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I was recently reading about Dwight L. Moody and no-
ticed that personal soul-winning not only defined his 
ministry, but it also was how he came to Christ. His Bos-

ton Sunday school teacher, Edward Kimball, was deter-
mined to speak to him about spiritual matters and worked 
up the courage to go to the shoe store where the young 
Moody worked. He found him in the back, wrapping up 
shoes. Kimball, after what he felt was a “very weak plea for 
Christ,” simply told Moody that Jesus loved him. The young 
man was “ready for the light that then broke upon him,” 
and gave his life to Christ right there in that store.  

Moody never forgot the power of personal soul-win-
ning. He resolved that he would try to win at least one 
person to Christ every day. Often he would simply go out 
into the streets to find someone to talk to about Jesus. On 
one occasion, he was speaking in a series of meetings at 
the Opera House in Buffalo, N.Y. Personal soul-winning 
was so much on his mind that, on the way to the venue, 
he had the driver of his carriage pull close to the curb so 
he could look for someone to talk to.    

 When he spotted a prospect, Moody asked the driver 
to stop, and he stepped into the rainy night to talk with the 
pedestrian. It happened that he was going to the Opera 
House to hear Moody preach. Without telling the stranger 
that he was Moody, he simply said he was headed there as 
well and invited the gentleman to ride along. Moody asked 
him if he were a Christian. Learning that he was not, 
Moody, in that short drive from the hotel to the Opera 
House, led the man to Christ. 

As I read this, I thought of Mark Bird. I remembered 
receiving the tributes from his family (p.11) affirming that 
he “lives out what he teaches” because they “see him reg-
ularly share his faith with others.” That is Mark! 

As Vice President for Academic Affairs at GBS, I was 
often amazed at how focused Mark was on practically ap-
plying classroom learning to getting the gospel to those in 
need. He has been instrumental in seeing that GBS stu-
dents gain real experience in preaching outdoors and giving 
gospel lessons to adults and children through sketchboard 
ministry and other methods. Mark is about MINISTRY! 

Enjoy this issue that honors Mark Bird for 25 years of 
service at GBS and for taking the gospel to the streets! —KF
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It is hard for me to imagine what GBS would be like 
without Mark Bird on campus. I came to GBS in the 
winter of 1997, and he came later on that fall. As is typi-
cal, we ministerial students were a bit nervous to have 
another professor joining the ministerial faculty because 
we didn’t know if he would be “hard” or “easy.” Turns out 
Mark is both.  

One thing that stands out is his unique grading style. 
Often on an assignment he would give fractional credit 
on an answer, for example 5/8, 2/3, or 1/8. Many times, 
I sat down and added all these fractions together. Don’t 
tell him, but I could never get them to add up to my 
final grade. Looking back, I believe that it was his way of 
correcting us without penalizing us. Throughout my 
ministry I have leaned hard on what I learned in his 
classes. Systematic Theology, World Religions, Evangel-
ism, and Apologetics are just a sampling of the classes I 
took under Mark Bird. I am better because of Mark’s 
dedication to excellence in teaching and his personal 
care for his students! 

This issue of God’s Revivalist is in honor of Dr. Bird’s 
25 years of service to God’s Bible School, and we begin 
with a biography. Enjoy. 

 
GROWING UP 

Mark Robin Bird was born October 28, 
1966, to Don and Martha Bird. Don was 
a dairy farmer and John Deere tractor me-

chanic. Their 100-acre farm was located near the 
little town of Luther, Michigan. Mark was the ninth 
of ten children, and he points out that “over the 
course of 20 years, my mom and dad created a 
family configuration like Job—seven sons and three 
daughters!” 

Mark was quiet as a kid, especially around 
adults. Although he read a lot of books, he also en-
joyed playing sports with his friends and was active 
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in a summer baseball league, where he was usually either 
first baseman or pitcher. His team won two tournaments. 

The Birds attended a holiness church in Evart, 
Michigan, as well as holiness camp meetings and revival 
services. Mark remembers being “exposed to good, old-
fashioned preaching” and although he was a “fairly 
good kid,” he knew he was lost. When he was 15, he 
went to a holiness camp in Carson City, Michigan, 
where Richard Gremillion was preaching. That night, 
he went to the altar, and God witnessed to his heart 
that his sins were forgiven and that he was a child of 
God. He said, “I was filled with joy and a determination 
to live for Christ the rest of my life.” 

 A few days later, while reading his Bible and praying 
alone, he sensed the presence of God incredibly near, so 
he prayed a simple prayer: “Lord, I gave you my all when 
you saved me; now I want you to sanctify me.” A mo-
ment later, the Holy Spirit clearly witnessed to his spirit 
that the work had been done, and again he was filled 
with great joy. He said, “That experience solidified the 
doctrine of entire sanctification in my heart and mind.”  

The fact that Mark always enjoyed school and made 
good grades led him to think that he might someday be 
a teacher. His first memory of school was in the ele-
mentary public school in Vestaburg, Michigan, and later 
elementary and junior high in the Pine River public 
school system. However, in the early 1980s, their 
church in Evart started a Christian school, now called 
Daystar Academy, and in 1981, Mark transferred there 
for high school. He so enjoyed working through the 
A.C.E. paces (Accelerated Christian Education) 
that in 1984 he graduated a year early with 

more than four-years’-worth of credits, and while taking 
electives such as Greek, Shorthand, and Precalculus. He 
was valedictorian of his class.   

 
COLLEGE EDUCATION 

In 1983, Mark and his father had attended a school 
service for Union Bible Seminary. A quartet sang, the 
school’s president, Rev. James Keaton, spoke, and Kea-
ton’s young daughter Kim played the piano. The Birds 
were impressed, especially Mark’s father, who was a big 
southern gospel fan. He was also impressed by what he 
heard about the school and encouraged Mark to con-
sider attending there. 

So, in the fall of 1984, Mark enrolled in UBS. When 
registering for classes, he was supposed to select a pro-
gram of study. However, none of the options appealed 
to him, so he “defaulted to the education program,” 
even though he still wasn’t sure he wanted to be a 
teacher. He notes, “I was only 17 and was being asked 
to decide what I wanted to do for the rest of my life!” 
But he did enjoy the program, especially under the 
leadership of department head Carole Russell. Beyond 
his actual studies, he kept very busy by singing all four 
years in the UBS choir directed by Melvin Adams and 
traveling in a PR quartet for two summers, much of that 
time with Don Davison, the public relations director. In 
order to earn enough money to get through school, he 
also was busy working jobs at McDonald’s, a chemical 
plant, a pizza parlor as a delivery boy, a grocery store 
meat department, and at Kaufman Products, a factory 

that stamped out steel parts. 
Through it all, Mark managed to 
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Mark, the 9th of 10 children, grew up on a farm in 
Michigan. Pictured below is a quartet he sang in while 

attending Union Bible Seminary.
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finish his Bachelor of Religious Education degree in 1988, 
graduating summa cum laude with a grade point average 
of 3.97. His graduating class was the last to graduate from 
“Union Bible Seminary” as the institution soon changed 
its name to “Union Bible College.” 

 
FIRST TEACHING ASSIGNMENT 

With this degree in education completed, Mark was 
asked to stay at UBC and teach in the high school there. 
He “taught pretty much something in every area—
science, Bible, American history, English, math, and physi-
cal education.” During his summer breaks, he took jobs 
painting houses in order to have the extra money he 
needed for graduate studies at Pensacola Christian Col-
lege, Pensacola, Florida. This meant spending five to six 
weeks for three summers taking on-campus classes in a 
block format. His goal was “to be a more effective high 
school teacher.” In 1991, he graduated from PCC with an 
MS in Secondary Education.  

When James Keaton returned for a second stint as 
president of UBC in 1991, he asked Mark, now with his 
first master’s degree, to switch from teaching in the high 
school to teaching in the college. Mark agreed, and he 
began his college career teaching general education 
courses. However, he soon sensed a drawing toward the-
ology and decided to act. “I noticed that a Hermeneutics 
class at UBC needed a teacher for the fall semester. I also 
noticed that Wesley Biblical Seminary was offering a 
block class on hermeneutics (taught by Dr. Gary Cocke-
rill). So I signed up for that class and volunteered to 
teach Hermeneutics at UBC. I was able to learn the sub-
ject and then apply and teach what I had learned at a 
college level.” 

Next, he set up a plan to get a degree from WBS. 
President Keaton allowed him to take sabbaticals during 
the spring of ’94 and the fall of ’95, which allowed him 
to go to seminary full-time during those two semesters, 
with a year of teaching at UBC in between. During that 
year, he also took classes part-time at Indiana Wesleyan 
University, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and An-
derson University, one course each. He transferred those 
courses into the 60-hour MA at WBS. The degree re-
quired a thesis, for which he did a comparative study of 
the soteriology of John Wesley and Charles Stanley. Out 
of this thesis came Mark’s first book, How Can You Be 
Sure? His MA in theology equipped him to teach theol-
ogy courses such as apologetics, systematic theology, 
world religions, and evangelism in addition to herme-
neutics. However, that degree did not quell his desire for 
further education.  

After he had graduated with the MA from WBS, 
Stephen Gibson, a friend and old college roommate, in-
troduced him to Grace Theological Seminary (Winona 
Lake, IN) where he started taking classes toward a Doctor 

Dr. Mark Bird reminds me of the renowned Swiss army 
knife: he’s good at so many different things! The stu-
dents he has taught for a quarter century probably best 
know Mark for his passion for evangelism. Hundreds of 
students can explain the basic message of the Bible be-
cause they studied with Mark. And only God knows how 
many people have entered His Kingdom because of 
Mark’s evangelism work—not just what he has done 
himself, but what his students have done and continue 
to do. To his colleagues, Mark is known for his deep 
love for people—he knows people everywhere, it 
seems! This love shows up in his work here too, as no 
one is more committed to helping students succeed 
than Mark is. And then, a few of us know about his se-
cret abilities. Mark is a consummate handyman, and his 
fingerprints are quietly around campus—a wall im-
proved here, a room painted there... What strikes me 
most is that Mark is a Kingdom man: he’s really inter-
ested in building just one Kingdom, the only one that 
matters, the eternal and unshakeable Kingdom of God! 

DR. AARON D. PROFITT 
GBS Vice President for Academic Affairs 

 
 
Thinking about Dr. Mark Bird brings memories of the 
young man I met when he first came to GBS. He had 
high goals set for his life, but always followed the Lord’s 
leading. I watched him as he pursued three major 
goals—EDUCATION all the way to a doctorate, marriage 
and fine Christian FAMILY, and TEACHING, an area he has 
excelled in as he takes what he teaches in the class-
room and models it in real life by reaching others with 
the gospel. I would say he has not let up on those three 
goals, but keeps polishing each as the Lord leads his life. 

FLOYD HYATT 
GBS Access and Safety Director 

  
Dr. Mark Bird is a delight to work with and has such 
compassion for those around him. He is very attentive 
to the needs of others. I don’t know that I have ever  
met a man with more zeal when it comes to witnessing 
and discipleship. 

