
IN THE FAST LANE OF LIFE                                                                                

 
When I served as a pastor, I was always preparing 

sermons for the following Sunday services and Bible 
studies for Wednesday evenings. During the Advent 
season, I often planned weeks ahead for my sermons. 

When I was the editor of God’s Revivalist, I was re-
sponsible to produce a sixteen page periodical two 
times each month. I had to work approximately six to 
eight weeks ahead in order to meet printing deadlines. 

When I had church administrative responsibilities, 
overseeing forty-plus churches and a district camp-
ground, I was always planning ahead…to the next 
church visit; the next camp event, district function, or a 
denominational meeting to attend. My day-timer was 
an important book for me to consult. 

SLOWING DOWN 
 

In 2016, after my second heart attack, I resigned 
my local pastorate and all denominational district re-
sponsibilities. I did not retire from the ministry, only ad-
ministrative duties.  

Don’t misunderstand me. I am still busy. I am privi-
leged to fill in for pastors when they are away. I enjoy 
visiting nursing homes. I continue to write. I am privi-
leged to teach ordination classes for my denomination. 
I continue to practice my “ministry of friendship” in the 
small town where I live. 

I love texting with my family and friends. I enjoy yard 
work. In recent years I have traveled to fourteen states. 
Since leaving the “fast lane” of life, my wife and I have vis-
ited the Bahamas and I enjoyed a mission trip to Cuba. 
 
GLANCING AT THE REARVIEW MIRROR 
 

One of the blessings of slowing down is the joy of 
looking into the rearview mirror of life and glancing at 
the leadership and goodness and blessings of God ac-
ross fifty years of ministry.  

     The Joy of Looking into the 

  Rearview 
       Mirror 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
by Glenn D. Black
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by Sonja Vernon 
 
TOO LATE 
 
“The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent persistently 
to them by his messengers, because he had compas-
sion on his people and on his dwelling place. But 
they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising 
his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the 
wrath of the LORD rose against his people, until there 
was no remedy.” —2 Chronicles 36:15-16 ESV 
 

F or the second time, Nebuchadnezzar had laid siege 
to Jerusalem. This time he had taken the king and 

had appointed 21-year-old Zedekiah in his place. 
Zedekiah had seen the might and power of Babylon’s 
armies. He knew destruction was possible, but still, he 
would not listen to the prophet Jeremiah’s warnings. 
“He stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against 
turning to the LORD, the God of Israel” (v.13b), and the 
people of Judah went right along with him. A compas-
sionate God warned them time after time through the 
voices of His faithful messengers, but there came a 
point when the warnings had to end in action. Nebu-
chadnezzar would return, and the city would be set 
ablaze, the temple destroyed, and the people taken 
into exile.  

My friend, God is beautifully merciful. He is full of 
compassion and love. He is also a God of integrity who 
keeps His word. He will woo us. He will warn us. But 
there will come a time when He will make good on His 
warnings, when, through our own choices, there will be 
no remedy. Please don’t tempt His mercy. Please listen 
to His faithful messengers. He is calling you now. Please 
don’t wait until it is too late! 
 
Sonja Vernon is Vice President for Student Affairs at God’s Bible School.
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As I glance into the rearview mirror of life, I see 
the effects of the calling of God in my life. When I an-
swered the call to the ministry in September of 1968, 
God rescued an aimless preacher’s kid and gave me 
purpose and direction in life.  

As I glance into the rearview mirror of life, I see 
what I often call “the hidden hand of God,” or what the 
theologians call “divine providence.” In each pastorate, 
while serving at my alma mater, and later as a district 
superintendent for my denomination, the hand of God 
and His finger prints are detected everywhere.  

As I glance into the rearview mirror of life, I see 
the holy examples of many sanctified saints of God 
who provided me glimpses of God’s holiness, His 
love, His peace, and His faithfulness.   

As I glance into the rearview mirror of life, I see 
the blessings of my mother and father’s Christian in-
fluences on me and my two sisters and two brothers.  

As I glance into the rearview mirror of life, I see 
godly men like Leslie D. Wilcox, who inspired me to 
study and pursue the rich truths of God’s Holy Word. 
He was an insightful theologian and a true teacher 
and friend. I see godly women like Miss Reiss, my GBS 
high school English teacher, who modeled Christlike 
sweetness and kindness before me. She taught me to 
believe in myself and strive to be at my best as an 
available vessel for God’s kingdom. 

As I glance into the rearview mirror of life, I recog-
nize God’s great grace, His measureless mercies, and 
His limitless love. With enthusiastic anticipation, I be-
lieve without any hesitation that my future rests within 
God’s grace, mercies, love, peace, and His faithfulness.  
In Paul Rees’ book Men of Action in the Book of Acts, 
he has a chapter titled “Philip: The Man Who Could 
Fade Out Gracefully.” Dr. Rees organized his thoughts 
with three major points: The Dawnlight, The Noon-
light, and The Twilight. Under the third point he had 
the following three sub-points about Philip: 
 While he (Philip) faded from prominence, he •

did not fade from obedience. 
While Philip faded from fame, he did not fade •
from fruitfulness. 
While this man faded from the ministry of signs •
(see Acts 8:6) he did not fade from the ministry 
of saintliness. 

I choose to be like Philip as I look through the 
windshield of life and continue my ministry and Chris-
tian journey. 

 
Glenn D. Black (HS ’69, BRE ’74) is a long-term pastor and retired 
district superintendent of The Wesleyan Church (Kentucky District). 
He has also served as editor of God’s Revivalist (1976-1985). He 
and his wife Sharon (Jackman) (BA ’70) live in Westport, IN.                                                                                                                            