CHERYL WATTERS 
GBS Executive Assistant to the President 



of Ministry degree in 1996. The courses there were set up 
as one-week block sessions preceded by reading and re-
view assignments and followed by a major writing project. 
All of this load, in conjunction with his UBC teaching, 
kept him quite busy. He taught in the college at UBC for 
six years, but a change in venue was on the horizon. 

 
MINISTRY AT GBS 

In 1995, Michael Avery became president of God’s 
Bible School. One of his primary goals was to strengthen 
the ministerial education faculty. Dr. Allan Brown was 
hired to chair that division of the college. In looking for 
additional hires, UBC’s Mark Bird created interest. After 
securing permission from President Keaton to do so, Pres-
ident Avery contacted Mark to see if he had any interest 
in moving to GBS to become part of the ministerial educa-
tion team that was being assembled.  

Mark’s first response was that he would consider an 
adjunct position, but he really didn’t have any further in-
terest. He was content at UBC and thought that he might 
spend his life there. However, that feeling was to change. 
Mark recalls, “About a year later, in 1997, I sensed that 
God wanted me to leave UBC, so I decided not to sign 
my next contract even though I didn’t have a place to go.” 
At the same time, Dr. Brown was looking for someone to 
fill a spot in the Bible faculty at GBS. When he learned 
that Mark was available, he set up an interview over lunch 
at a Chinese restaurant in the Cincinnati area. Mark ac-
cepted the offer he was given and joined the GBS faculty 
in the fall of 1997. 

Upon his arrival at GBS, his teaching mainly focused 
on apologetics and systematic theology. Students enjoyed 
his classroom presentations and readily responded to his 
call for Christian witness downtown on Fountain Square 
or at the University of Cincinnati.  

During his early years at GBS, Mark became more 
aware of the connections various family members had with 
the school. “Although I had known that my sister Maribeth 
had gone to school at GBS, I learned that one of my new 
colleagues, Dr. Marcia Davis, had been her roommate. I 
also learned that in the early 1920s, my maternal grand-
mother and grandfather were married on the GBS campus 
in what they called Standley Chapel, which was located in 
what is now the administration building. That grandfather, 
H.B. Kreider, had studied at GBS (1922) before he went out 
to do tent evangelism and eventually pastor Pilgrim Holi-
ness churches. My grandparents attended GBS camp meet-
ing every year for most of the rest of their lives.” 

 
MARK AND KRISTIN 

Another new member on the faculty that year was 
Kristin Palmer. Like Mark, she was a ministry-driven Chris-
tian educator. In fact, she loved school so much that she 
chose to go to summer school every year that she was 
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Having worked closely with Mark Bird for twenty 
years, I can testify that he is a godly man who shares 
Jesus’ passion for the lost. Mark’s unstinting 
engagement in personal evangelism, interaction with 
non-believers in meet-up groups, and promotion of 
evangelism in the GBS curriculum sets him apart as a 
bright star in the constellation of GBS faculty. My 
heartiest congratulations to Mark on reaching this 
milestone in Kingdom service at GBS. 

DR. PHILIP BROWN 
GBS Graduate Program Director, 

Ministerial Education Faculty 
   
Dr. Mark Bird is a valued colleague in the Ministerial 
Education Division at God’s Bible School and College.  
He has been a faithful teacher and friend for the last 25 
years. The students give Dr. Bird wonderful reviews for 
his classes in apologetics and theology. He has been a 
wonderful team member on my faculty. He has been a 
great strength to the Ministerial Division in teaching, 
demonstrating, and encouraging our students in per-
sonal soul winning. In addition to his professional re-
sponsibilities, his love for the Lord and for others is 
exemplary. May God grant Mark many more years of 
profitable teaching and ministry.  

DR. ALLAN BROWN 
GBS Division Chair, Ministerial Education 

  
I met Dr. Bird in 1999 doing a college tour with an OAC 
evangelist from Great Britain. He had us go to downtown 
Cincinnati to conduct an open-air meeting and became 
convinced that GBS students would benefit with this type 
of evangelistic training. This is the same Dr. Bird who is 
passionate today that GBS students learn to evangelize 
while in college. I have worked with the body of Christ on 
the college level for 40 years. Dr. Bird stands alone as 
one who has put into practice good classroom instruc-
tion with practical evangelistic outreach in the highways, 
byways, and hedges of the Cincinnati area. God’s Bible 
School and College is blessed beyond measure to have a 
family on staff like Mark and Kristin Bird. They are also a 
great blessing to our mission. 

ERIC BRISCOE 
Staff Evangelist, Open Air Campaigners USA 
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able. Most years it was to take a “fun” course like photog-
raphy, but she also took courses like Algebra 2. She could 
complete them in six weeks instead of a whole school 
year. Concerning her early vocational aspirations, she says, 
“Ever since I was very little, I wanted to be a doctor. My 
grandfather would tell me by the time I finished med 
school he’d need a new ‘ticker.’” The day after she gradu-
ated from Highlands High School, Natrona Heights, Penn-
sylvania, she started college working toward her goal at 
Chatam College (Pittsburgh, PA). However, while she was 
working on her pre-med training, she received a full 
music scholarship. The bachelor’s degree required a the-
sis, but while Kristin completed the classes for two majors, 
she only wrote one thesis. As a result, in 1993 she gradu-
ated with a BA in Fine Arts (music—flute performance) 
and a minor in biology/pre-med. 

After completing this degree, Kristin started working 
full time in her mother’s preschool while also volunteering 
in the emergency room across the street to fulfill her med-
ical hours. She recalls, “I loved organizing lessons, teach-
ing them, and watching kids learn. That’s when I knew 
God wanted me to be a teacher. So, after one year, I went 
back to school at the University of Pittsburgh and com-
pleted an MA in teaching in the summer of 1995 and 
have been teaching (and loving it) ever since.”  

From her arrival at GBS, she played an integral part in 
the teacher education program. It so happened that there 
was a campus housing shortage at that time. She re-
members it well. “Since I was single, they moved me 
around a bit. I lived in three different places within my 
first two weeks of arrival and ended up in the dorm for 
the rest of my first year. Other faculty joked that there was 
a single guy who was also a new college faculty member; 
by marrying him, I could solve some of the housing prob-
lems, and they would stop moving me around.” She 
ended up meeting this man—Mark Bird—at the first fac-
ulty meeting of the year.  

Meanwhile, Mark had also noticed Kristin. He quickly 
discovered that “we had a lot in common.” They started 
spending time together and studying together, and it grad-
ually dawned on Mark “that this was a very special girl 
that I’d like to spend the rest of my life with.”  

Kristin is not sure when “dating” first started, but she 
also remembers that they would spend time together 
grading their class assignments. They both point to a spe-
cial date they had around Christmas that year. Mark re-
calls it like this: “Our trip to the Cincinnati Zoo during the 
Festival of Lights may not have been an official ‘date,’ but 
it is a special ‘romantic’ memory to me.” Kristin said that 
during that “special date,” she realized “I was serious 
about him and that he might be the one.” 

In the months ahead, their relationship blossomed. 
They went on “double dates” with Edsel and Alice 
Trouten and continued to study and do fun things to-

 I am thankful for the valuable contributions that Dr. 
Mark Bird makes to the GBS campus. My college-age 
children have benefitted both from their personal inter-
actions with him and from his classroom teaching. His 
positive and buoyant approach to life gives a purposeful 
fervor to his instruction in Bible and apologetics. I know 
that my son who is a ministerial student has enjoyed 
learning techniques both for soul-winning and for an-
swering atheists and agnostics. Dr. Bird’s personal grip 
on a conservative Christian worldview and biblical phi-
losophy of living continue to be an important element 
on our campus. Thank you, Dr. Bird, for living what you 
teach. You are appreciated.  

VALORIE QUESENBERRY 
GBS Director of Financial Aid/Cashier 

  
I was privileged to be one of Mark Bird’s students at 
GBS and then later return to work alongside him as a 
colleague. I appreciate his passion to share the gospel 
with the lost, and also his concern that students learn 
and be transformed. He has already established a legacy 
of faithful service in God’s kingdom, and I pray that God 
blesses him with many more years of fruitful ministry.  

DR. STEPHEN SMITH 
GBS Ministerial Education Faculty 

  
I’m happy to acknowledge Mark, not only as a friend of 
many years, but also as a co-laborer in proclaiming bib-
lical authority in all areas of life. I’m thrilled to rec-
ognize Mark for 25 years of teaching apologetics in 
college, graduate school, and other settings. Congrats! 

KEN HAM 
Founder/CEO of Answers in Genesis, 

Ark Encounter /Creation Museum 
   
It’s an honor and a joy to help celebrate this significant 
milestone in the life of Dr. Mark Bird. I think of Mark as 
a passionate defender of the faith, a zealous and fear-
less witness, and a tender-hearted father. He’s a found-
ing team member of Shepherds Global Classroom and a 
true and kind friend. Thank you, Mark, for all you’ve 
done and all you continue to do for the kingdom of God! 

TIM KEEP 
Founder/Director of Shepherds Global Classroom  

  
I’ve known Mark since his first days as a staff / faculty 
member at GBS. While others appropriately note his fer-
vor in personal evangelism, I have been just as im-
pressed with his gentle, humble spirit and willingness 
to work unnoticed behind the scenes at menial tasks. 
He certainly lives out in everyday life what it means to 
be a Christ-follower. 

KEVIN MOSER 
Assistant Editor /Art Director, Revivalist Press 



gether. The following summer Mark was taking a 3-
week class in Israel at Jerusalem University, and Kristin 
joined him for the last week. He proposed to her on 
the shore of Galilee. They were married on October 3, 
1998, in the Amish Door, in Holmes County, Ohio, 
with Rev. Edsel Trouten officiating.  

Life was exciting as Mark now shared his home base 
for teaching ministry with his new wife. One thing that 
remained the same was his drive for professional devel-
opment. Work on his DMin program at Grace Theolog-
ical Seminary had made the trip with him from UBC to 
GBS. He had been able to choose a practical theology 
focus for the program, and his dissertation project was 
developing an apologetics course. This would later be-
come the foundation for his second book, Defending 
Your Faith. He completed this doctoral work in 2000. 
 
A GROWING FAMILY 

Although Mark is “not sure why,” he remembers 
really wanting their first child to be a girl; and his wish 
came true! “It turned out that all three of our children 
were girls. It’s been a joy to interact with them as young-
sters in all their feminine cuteness and to see them grow 
up to love God and others. I’ve tried to disciple them to 
be solid Christians and positive influencers.” The three 
daughters are: Karissa (born September 6, 2000), Megan 
(born October 19, 2003), and Kar-
ina (born December 13, 2011). The 
Bird family has always liked taking 
trips together. Mark says, “A high-
light for the girls was the opportunity 
to go to Italy, Greece, and Israel.” 

Kristin spent 11 years as a full-
time GBS faculty member before 
cutting back in 2009 to pursue a 
PhD and to start the online Christian 
school Sevenstar Academy (2006-
16) for grades six through twelve 
with Dr. Mark Beadle. Like her hus-
band, Kristin was always looking for 
opportunities for professional growth 
and development. She pursued a 
PhD in Curriculum and Instructional 
Leadership from Northcentral Univer-
sity (San Diego, CA) and 
earned it in 2015. (Yes, 
there are now two Dr. 
Birds at GBS!) Kristin re-
turned to school in 2021 
for 10 months and com-
pleted 20 credits for her 
K-12 Ohio Intervention 
License, both mild to 
moderate and moderate 

to intensive disabilities. Through all this, Kristin continues 
as a GBS adjunct professor, both on campus and online. 

 
MARK’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Christian Service Director. One semester after he 
arrived at GBS, Mark, in addition to his teaching respon-
sibilities, was asked to be the Christian Service Director 
for the college. He ran that department for about 10 
years, supervising leaders of the various downtown 
chapels, Personal Witnessing Team, Kids Klubs, etc.  

Small Group Director. Under the umbrella of 
Christian Service Director, he initiated a four-year 
“experiment,” becoming the Small Group Director 
for the campus. In this capacity, he trained about 20 
students to be leaders over small groups that met 
during the Monday chapel time. He guided the 
groups throughout the year with the help of the Bible 
faculty who each coached five leaders. Evaluation at 
the end of the year disclosed that the group leaders 
were reviewed very positively, and the small groups 
seemed to be effective overall. This program even-
tually turned into “discipleship groups,” currently 
knows as D-Group Ministry which takes place every 
other Wednesday evening, alternating with Wednes-
day night prayer meetings. This ministry continues to 
play an important role in the spiritual and social de-

velopment of our students. 
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Open Air Campaigners. Around 1999, while Mark 
was the Christian Service Director, he was contacted by 
Eric Briscoe, U.S. Director of the Open Air Campaigners. 
Eric wanted to know if GBS might be interested in par-
ticipating in training young people for open air outreach. 
Eric Briscoe and Korky Davy were invited to GBS to 
demonstrate the training they provide. Mark was 
amazed by the tools that they had and the effectiveness 
with which they drew a crowd to preach to in down-
town Cincinnati. As a result, GBS has had Open Air 
Campaigners back on campus every year since then. For 
over 20 years, they have trained GBS students and 
others to preach outdoors and give gospel lessons to 
adults and to children. A 1-hour elective called “Open 
Air Sketchboard Ministry” was added to the catalog, 
and, after a few years, the division added the course as a 
requirement for the pastoral ministry track of the minis-
terial education degree. Many students from all divisions 
have been trained to use the sketchboard and other 
methods to present the gospel message to the public.  

Connection with Answers in Genesis. In 2006, 
Mark went to Answers in Genesis (AiG), which was in 
the process of building the Creation Museum. The 
purpose of the meeting with CEO Ken Ham was to see 
if AiG would be willing to publish Mark’s book, De-

fending Your Faith, and if 
Ken Ham would write 

the foreword to it. Once Mr. Ham looked it over, he 
agreed, saying that he wanted the organization to get 
into apologetics more broadly. He only asked that 
Mark add a chapter on creation. Mark happily agreed 
to do so. 

Since that initial contact, Mark has been responsible 
for bringing Ken Ham to campus numerous times for 
special chapel presentations. Mr. Ham and other 
speakers from AiG are also brought to GBS to speak in 
various classes.  

Twelve Stones Academy. In 2017, Mark brought to-
gether Dr. Georgia Purdom, one of the AiG speakers / 
scientists, and his wife Kristin to discuss the idea of AiG 
starting a Christian school. That turned into additional 
meetings with Ken Ham and other leaders at AiG. Mark 
and Kristin were part of the “initiating board” of Twelve 
Stones Academy. Mark helped write their statement of 
faith, and Kristin worked as educational specialist for 
about a year to give them the proper footing. The rela-
tionship with the new school deepened the friendship be-
tween the Hams and Birds. This led to the Hams coming 
to campus to see the GBS Christmas program in 2018, 
and that event led to an invitation for GBS to perform 
their Christmas program at the Answers Center at the Ark 
Encounter (Williamstown, KY) the following year.   

Aldersgate Distance Education Program Direc-
tor. In the spring of 2006, Vice President for Academic 

Affairs Dr. Ken Farmer asked Mark to make a 
move from the Christian Service Department 
to become the director of the Aldersgate 
Distance Education Program (ADEP). That 
fall 34 students were enrolled in the pro-
gram. Since we didn’t have an effective 

learning management system, 
Mark began looking around for 
good options. He proposed that 
the school buy the GoCourse plat-
form (later called BrainHoney and 
today called Buzz). The school 
bought the program, and today 
the entire college uses this learn-
ing management system.  

With the help of a generous 
donation from Henry Williams, a 
former ADEP student, GBS had 
funds not only to acquire the learn-
ing management system, but also 
to jump-start a curriculum devel-
opment program. A course de-
signer and a media specialist were 

hired, and classes were videoed, edited, and 
put into courses. Under Mark’s leadership, 
the ADEP student body grew to over 100, 
and the school sought and obtained permis-

far left, top: Mark and Kristin’s wedding day. 
far left, bottom: Open air campaign on a secular 
university campus. 
immediate left: Mark receives his doctorate. 
below: With Ken Ham upon the publication of Mark’s 
apologetics book through Answers in Genesis.
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sion from our accrediting agencies to offer most of our 
degrees completely online through ADEP.  

Recent focus. In 2018, Mark stepped down from the 
ADEP Director position and began to focus more on cre-
ating and teaching theology and apologetics courses at 
the master’s level, working closely with program director 
Dr. Phil Brown. Since then, he has helped to develop a 
new MA in apologetics and a new MA in theology (the 
latter in cooperation with Dr. David Fry), which are cur-
rently going through the approval process; and, as you 
might expect, Mark is taking more post-graduate classes 
and working on another theology book.  

 
OTHER INVOLVEMENTS 

Mark chairs the board of Victory Inner City Ministries, 
which has been now partly subsumed by Evangelistic 
Faith Missions. The ministry center is a farm in Upland, 
Indiana, which is focused on training and discipleship in 
a farming environment. Under the leadership of Execu-
tive Director Eric Himelick, they started churches in Indi-
anapolis and Detroit, and a coffee shop next to the 
church in Detroit called Awake Café.  

Mark also serves on the board and curriculum com-
mittee of Shepherd’s Global Classroom, and he wrote the 
apologetics book for their curriculum. 

He recently joined the board of a new organization 
called Compass Ministries, which is focused on training 
young people in worldview issues, equipping them to an-
swer relevant cultural, apologetic, and theological questions. 

Mark also pastors a small, rural Methodist church on 
the weekends where his family is involved in music mini-
stry and children’s ministry. 

 
CONCLUSION 

Here’s what Mark has to say about his 25 years at 
GBS: “I appreciate the nurturing environment, the bal-
anced theology, and my colleagues. We not only work 
well together, but we are also good friends. I appreciate 
the opportunity to equip others and make a difference. I 
appreciate the professional development opportunities. It 
has also been a great place to raise my kids where they 
could have good Christian friends and receive a good 
education taught by godly teachers. This is also where I 
met my wife, which is obviously very important to me!” 

When asked where he sees himself in five or ten 
years or beyond, he responded: “Still at GBS, continuing 
to grow and to help others to grow in the things of God.” 

Yes, it is hard to believe that 25 years have come and 
gone. It is also hard to imagine the impact that Mark has 
made on the Kingdom though his personal soul-winning 
efforts and steady teaching in the classroom. There are 
hundreds of students around the world who are using the 
tools provided by Mark’s teaching to make a difference 
for good and for God!

I am impressed with Dr. Bird’s ability to communicate ef-
fectively through his writings, his passion for evangelism, 
and the way he values each person the way Christ does. 

JANET ALBERTSON 
GBS Donor Relations 

  
I first met Mark Bird during the summer of 1984 while 
preaching at a church camp in Michigan. He was a shy, 
recent high school graduate, and I was the president of 
Union Bible Seminary in Westfield, IN. Perhaps I had a part 
in his attending UBS in the fall of that year. I recognized 
early on that Mark had exceptional academic capabilities. 
He loved the Lord and was a faithful, dependable young 
man who was always where he was supposed to be. Mark 
graduated with honors, and I encouraged him to further 
his education. When Mark asked for my advice upon being 
offered a position at GBS, I told him to put out a fleece: “If 
you wake up tomorrow morning and the bridge spanning 
the Ohio River is still intact, then you should go!” Mark 
and Kristin are dear friends to our family, and we are so 
happy for this notable milestone in his life. GBS has cer-
tainly been blessed to have Dr. Mark Bird investing in the 
future generation of Christian leaders. 

DR. JAMES B. KEATON SR. 
Former President, Union Bible Seminary 

(now Union Bible College) 
 
I gladly join so many of Dr. Mark’s friends, colleagues, 
and students, to congratulate him on concluding a 
quarter-century of faithful service at GBS. He has been 
my friend, colleague, and Christian brother for many 
years; and although he is a fine scholar with an earned 
doctorate, I have found him always to be a humble ser-
vant of Jesus and His Church, ready to help, support, and 
affirm what is right, good, and holy. (He is also an expert 
when you need help in buying a used car). Mark is a fine 
teacher with a clear perspective on biblical teaching, 
classical Christianity, and Wesleyan theology, all of which 
are emphasized in his classes. But he also takes his stu-
dents to places like downtown Cincinnati where he men-
tors them in public Christian witness. Thus, he brings 
together theoretical discussion and the public forum. 
Best wishes to Mark and his lovely wife Kristin. 

LARRY D. SMITH 
Former editor of God’s Revivalist 
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 from KRISTIN…  

I am so proud of  Mark for serving at God’s Bible 
School for the past 25 years. We met as college 

teachers at GBS, so it will always be a special place 
for us. While Mark has taught apologetics, theology, 

and evangelism to many college students in the class-
room over the years, I believe the most teaching has 

taken place in our home.  He lives out what he 
teaches, and we see him regularly share his faith with 

others. Regular family devotions, Scripture mem-
orization, and prayer are embedded in our family 

structure due to his leadership. I am forever grateful 
for the strong spiritual foundation he has given, not 

only to our girls, but also to me. He has such pa-
tience with my never-ending theology questions, and 
he loves to take the time to help us understand. GBS 

has been an awesome place to raise our family, and 
I’m glad God brought us both together there 25 

years ago. Thank you, Mark, for your investment in 
students over the years, but especially in our family.  

We love you and appreciate you so much.   
 from MEGAN…  

I appreciate my dad so much! He is always trying to 
make great memories and take us on great adven-

tures. He always puts his family first. He makes sac-
rifices, is patient, and always has time for his kids. 

He is a great teacher to his students and his kids and 
loves us all unconditionally.

from KARISSA…  

It has been my utmost honor to learn under the di-
rection of  my father, especially in the areas of  spiri-

tual formation, apologetics, and witnessing. 
Whether it be memorizing the catechism at four 

years old, doing ministry in churches, growing up 
doing outreach in open air, or taking exceptional 

theology classes from him, I highly enjoy the knowl-
edge and skills we work on. Together we even make 
test reviews and games to remember the material. I 
enjoy learning from my dad through his actions as 

well, for every time we are out to eat or at the store, 
he makes personal connections to share the gospel. 

Most of  all, he cares for our family’s spiritual life 
and makes personal prayer and devotions, and 

family prayer and devotions, a habit multiple times a 
day. This foundation of  my life, set on the core 

values of  Christianity and learned through a biblical 
worldview, is continuing to form and shape me in 

my own relationship and life with God.  
 from KARINA…  

Thank you to my dad who does so much for us!  I 
love our drives into school when we talk about a lot 

of  things, and he teaches me so much. He teaches 
me most about the Bible and has us memorize Scrip-

ture. We always have prayer in the car when we go 
places. My dad also makes me laugh. Sometimes he 

calls things the wrong names: he calls flip flops “flop 
flips” instead. He also believed me when I told him 

gorillas do not have eyeballs. His dad jokes also make 
me smile sometimes. I love spending time with my 

dad. He spends time with me playing games, and he 
reads out loud to me. My dad is great, even though 

he thinks I do not have a sense of  humor.  

tributes 
HIS FAMILY

from
Kristin

Kari s sa

Karina

Megan



On these pages, we feature items about GBS alumni, significant 
events scheduled throughout the “Revivalist Family,” and brief news 
notes from across the Holiness Movement. 
 
DEATHS 

 
Clifford Albert “Sandy” Brown, 79, of 

Reidsville, NC, passed away January 30, 
2022, at Annie Penn Hospital surrounded 
by his family. Sandy was born December 
1, 1942, to Clifford and Evelyn Brown. He 
always put God first and faithfully served in 

ministry in the Reidsville community for over five dec-
ades. Sandy attended GBS in the early ’60s. He was a 
donor and a God’s Revivalist subscriber.  

Sandy is survived by his wife of 56 years, Betty Ann 
Brown; his daughters, Angel Brown and Derinda Carter; 
four grandchildren; sisters, Cathy Phelps and Pam Iven; 
and a large extended family. Funeral services were held at 

Wilkerson Funeral Home, Reidsville, NC, with Revs. 
Ralph Clayton, Susan Carrick, and W.L. Wade officiating. 
Burial followed at Evergreen Memory Gardens.  

Dr. Rachel Joan (Dishon) Satterfield, 
89, former Frankfort, IN, resident, died 
March 19, 2022, at Citrus Hospice House, 
Lecanto, FL. She was born January 10, 
1933, in Delphi, IN, to Edward and Sadie 
(Roark) Dishon.  

She attended Frankfort Pilgrim College, where she 
met James Robert Satterfield. They married August 15, 
1954. Rachel received her BA in Education from 
Indiana Wesleyan University, MA in Education from 
Western Kentucky University, and EdD from Nova 
University. She was an educator in Indiana, Kentucky, 
and Oklahoma, and she retired from Oklahoma 
Panhandle State University as Director of Test and 
Measurements. She was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, 
and she loved literacy, learning, and artistry. Her spe-

 
SUMMER PR TRAVEL 

 
God’s Bible School had two mu-

sical groups traveling this summer: 
ADORATION—a mixed quartet 
composed of Stewart Quesenberry, 
Samantha Ryan, Josiah Loper, Kiana 
Kennedy, and Briana Epp (accompa-
nist), with PR Director Duane Que-
senberry as the school represent  - 
ative; and DEVOTION—a mixed 
trio composed of Chris Castle, Ken-

dra Peck, Clarissa Manley, 
and Josiah England (accom-
panist), with Scott Loper as 
the school representative.  

The two groups began 
summer tours the first week 
of June. They appreciated the 
opportunity to minister and 
were grateful for all the cour-
tesies extended, each meal 

prepared, and accommoda-
tions provided on their behalf. It 

was a joy to connect with the 
many friends of GBS around the na-
tion this summer. This report gives 
insight into their travels. 

 
Adoration left campus Monday, 

June 6, and headed for the Southern 
Bible Methodist Youth Camp in Pell 
City, AL. They spent the weekdays 
there, participating in fun activities, 
singing in various services, and as-
sisting as needed.  

On Sunday, they headed to Ten-
nessee, where they ministered in the 

morning at the Manchester Bible 
Methodist Church with Pastor Tom 
Watkins. Many alumni were present. 
That evening, they enjoyed worship-
ping at the Mt. Hermon Church of 
the Nazarene (Shelbyville, TN). Pas-
tor James and Sherry Bender have 
faithfully pastored there for 37 years! 

The group ministered at the 
Bible Methodist General Confer-
ence, Franklin, OH, on Tuesday, and 
the annual meeting of the Wesleyan 
Tabernacle Association in Beech 
Grove, IN, on Wednesday, before 
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GBS Enrollment Team at “Muncie Grand Prix”



cialty was leading gifted / learning disabled children and 
adults to reach their full potential.  

Rachel received the Indiana Wesleyan University 
Alumni Outstanding Achievement Award and sponsored 
a scholarship fund for teacher education students. 
Additionally, she was an active GBS donor. 

In 2012, Rachel was preceded in death by her hus-
band of 59 years. She is survived by her son, J. Douglas 
Satterfield; one granddaughter; and one great-grand-
daughter. Visitation was held at Goodwin Funeral 
Home, Frankfort, IN, with graveside services following at 
Green Lawn Memorial Park, Frankfort. 

Eileen Esther Garman, 82 of Alzada 
MT, went home to heaven on Thursday, 
March 31, 2022, at the Belle Estate in 
Belle Fourche, SD. She was born April 2, 
1939, on the family farm about five miles 
North of Oelrichs, SD, the daughter of 

Harry and Ethel (Harris) Hartman.  

Eileen graduated from Oelrichs High School on May 
16, 1956. She attended Chadron State College in 
Chadron, NB, for the next two years. Eileen taught for 
one year (1959) at the school where she had done her 
student teaching. She then taught 3rd grade in Pine 
Ridge, SD, for two years (1960–61).  

On June 2, 1961, Eileen married John R. Garman at 
an outdoor wedding at the base of Devil’s Tower, WY. 
After they married, Eileen and John lived on a ranch 
four miles up Cabin Creek, north of Carlile, WY. All five 
of their boys were born while living there. In 1969, they 
purchased a house in Gillette, WY. John taught industrial 
arts at Campbell County High School, and Eileen taught 
kindergarten in the basement of their house from 1969 
to 1973. In 1976, John and Eileen purchased a sheep 
and cattle ranch ten miles north of Alzada, MT. In 1978, 
they moved there and began a custom trucking business 
as well. Eileen was always John’s “right-hand man” 
around the ranch, and she kept it running while he ➡ 
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heading to the Central Friends Youth 
Camp in Muncie. Also present there 
was a team from GBS Enrollment 
headed up by Eli Albring. (They 
especially enjoyed participating in 
the “Muncie Grand Prix,” the 
camp’s annual cart race.)  

That weekend, the group minis-
tered in the Sunday morning service 
at the Crosspoint Wesleyan Church, 

Mt. Orab, OH, and in the evening 
service at the Covenant Church, 
Clarksburg, IN, pastored by Daniel 
(BA ’96) and Sharon (Gadley)(BA 
’94) Smith, GBS alumni who had 
been fellow students with the par-
ents of four members of Adoration!  

Several days were spent at the 
International Holiness Youth Camp 
(IHYC), Greenfield, IN, before Ado-

ration traveled to the Heartland 
Bible Methodist Camp, Mendon, 
OH, where GBS Chancellor Dr. Mi-
chael Avery coordinated a photo of 
GBS alumni and students. 

The group then ministered at 
the International Conservative Holi-
ness Association (ICHA) Camp 
Meeting, Greenfield, IN, then took a 
short break to visit Niagara Falls ➡ 

 
GBS current students and alumni at Heartland Bible Methodist Camp
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continued

➡ was away trucking. She reared many bum lambs 
and calves (those orphaned or abandoned by their 
mothers) throughout the years. Eileen was a great cook 
and had a unique ability to keep meals warm and deli-
cious for hours on end while waiting for John and the 
boys to complete tasks on the ranch, where she was 
often helping outside herself.  

She was an active member of the Alzada Rangeland 
Ministries Church and the Albion 400 Women’s Club. 
Eileen was a humble, wonderful, Christian lady. She was 
a very loving, caring mom, grandmother, neighbor, and 
friend. She was always willing to give a helping hand. 

In 2016, Eileen was preceded in death by John, her 
husband of 55 years. She is survived by her five sons, 
John, Shane, David, Ben, and Jason; brother, Neil; sister, 
Joyce Snider; 18 grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; 
and numerous nieces and nephews. (Several of Eileen’s 
relatives are faithful GBS donors and subscribers to 
God’s Revivalist.) A funeral service was held at the 
Christian Life Center in Belle Fourche, with Pastor Andy 

Anderson officiating. Interment followed at Moorcroft 
Cemetery, Moorcroft, WY. 

Rev. Eugene James Morris, 94, of 
Indiana, PA, died Friday, April 8, 2022, 
while staying with his family in Las Vegas, 
NV. He was born November 13, 1927, in 
Kilmarnock, VA, to William and Nettie 
(Whay) Morris. Eugene attended Eastern 

Pilgrim College, Allentown, PA; God’s Bible School, 
Cincinnati, OH; Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 
Indiana, PA; and Glassboro State Teachers College, 
Glassboro, NJ. He also served in the United States Army 
during the Korean War. 

While Eugene was at GBS earning his ThB (1959), he 
met fellow student Darlh Lee Cornell (1955-57). She also 
developed an extensive education resume. In addition to 
GBS, Darhl attended Southern Wesleyan University, 
Central, SC; Meadville City Hospital School of Nursing, 
Meadville, PA; and the University of Cincinnati, where she 
received her MEd. Eugene and Darlh married in 1961. 

NEWS FROM THE HILLTOP  continued

➡ before arriving at the Victory 
Grove Campground, Albany, NY. 
There they sang in a youth service, 
participated in a softball game, and 
sang again in the evening service.  

The time back on the road was 
interrupted by one of the necessities 
of summer travel—laundering cloth-
ing! When the group crossed the 
state line into Massachusetts, it was 
the first time any of them had been 
in that state.  

On Sunday morning, Adoration 
enjoyed worship and fellowship at 
God’s Missionary Church, Rome, NY, 
a pioneer work of Pastor Matthew Kil-
gore (GBS ADEP 2011-13). That even-
ing found them at the Community 
Bible Church, Binghamton, NY. 

On Monday, July 4, Adoration 
stopped in Washington, DC, and en-
joyed fireworks on the mall at the 
base of the Washington monument. 
Next stop was Camp Victory in Chris-

tiansburg, VA. Before leaving, Jodi 
(Weingard) Randel (BA ’97), GBS 
alumna and former cook, brought a 
batch of her “world-famous” cinna-
mon rolls for the group to enjoy! 

Since the group was headed 
back to Alabama and the Southern 
Bible Methodist Family Camp at Pell 
City, Duane Quesenberry had a de-
lightful breakfast with his first confer-
ence president, Rev. Walter 
Hedstrom (BRE ’74). 

 
Sometimes “PR” stands for “Pull Rope.” 

 
Jodi Randel supplies cinnamon rolls.

 
                                       Time to do laundry
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Eugene became a member of the Allegheny 
Wesleyan Methodist Connection in 1962 and was or-
dained in 1964. He and his wife founded Indiana 
Wesleyan School in Dixonville, PA, in 1962. He pas-
tored six churches in the conference. He also served as 
the President of Northwest Indian Bible School in 
Alberton, MT. At the time of his passing, Rev. Morris was 
a member of the Indiana Wesleyan Methodist Church. 

In 2019, Eugene was preceded in death by his wife 
of 58 years, Darlh. He is survived by his two sons, David 
and Daniel, and five grandchildren. A funeral service 
was held at the Wesleyan Methodist Church, Indiana, 
PA, Pastor Benjamin Blowers officiating. Burial followed 
at the Zion Cemetery in Sandy Lake, PA.  

Rev. Dr. Gillette O. James was called 
from labor to reward on April 20, 2022, 
after serving for 46 years as senior pastor of 
Beth Eden Baptist Church, Oakland, CA. 
He was an honored senior statesman and 
distinguished iconic figure. 

Gillette was born in Dominica, West Indies. In 1955, 
he immigrated to the United States and enrolled at GBS, 
earning a BA in 1959. He later met and married Rosa V. 
Ferguson. Their marriage of 55 years produced one daugh-
ter, Jennifer Muhammad. Rosa passed away in 2017. 

Gillette was not only a pastor, but he was also an 
educator, author, community leader, and a moving force 
for civil rights in the Bay Area. He joined the Beth Eden 
community in 1970 as an assistant pastor. A year later, 
after the retirement of the pastor, he accepted the call to 
lead the congregation, becoming the 12th pastor of Beth 
Eden, also known as the “Mother Church” because it 
was the first Black Baptist church in Oakland and a his-
toric flagship church in Alameda County. Bay Area pas-
tors looked up to Dr. James as a “pastor’s pastor” and 
mentor. With the help of able-bodied members, Beth 
Eden built 54 senior housing units, purchased single-
family housing and a triplex near the church for low-in-
come families, fed the hungry, and distributed groceries 
in the community. ➡ 

Friday travel took them to the Great Lakes Bible 
Methodist Family Camp in Rock Lake, MI, where they 
spent two days and participated in the annual Saturday 
evening singspiration. Then it was back to Cincinnati, 
where the group was privileged to serve all week as staff 
at the Garen Wolf School of Music Fine Arts Camp, 
hosted on the campus of GBS. 

On Sunday, Adoration ministered at two Cincinnati 
churches—Carthage Church of the Nazarene in the 
morning, and Christian Nation Church, Pleasant Plain, 
OH, pastored by GBS alumnus Carl Eisenhart (GBS 
1983-90) in the evening. The following week was ded-
icated to the Heartland Bible Methodist Youth Camp, 
Mendon, OH, where they sang in services and partici-
pated with campers in various fun activities. They dis-
covered that PR sometimes means “pull rope!” 

The next stop was Athens Youth Camp, Athens, MI, 
where they again joined the GBS Enrollment Team who 
had been there all week. Adoration then traveled to 
Nimitz, WV. During the Tuesday evening service at the 
historic Mt. Olivet Camp, a three-foot black snake vied 
for the group’s attention during the evangelist’s sermon! 

Traveling to Illinois, Adoration participated in the 
Founder’s Week 50th Anniversary Celebration at the Cru-

saders Church USA, Urbana, IL. They enjoyed connecting 
there with former GBS Public Relations Director Larry Jew-
ett and his wife Trisha. On Friday they visited Central Yearly 
Meeting of Friends Family Camp, Muncie, IN. Sunday 
morning they were warmly welcomed by Paul and Nancy 
Gray at the Pilgrim Holiness Church, Palestine, IL. That 
evening, they had a service in West Terre Haute, IN, with 
Pastor Paul Bundy and the Eighth Street Wesleyan Church. 

Adoration was blessed to be at Mode Camp, in Mode, 
IL, for a few days, where they appreciated the ➡  

 
Adoration sings at Mode Camp, Illinois.
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➡ Dr. James served as a trustee for Berkeley 
School of Theology and as an adjunct professor at the 
seminary, bringing new ways of bridging theological 
training to the everyday lives of people. He authored his 
inspirational autobiography—Through Toils and Snares–A 
Preacher Testifies (1985). In 2017, Dr. James was hon-
ored in the U.S. House of Representatives on the occa-
sion of his retirement as pastor of Beth Eden.  

The homegoing celebration for Dr. James was held 
at Beth Eden Baptist Church. Final rites were held at 
Chapel of the Chimes, also in Oakland. Interment fol-
lowed at Mountain View Cemetery. 

D. Dean McClure, 96, of Cincinnati, 
OH, passed away June 6, 2022. He was 
born April 14, 1926. After World War II, he 
and his brother attended GBS on the “G.I. 
Bill” (BA ’51). While there he met Helen 
Pappas (1949-51), whom he married. It is 

also of note that during Dean’s senior year, GBS produced 
its first yearbook, Memoirs. Lola E. Cowdrey was its faculty 

advisor, while its working staff was 
composed of students, including Dean, 
who was the photographer. He went 
on to clerk for the US Postal Service 
until retirement. He was a GBS donor 
and God’s Revivalist subscriber. 

Dean was preceded in death by 
Helen, his wife of 57 years. He is sur-
vived by his son, Mike; daughters, 
Sheila Douglas and Marsha Boyer; 14 grandchildren; and 
33 great-grandchildren. The funeral service was held at 
Montana Avenue Church of the Nazarene, Cincinnati, 
OH, with burial in Crown Hill Memorial Park. Memorials 
may be made to God’s Bible School and College. 

Zelma Jean (Haley) Moran, 101, of 
Science Hill, KY,  passed away Wednesday, 
June 8, 2022, at the Jean Waddle Care 
Center, Somerset, KY. She was born May 
12, 1921, in Brooksville, KY, to Albert and 
Anna (Hatfield) Haley. Zelma was a pas-

continued

NEWS FROM THE HILLTOP  continued

➡ friendliness of the people and 
camp president Keith Bailey. Wednes-
day night, August 3, the group minis-
tered at Comargo Camp in Loveland, 
OH, before traveling to Hanover, PA, 
for the Central Youth Fellowship.  

Having concluded their summer 
travels, Adoration returned to the GBS 
campus. With PR Director Duane 
Quesenberry, the group had traveled 
through 16 states (east of the Missis-
sippi River) for a total of almost 8,000 
miles, providing ministry and rep-
resentation in 11 churches, 19 camp 
meetings, and three conferences. 

 
Devotion began their summer 

tour on June 9 and spent their first 
weekend ministering at ICHA Family 
Camp, Greenfield, IN; Jefferson 
County Holiness Church, Lexington, 
IN; Wesleyan Evangelistic Church, 
Dayton, OH, (Sunday morning) with 
GBS trustee John Manley; and Love-

land Wesleyan Chapel, Love-
land, OH (Sunday evening).  

June 13-17 found them at 
the Pilgrim Youth Camp, 
Frankfort, IN. The following 
Sunday morning they were at 
the New Beginnings Church, 
Belfast, OH, with pastor and 
GBS alumnus Daniel Brandon. 
That evening their music was 
featured at an outdoor baptis-
mal service at the Burlington 
Bible Church, Burlington, KY, 
pastored by Andrew Stroud. 

The following week, the 
group made their way to 
Rock Lake Youth Camp in 
Michigan, where they stayed 
for three days. They stopped 
for a stroll along Ottawa 
Beach at Lake Michigan be-
fore heading to Indiana to at-
tend the Pilgrim Holiness 
Family Camp at Frankfort.  

 
Accompanist Josiah England switches from piano to guitar. 

 
Devotion – ready for another service 
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tor’s wife, homemaker, and a member of Science Hill 
United Methodist Church. She also was a GBS donor 
and a God’s Revivalist subscriber. 

Zelma was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. 
Allen Moran. She is survived by a son, Jim Moran; two 
daughters, Karen Powell and Rachel Williams; three 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren; and one great-
great-grandchild. A funeral service was held at the Science 
Hill United Methodist Church with Bro. Glenn Cox offici-
ating. Burial followed in the Science Hill Cemetery.  

Mildred Mae (Frazier) Crosby, 103, 
passed away June 11, 2022. She was born 
April 26, 1919, on a farm in Franklin 
County, IA, the first of six children of 
Milton and Hazel Mae Frazier. She at-
tended a rural school for the first eight 

grades, then graduated from Clear Lake High School. 
After attending Waldorf College in Forest City, IA, for 
two years, she taught for nearly five years in a rural one-
room schoolhouse. Mildred then pursued a career in 

nursing. She was a nurse’s aide in several hospitals in 
Iowa, and again when she moved to Chicago, IL. During 
her time in Chicago, she graduated from Manley School 
of Nursing to become a Licensed Practical Nurse. 

In 1959 she married Prescott Haines Crosby. They 
lived in Independence, KS, where Prescott taught 
music at Independence Bible School. Although they 
had no children of their own, they invested in the 
many students and friends from the school. Mildred 
was known for her hospitality, which included warm 
welcomes, trays of cookie treats, music, and laughter. 
They lived about a block from the church and would 
walk together even in icy weather. They enjoyed 36 
years of marriage. 

In 1995, after the death of her husband, she spent 
three years with her sister Frances and brother-in-law 
Wayne Merfeld in Kenosha, WI. During that time, she 
attended the Sea Breeze Camp meeting in Hobe Sound, 
FL, and in 1999 permanently relocated to Harmony 
Apartments on the Hobe Sound campus, where she ➡ 

Devotion then ministered in 
Missouri and Kansas—Sunday morn-
ing at the Blue Ridge Church of God 
Holiness, El Dorado Springs, MO, 
and evening at the Altamont Holi-
ness Church, Altamont, KS. Here 
Clarissa Manley happily gave several 
young girls a guided tour of Devo-
tion’s “tour bus.”  

Devotion ministered at the 
Southwest Bible Methodist Youth 
Camp at Whitehouse, TX, the week 

of June 27-July 1. On Sunday, July 3, 
the group was privileged to minister 
at The Gospel Center Church in 
Phoenix, AZ, home church of Devo-
tion member Chris Castle. The fol-
lowing day, they celebrated July 4th 
while still in Phoenix. Chris’s par-
ents, Trint and Janette Castle, treated 
the group to Dutch Bros. Coffee.  

The next week had Devotion 
ministering at the Rincon Marquez 
Holiness Mission “near” Cuba, NM. 
Their service at this very remote lo-
cation involved manual labor as well 
as music ministry. July 8 found them 
at Servant’s Heart Chapel, Clovis, 
NM, with Darrell Underwood (GBS 
1992-96). They participated in the 
Sunday morning service at Calvary 
Bible Fellowship, Oklahoma City, 
OK, with Dennis Cable; and the 
Sunday evening service at Jernigan 
Memorial Church, Bethany, OK, 
with Jonathan Bender (BA ’02). 

They spent the week of July 11 
at Ochelata Youth Camp, Ochelata, 
OK, followed by a Sunday morning 
service at Bible Holiness Church, 
Ochelata, and an evening service at 
the Bible Holiness Church, Cherry-
vale, KS.  

On July 20, Devotion sang at the 
Kansas State Holiness Association 
Camp Meeting in Lyndon, KS.  

Because of the untimely death of 
22-year-old Isaiah Rodriguez, PR ➡ 

Clarissa gives several young ladies  
a guided tour of Devotion’s van. 

 
Providing manual labor at a New Mexico mission
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➡ found rich friendships in a community of believers. 
She resided there until her death. 

Mildred was preceded in death by her husband, 
Prescott. She is survived by her brother, Maurice; as well 
as many nieces and nephews and their families. Funeral 
services were held at the Bible Holiness Church in 
Independence, KS. She was a GBS donor and a God’s 
Revivalist subscriber. 

Roberta W. Hughes, 84, of Mt. 
Vernon, IN, went to dwell with her Savior 
on June 17, 2022. She was born in 
Medora, IN, February 9, 1938, the daugh-
ter of Marvin and Ruth Carroll Jewell. 
Roberta attended Frankfort Pilgrim College, 

Frankfort, IN, where she met Marvin L. Hughes, and to-
gether they shared over fifty years of ministry with The 
Wesleyan Church in southern Indiana. They pastored 
churches in Otwell, French Lick, Shelbyville, Evansville, 
and Ft. Branch. They also served in district leadership for 
the Indiana South District for seven years. She loved 
being a pastor’s wife and gave generously to others 
through encouraging notes, phone calls, and visits. 
Roberta was the daughter of Rev. Marvin Jewell who 

created two GBS scholarships, the Myrtle Jessup 
Ministerial Scholarship (1985), and the Marvin Jewell 
Ministerial Scholarship (1989).   

Roberta was preceded in death by her husband of 
51 years, Marvin. She is survived by her four daughters, 
Jewell Flick, Acacia Peak, Jennifer Eaton, and Marlissa 
Stauffer; 13 grandchildren; four great-grandchildren 
(with one more on the way); five sisters, Reova 
Meredith, Laconda Wilson, Rita Carr, Rebecca Haney, 
and Reba McFall; and a brother, Vernon Jewell. Funeral 
services were held at Forest Hills Wesleyan Church, 
Evansville, IN.  

Judith Ann (Judy) Link, 67, entered 
the presence of her Lord on Saturday, June 
18, 2022, surrounded by many friends and 
family. The daughter of Rev. David and 
Ruth Rodgers, she was an amazing wife, 
mother, sister, and “Mimi.” She was known 

for her faithfulness in prayer and love of crafts and 
music, especially southern gospel. 

Judy was well connected to GBS. Her father (HS ’48, 
BA ’52) and mother (1947-48) both attended there, and 
her father also worked there in three separate stints (1950-

REVIVALIST FAMILY  continued

➡ representative from one of our sister Bible colleges, 
with visitation and funeral on July 22-23 at the Bible 
Holiness Church, Ottawa, KS, Devotion canceled their 
scheduled service in Delta, CO. 

Sunday, July 24, found the group at Denver Bible 
Methodist Church, Lakewood, CO, in the morning, and 
Foothills Missionary Church, Colorado Springs, CO, in 

the evening. Due to a COVID-related cancellation, De-
votion held a service at the Church of God Holiness, 
Fordland, MO, on July 27. 

During their final week of tour, the group sang at 
Heartland Holiness Camp, Glencoe, OK (August 2), and 
Church of God Holiness, Gravette, AR (August 3). Devo-
tion then spent two days (August 5-6) at Salisbury Camp 

Meeting, Salisbury, NC, where they minis-
tered along with several GBS alumni, includ-
ing camp president David Newton (GBS 
1982-84), camp evangelists / singers Darrell 
(HS ’73, BRE ’77) and Regina (Agan)(BA ’77) 
Stetler and David Stetler (HS ’71, BRE ’76). 
The group had a final service at Community 
Covenant Church, Mocksville, NC. 

By the conclusion of their 10,000-
mile summer tour, Devotion had traveled 
through 17 states (mostly west of the Mis-
sissippi River), providing ministry and 
representation in 18 churches, and 10 
camp meetings.

continued

 
At Salisbury Camp with the Stetlers and David Newton 



I have been honored to know Mark both as a colleague 
and as a teacher in the GBS Graduate Studies Depart-
ment. I have always been impressed with the way Mark 
interacts with those who do not know Jesus. His re-
spectful and kind manner along with his sharp intellect 
make him an excellent witness to both the philosophical 
merits and the spiritually transforming power of the gos-
pel. I am grateful both to work with him and to have been 
under his teaching. Congratulations, Mark, on 25 years! 

SONJA VERNON 
GBS Vice President for Student Affairs 

 
Dr. Mark Bird was one of the most influential teachers 
in my time in college. I still remember the first time that 
he took to the street to demonstrate the “basic mes-
sage of the Bible” to me. He wasn’t content for us just 
to absorb content in a classroom; he wanted us to put it 
into practice. “I’m going to share it with the next per-
son, while you watch, then I want you to share it,” he 
told me. He did; I did; and the rest is history. Since that 
day, I have shared that “basic message” with hundreds 
and taught hundreds more. Mark has served on our 
ministry board since 2003 and has been the Chairman 
of our Victory Inner-city Ministries since 2008. His on-
going friendship and leadership have shaped me in pro-
found ways. He is the “real deal.” 

ERIC HIMELICK 
Director of Urban Ministry, Evangelistic Faith Missions 

  
When Mark came to GBS, we got much more than a 
theologian. Mark refused to limit his theological beliefs 
to what he said in a classroom; he lived out that theol-
ogy as love in action on the streets of Cincinnati, the 
campuses of other universities, and in small group Bible 
studies in his own home. He taught that all men need to 
be saved, that all men can be saved, that all men can 
know they are saved, and that all men can be saved to 
the uttermost! But more importantly, he taught all of us 
how to live that out in real life. GBS and her alumni owe 
this man a great debt. Mark, I add these words to the 
chorus of praise given by others with deep appreciation 
for all you have done for GBS and her students. 

DR. MICHAEL R. AVERY 
 GBS Former President /Current Chancellor

54; 1968-73; 1976-81) for a total of 17 years in various ca-
pacities: dean of men, maintenance, and some teaching. 
Judy attended GBS high school while her father was on staff. 
After graduating in 1972, she completed nurse’s training at 
the Jewish Hospital School of Nursing (1975). Also attend-
ing GBS around this time was Glen Link (HS ’78). His par-
ents had a history at GBS similar to the Rodgers family: 
Orvan Link (ThB ’59, BA ’60) and Virginia (Harper) Link 
(CWC ’56, BRE ’78). They returned to work at GBS from 
1975-78 with Orvan serving on the college faculty and as 
director of Christian Service while Virginia was house-
keeping supervisor and, later, list room supervisor. 

Judy and Glen were married in 1979. Judy had a ca-
reer in education, retiring from Greenwood School 
District 50, SC, in 2017.  

Judy is survived by her husband of 42 years, Rev. Glen 
Link; sons, Benjamin and Jonathan; four grandchildren; 
and twin brother, Jon Rodgers (HS ’72; BRE ’76). A me-
morial service was at Community Church of the 
Nazarene, Greenwood, SC. 

Donald Wayne Quales, 82, passed 
away July 23, 2022, in the home of his son 
and grandson Albert and Bryan Quales with 
his wife Betty and several children present. 
Donald was born November 24, 1939, in 
Bristol, TN, to Johnnie James Quales and 

Hazel (Parks) Quales.  
Don served in the United States Coast Guard from 1958 

to 1966. He was married to Betty Humfleet in 1961. Don 
began his walk with Christ in September 1970 in Cincinnati, 
OH. With his wife Betty by his side, Don worked at Bethany 
Children’s Home in Bethany, KY. He then studied at God’s 
Bible School and received a BRE in 1977. While at GBS, he 
pastored the school’s Main Street Mission and served as 
campus maintenance supervisor from 1978 to 1981. Betty 
served as list room supervisor from 1979 to 1981. They later 
moved to Columbus, IN, and worked for Bethel Holiness 
Christian School. Then, under Evangelical Bible Missions of 
Summerfield, FL, they served as missionaries in Haiti 
(Belledere), Belize (Crooked Tree Village), and West Africa 
(Ghana). Don also worked various public jobs: Jewish 
Hospital (Cincinnati OH), Leesburg Regional Medical 
Center (Leesburg, FL), Meijer’s (Cincinnati, OH), and The 
Hampton Inn Eastgate (Cincinnati, OH). 

Donald is survived by his wife Betty; five sons, Donald 
Jr., Michael, James, Albert, Howard Jex; daughter, Tammie 
Quales; 23 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; and 
countless others who called him Dad and friend. A funeral 
service was held at E.C. Nurre Funeral Home, Amelia, OH, 
with burial at Mt. Moriah Cemetery, Cincinnati, OH. 

Three of Don’s children attended GBS: Donald Jr. 
(HS ’80, BA ’85), Tammie Quales (HS ’81, 1985), and 
Mike (HS 1981-84).
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Hearts 
    Hands 
         Our Worship Expression Preferences 

                                                                  by Valorie Quesenberry 
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“Denomination X is more reserved than some of her 
sister denominations.” 
 I once heard this statement in a discussion of church 

worship. And from what I knew of the group being ref-
erenced, it was true. Their particular manner of coming 

together in corporate gathering was their legacy, harken-
ing back to the denominations from which they took their 
roots. And understanding this informs our ability to value 
both grace and truth, forsaking neither, as we take a look 
at how others worship.  
 
WORSHIP DNA 

 
Perhaps no topic is dearer to our hearts on Sunday 

morning and closer to our mouths on Monday morning 
than the “style” of worship. And to understand the wor-
ship “DNA” of a certain group, it is helpful to dig into their 
roots. A study of church groups may reveal their predi-
lections and preferences. Some lean toward a stately, 
calm style of expression, some thrive in an energetic, free-
style manner of praise, and still others like a little variety 
from Sunday to Sunday.  

As a child, I grew up in revival fervor. My paternal 
grandfather had found his way from a Baptist tent meeting 
to a Free Methodist College to ministry with the Wesleyan 
Methodists to long lasting years as an evangelist with the 
Church of the Nazarene. When he “threw in” with them, 
they were often called “Noisy-renes”; they were exuber-
ant in their praise of Jesus. These optimistic, loving, evan-
gelistic-oriented people were the home and foundation 
of my father. My maternal grandfather, a backslidden pas-

tor’s son, returned to God in midlife, and my mother was 
saved shortly after at age 13. That household became so-
lidly devoted to church on the Indianapolis Nazarene Dis-
trict—an enthusiastic, warm, and godly group of people. 
Coming together then in marriage, my parents raised me 
in that unique cauldron of spiritual flavors that made up 
the broader holiness movement in the 1970s and 80s. I 
was right at home with energetic singing and loud amens 
and stomping in the pulpit. Yet, I have also had the rich 
pleasure of worshiping in quiet settings where the majesty 
of the Eternal God was revealed in dignity and silent 
prayer. Both have ministered to my soul.  

Perhaps you, like me, have experienced the human 
gamut of worship styles in your lifetime. It is not news to us 
that there are different preferences and comfort levels with 
personal expression in worship. Some smile and nod. Some 
run the aisles once in a while. Some offer hearty amens. 
And some sit with such an unreadable facial expression that 
you might think they are offended until afterward when 
they tell you they “really enjoyed it.” This likely can be at-
tributed partly to geographic location, partly to family rais-
ing, partly to personal temperament and preference, and 
partly to what we associate with spiritual health. 

This is different from and deeper than “traditional” and 
“contemporary” types of services, though that discussion 
has merit of its own. But this topic at hand might be more 
about personal preference for expression in worship. And 
this preference cannot be tagged merely to individual per-
sonality. I have known quiet people who liked rather exu-
berant church services. While they may not feel com-  
        fortable shouting in the aisles, they were most at home in 
services with outward demonstrations of praise. So, it is 

&
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more than a connection to personality and temperament, 
while it is important to note that these are definitely factors.  

I believe there are at least four components of our 
preferences in worship expression: 
  • Childhood and background 
  • Spiritual “coming of age” 
  • Geographic location  
  • Denominational legacy 
 
FACTORS BEHIND WORSHIP PREFERENCES 

 
For many of us, church played a prominent role in 

the shaping of our childhoods—good or bad. But, 
whether the effect was positive or negative, we are non-
etheless impacted by it in our inclinations and prefer-
ences as adults. Either type of experience may forever 
shape our choices of where to attend as adults, i.e. to 
seek a similar congregation or to choose something vastly 
different. To understand why many of us worship as we 
do, we must look to the past—experiences encountered 
and influential voices heard.  

Tying in closely with childhood experiences is a rec-
ognition that the style of worship in which we “came of 
age” is significant in our preferences. The style of worship 
in which we attain maturity, stability, and spiritual ground-
ing may be the style we prefer for the rest of our lives. 
This will be the style that says “this is really worship” to 
us. And this spiritual age of maturity may happen at any 
age, unlike physical growth. It is determined by our sens-
ing of God’s presence at work in our lives and the settings 
in which that has happened.  

And, third, the region in which we make our adult 
homes will have an impact on the types of worship set-
tings available to us. Appalachian congregations worship 
differently from those in New England. The worship serv-
ice of the Midwest will not “feel” the same as one in East-
ern Pennsylvania. The demeanor and social etiquette 
which characterize a particular area of the country will, 
without doubt, be reflected in the church.  

Lastly, the legacy of denominational birth and tradition 
impact personal preferences in worship style. Most of our 
present-day denominations and connections are de-
scended from “mother churches” whose influence con-
tinue to shape them today. Some groups were founded in 
reaction to the mother church, but still the original con-
cepts may be impactful, especially if the new group is an 
attempt to return to the roots of the denomination. Some 
connections were born as a movement to reform the 
mother church and return to its focus on biblical scholar-
ship and adherence. Others were molded in practice by 
charismatic leaders who were drawn to vigorous expres-
sions of worship and demonstration. Still other groups 
were shaped from their inception by certain themes, per-
haps focused on evangelism and mission work. This then 
thrusts upon us the realization that the modern mega-
church or nondenominational Bible church movements 

may be an even greater mix of ideas and preferences 
about worship since they are not descended from any par-
ticular group per se, but are rather a potpourri of prefer-
ences. This melting pot can shape such congregations to 
adopt a kind of vanilla core, where any flavor one wants 
to bring to Sunday morning is celebrated. I believe this is 
one of the obstacles that mega churches have faced in re-
cent years as their numbers begin to decline. Human be-
ings are simply not wired for neutrality, and this seems to 
be especially true in our worship styles.  

The vital thing we must bear in mind is that there will 
always be preferences among us. God is, after all, the Cre-
ator of great variety in people and their unique ways of 
doing things. Some of us tend toward a kind of cerebral 
worship style where we must engage our minds to think 
through what the minister is saying—a quiet, thoughtful 
setting where we can make measured, firm decisions. 
Others of us prefer a type of emotional worship experience 
where our spirits are impassioned with the truths we are 
hearing, and our voices give way to the assent we feel in 
our hearts. One leans toward brain-engaging and the other 
toward heart-warming. Both are good; both have benefits.  

While we live on this earth, we must not despair that 
there are different church groups among us and various 
denominational inclinations toward worship style. To wish 
that away is to wish away the fingerprints of our Maker. 
Who would dare to tell an exuberant believer in the Ca-
ribbean to worship sedately? We must harbor charity to-
ward our brothers and sisters in the faith and be content 
with the congregation where we have chosen to fill a pew. 
 
THE ESSENTIAL FOCUS OF WORSHIP 
 

John 4:24 expresses the words of Jesus on worship: 
“God is a spirit: and they that worship Him must worship 
Him in spirit and in truth.” The worship we owe our Cre-
ator, Father, and Redeemer is described here by the 
Greek word proskyne, which means to prostrate in re-
spect, to do homage, to show obeisance, to kiss the hand 
in a token of reverence. We should never lose sight of the 
great worthiness of our practice: we worship the Lord 
God who is blessed forever. Whatever our opinions, we 
must be sure that our offerings of worship are appropriate 
for His courts.  

All of us have preferred ways to express our worship. 
And the churches we attend probably reflect that. But the 
great arbiter of our preferences is the God we serve. May 
our worship, animated or composed, be fitting and suit-
able, reflecting the devotion in our hearts, bursting forth 
from hearts tuned to Him.  

 
Valorie Bender Quesenberry (BSM ’94) is a wife, mother, writer, mu-
sician, and current Director of Financial Aid/Cashier at God’s Bible 
School and College. She is married to Rev. Duane Quesenberry (BRE 
’94) who currently serves as the GBS Public Relations Director. They 
have four grown children.



Dear Ken, 
You’ve raised a knotty question 

that will take me two columns to an-
swer. Jewish and Christian thinkers 
have wrestled with this difficulty for 
more than 2,000 years. The Hebrew 
word involved (naham) is notoriously 
difficult to translate. Where older 
English versions (KJV, ASV, RSV) use 
“repent,” modern versions use words 
like “regret, relent, change the 
mind” (NASB, ESV, NIV).  Whether 
we use repent, relent, or regret, we 
must deal with two other chal-
lenges. The first you pointed out: 
How can God say that He doesn’t do 
this (1 Sam. 15:29) and that He does 
do this (1 Sam. 15:11, 35) without 
contradicting Himself? The second is 
how does God’s unchangeableness 
relate to this topic (Mal. 3:6)? 

When confronted with difficulties 
like this, my go-to source is Gleason 
Archer’s New International Ency-
clopedia of Bible Difficulties (Zonder-
van, 1982). My second stop is Walter 
Kaiser’s Hard Sayings of the Bible (In-
terVarsity, 1996). For this issue, I had 
to cast a pretty wide net. The sources 
I found helpful were off the beaten 
path: John Frame’s The Doctrine of 
God and Walter Moberly’s Old Testa-

ment Theology: Reading the Hebrew 
Bible as Christian Scripture. (Reader 
Warning: Moberly uses critical ap-
proaches that can undermine the au-
thority and trustworthiness of the OT. 
Hence, I do not recommend 
Moberly generally.) 

As always, context is crucial. 
Here, both the immediate context 
and the larger context of Scripture 
need to be integrated. 

Immediate context. The first 
thing I note is that God denies that 
He lies: “The Glory of Israel will not 
lie” (1 Sam. 15:29a). That naturally 
suggests that God has said some-
thing that someone might wonder if 
it’s true. The preceding verses 
supply what God had said: “The 
LORD has rejected you from being 
king over Israel” (1 Sam. 15:25b) 
and “The LORD has torn the king-
dom of Israel from you today and 
has given it to your neighbor, who is 
better than you” (1 Sam. 15:28). 

Note the past tenses in vv. 25 
and 28: “has rejected,” “has torn,” 
and “has given.” God had already 
taken action. The possibility of a 
Saul-dynasty was gone. The next 
king had been chosen. God was ful-
filling His prophetic word through 

Jacob: the scepter shall come from 
Judah (Gen. 49:10). Samuel’s point 
to Saul was that God’s decision was 
irrevocable. It was nonnegotiable. It 
could not be changed. No amount 
of repentance or pleading on Saul’s 
part would cause God to naham, 
that is, to relent or repent. That’s the 
point of 1 Sam. 15:29. 

Larger context. In order to under-
stand 1 Samuel 15, we need to recall 
three texts from the Pentateuch: the 
golden calf incident, the Balaam-Balak 
incident, and the flood. In Exodus 
32:10 God tells Moses to move aside 
so that He can destroy Israel for its 
idolatry. Moses pleads, “Turn from 
your fierce wrath, and repent (naham) 
of this evil against your people” (Exod. 
32:12). As a result, “The LORD re-
pented (naham) of the evil which he 
thought to do unto his people” (Exod. 
32:14). Moses knew that Yahweh is 
gracious and compassionate. So, 
Moses appealed for mercy to avert 
God’s judgment. Because God is mer-
ciful, He repented, i.e., He changed 
his mind and did not destroy Israel. 

When God threatens judgment, 
unless He says differently, there’s al-
ways the possibility that with repen-
tance and intercession He may 
change His mind (cf. Jer. 18:1-11). 
Jonah knew it (Jonah 4:2). The Nine-
vites figured it out (Jonah 3:9-10). Joel 
offered hope on this basis (Joel 2:13-
14). Given God’s past relenting (cf. 
Psa. 106:45), Saul could easily have 
thought God would change His mind 
if he groveled enough. The key is that 
God may relent of threatened future 
judgment. But, when God makes a 
covenant or promises something un-
conditionally, there’s no going back. 
The die is cast. God will not lie or 
repent, relent, or change His mind. 

 (to be continued)  
Blessings, 
Philip 

  
Dr. A. Philip Brown II is the Graduate Pro-
gram director and a member of the ministerial 
faculty at God’s Bible School and College. 

RECONCILING GOD’S REGRET: Part 1 
 
1 Samuel 15 (ESV), has these two statements, “The Glory of Israel will 
not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret” 
(15:29) and “And the Lord regretted that he had made Saul king over Is-
rael” (15:35). How should we understand these two statements con-
cerning “regret?” —Ken
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ROE V. WADE STRUCK DOWN 
 
On June 24, the U.S. Supreme 

Court released an opinion that 
struck down the landmark 1973 
Roe v. Wade decision, which, for 
nearly half-a-century, has provided 
a legal guarantee for a woman’s 
right to an abortion. The majority 
opinion, which was issued in the 
Mississippi case of Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health, was written by 
Justice Samuel Alito and joined by 
justices Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kava-
naugh, Clarence Thomas, Amy 
Coney Barrett, with Chief Justice 
John Roberts filing a concurrence. 

The new decision declared that 
the Roe V. Wade outcome was 
“egregiously wrong from the start” 
in finding a right that did not exist in 
the Constitution. The issue of abor-
tion has now been returned to the 
people’s elected representatives. As 
James Dobson commented: “The 
people of each state will now have 
the opportunity to debate and to try 
to persuade their fellow citizens. 
Then they can reach their own con-
clusions on the fundamental issue of 
the sanctity of life and pass laws that 
reflect that consensus.” 

 
CHRISTIANS DON’T KNOW 
HOW TO TALK ABOUT JESUS 

 
A Lifeway Research survey 

found that 70% of U.S. Christians 
have not shared the gospel with a 
stranger in the past six months, 
even though most indicated they 
wanted to. This is partly because 

52% of those self-identifying as 
Christian believe that encouraging 
someone to change their religious 
beliefs is “offensive and disrespect-
ful,” and approximately 66% are 
not familiar with any “methods for 
telling others about Jesus.”  

 
COURT UPHOLDS RIGHT OF 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL NOT TO 
EMPLOY LGBT TEACHER 

 
A Federal appeals court ruled in 

Starkey v. Roncalli High School and 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis that re-
ligious schools have a constitutional 
right to choose who teaches their 
faith to the next generation, and 
that such schools had the right to 
end its employment of a teacher 
who entered into a same-sex union 
in violation of church teachings. The 
law firm that represented Roncalli, 
Becket Law Group, commented: 
“Our justice system has consistently 
ruled that the government cannot 
intrude on a religious organization’s 
choice of who will pass on the faith 
to the next generation.” 

 
MOST VOTERS “DISSATISFIED” 
WITH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 
A Hart Research Associates poll 

showed that by more than 2-1 mar-
gin, more U.S. respondents indi-
cated that they were “dissatisfied” 
with “the way students are taught 
about racial issues” and “about is-
sues related to sexual preference 
and gender identity,” confirming this 
as a potent concern for voters.

CLARISSA MANLEY was born 
in Pennsylvania and reared in 
Dayton, Ohio. She and her three 
brothers were homeschooled the 
majority of their lives. Clarissa 
made an intentional decision to 
follow Jesus when she was 11. 

During her visit to campus for 
VIP Day in 2015, the Lord con-
firmed to her that GBS was where 
she was supposed to go. “GBS 
cultivates an environment for indi-
viduals to draw closer to God. I 
can’t count the many times that 
God has spoken to me through 
chapel services, revivals, and in 
the classroom.” She is thankful for 
the friends made at GBS and the 
privilege of being involved in 
many extracurricular activities—
especially choir and small public 
relations music groups.  

Clarissa graduated from GBS 
in May and traveled all summer 
with a PR group. She remarks, 
“God’s will is not completely ev-
ident to me, but I am committed 
to follow His will for me day by 
day and to walk through whatever 
door He opens.” 

 
Seventy-five percent of our stu-
dents receive some form of finan-
cial aid which enables them to at-
tend GBS. If you would like to sup-
port students with financial needs, 
you may send a gift to: 
 Student Fund 
God’s Bible School and College 
1810 Young Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

or give online anytime at  
www.gbs.edu/givenow
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John Wesley, Methodism’s founder, believed that 
the doctrine of entire sanctification was “the grand 
depositum which God has lodged with the people 

called Methodists; and for the sake of propagating this 
chiefly He appeared to have raised us up.” 

He saw entire sanctification—a work of God sub-
sequent to justification—as necessary because inbred sin 
remains in the heart of the believer even after he is re-
generated (initially sanctified). Though most Christians in 
Wesley’s day thought that sin must remain in one’s heart 
until shortly before death, Wesley taught that purification 
from that sin could and should occur earlier. 

Wesley believed that entire sanctification was not a 
new doctrine at all; not only did many Christians through-
out church history teach it, but also it was the doctrine of 
Jesus and the Apostles. Wesley said that he found the doc-
trine of entire sanctification in the Old and New Testa-
ments. He saw it promised in Ezekiel 36:25, 29: “Then 
will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: 
from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I 
cleanse you…. I will also save you from all your unclean-
nesses.” He also saw Paul plainly referring to this promise 
in 2 Corinthians 7:1: “Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

Wesley thought certain prayers would be mockery if 
there were no such thing as entire sanctification, for ex-
ample, “The very God of peace sanctify you wholly (en-
tirely), and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (I Thess. 5:23).  

Wesley believed that perfection can be improved: 
“One perfected in love may grow in grace far swifter than 
he did before.” However, not only can perfection be im-
proved, but it also can be lost. 

To those who might think that an entirely sanctified 
person would no longer have need of Christ and the 

atonement, Wesley responded, “The best of men need 
Christ as their Priest, their Atonement, their Advocate 
with the Father; not only as the continuance of their 
every blessing depends on His death and intercession, 
but on account of their coming short of the law of love.” 

Wesley admitted that, though he derived his doctrine 
of entire sanctification from the Scriptures, his observa-
tion of the thousands in his Methodist societies that tes-
tified to the experience gave him additional confirmation. 

Wesley taught that one can enter into this experience 
by a deeper “repentance” and faith. This deeper repen-
tance is not a repentance of willful sin, but a keen knowl-
edge of one’s own inherent depravity. It is a conviction 
(which implies contrition) of the tendency of one’s heart 
to self-will, to idolatry, and, above all, to unbelief. It is a 
conviction of the sinfulness still clinging to all his words 
and actions. It is also a conviction of one’s helplessness, 
of his utter inability to think any good thoughts, or say 
any right words, or do any good thing apart from grace. 

Wesley describes the faith necessary to become en-
tirely sanctified as a divine evidence and conviction, first, 
that God has promised it in Scripture, and secondly, that 
what God has promised He is able to perform. Faith for 
entire sanctification is thirdly the conviction that God is 
able and willing to do it now. “He cannot want more time 
to accomplish whatever is His will. And He cannot want 
or stay for any more worthiness or fitness in the person 
He is pleased to honor.” 

Faith is last the divine conviction that He does it. “In that 
hour it is done: God says to the inmost soul, ‘According to 
thy faith be it unto thee!’” To all this Wesley adds, “Expect 
it by faith, expect it as you are, and expect it now!” 

 
Dr. Mark Bird is a GBS professor in the Ministerial Division. Quoted ma-
terial in this article are excerpts from The Works of the Rev. John Wesley 
(Thomas Cordeux, 1812) and John Wesley, A Plain Account of Christian 
Perfection (Whitaker House, 2015).
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In this space we use writers both past and present to discuss various aspects of Christian holiness. 
 
 

JOHN WESLEY’S VIEW OF ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION  
 

by Mark Bird
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GBS alumni are encouraged to submit 
updates on the their lives and current 
ministries. —KF 
 
 
ALUMNI CHOIR REUNION 
by Joy Barnett 
 

On Saturday, March 26, 2022, a 
group of former GBS choir 

members gathered with Garen L. 
Wolf I (Music Division Chair 1976-
2010) and his wife, Sheila (GBS fac-
ulty 1976-2012), for a day of 
reunion. Choir members were espe-
cially excited to be able to meet 
after last year’s reunion was can-
celed. The event was once again 
hosted by Dr. Jewel Smith (faculty 
1980-89) at the Ashland Avenue 

Baptist Church in Cincinnati. The 
event was organized by the Alumni 
Choir Planning Team: Matt (1988-
00) and Joy (Bender) (BA ’00) Bar-
nett, Paul (BA ’81) and Robyn 
(Myers) (BA ’82) Clemens, Rob (BA 
’99) and Stephanie (Thompson) (BA 
’99) Ryan, and Lisa (Burton) Robison 
(BA ’02). A large group of alumni 
and friends volunteered to help staff 
the reunion.  

Participating alumni and friends 
arrived from several states, includ-
ing Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Michi-
gan, North Carolina, Alabama, and 
Florida. Organizers were delighted 
to welcome choir members who 
preceded Bro. Wolf’s leadership of 
the GBS College Choir, as well as 
several participants who followed 
his time at GBS. Some distinguished 
area alumni and friends came to 
listen to the music and enjoy the 
day, including Leonard (ThB ’60 ) 
and Janet (Ferguson) (HS ’59 ) San-
key, David and Ann Fruth, Ray 
(1962–67) and Reva Campbell. Car-
olyn (Wilson) (BA ’62) Womelsdorf 
also attended with her daughter 
and son-in-law Mark (HS ’78; 
1978–84) and Rachel (Womelsdorf) 
(1983-84) Wilcox.  

The reunion began at 9:30 a.m. 
with Craig (BRE ’79) and JoEllen 

(Walker) Dahler (BA ’77) overseeing 
registration and Carla (Hinds) (BA 
’82) Shuck, Aaron (1996-98) and 
Brenda (Englund) (BA ’05) Herring 
serving as the welcome team. A light 
breakfast was provided in the 
atrium, while attendees had the op-
portunity to browse and buy from a 
booth with Mr. Wolf’s latest books, 
as well as the new Alumni Choir Re-
union souvenir coffee mug. 

Abbey Stetler (2015-17) pro-
vided childcare, enabling parents to 
relax and enjoy the day. Clayton 
Herring (son of Aaron and Brenda 
Herring) was a featured special 
guest, entertaining the kids with 
“Clayton’s Balloon Creations.” 

The morning rehearsal began 
with a reunion of the Assurance 
Quartet from the early 2000s, includ-
ing Brandon Hilligoss (BA ’09), Na-
than Dahler (AA ’07), Mike Mater 
(AAS, BA ’07), Joel Hood (BA ’07), 
along with accompanists Martha 
(Madden) Miller (BSM ’82), and 
Amanda Shipman (AAS ’06, AA ’07) 
Bouvard. (Joel stepped in to sing 
when Brandon Mills (BA ’06) was un-
expectedly unable to attend due to 
sickness.) The quartet set the tone for 
the day as they sang several of the 
songs for which they were well-
known. Garen Wolf conducted songs 
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that had been part of the choir rep-
ertoire throughout his tenure, includ-
ing some numbers that have become 
Alumni Choir favorites. Martha Miller 
provided piano accompaniment. Mr. 
Wolf shared personal thoughts and 
encouragement as voices from var-
ious decades united together. 

Another very special addition to 
the music for Choir Reunion 2022 
was an instrumental ensemble which 
accompanied several of the songs. In-
strumentalists included Deanna Wolf 
(HS ’93, BA ’98) Mander, Rachelle 
Wolf (HS ’07, BA ’11) DeStefano, Ka-
trin Crater (AAS ’16), Bethany Mills 
(AAS, BA ’12) Kline, Michelle Probst 
(AAS ’15, BA Church and Family ’15, 
BA Music Ed ’17), Jonna McCaman 
(BA ’01), Caroline (Crater) Craig 
(2018-21), Carla Shuck, Rob Ryan, 
David Hartkopf (BA ’07), Joel Hood, 
Tony Sechrest (AA ’01), Rachel Craig 
(BA ’19), and Ryan Craig (AAS ’16). 
Throughout the morning, Rob Ryan 
hosted segments for stories, tes-
timonies, and spontaneous harmoniz-
ing of familiar songs. There were 
tears, laughter, and unforgettable mo-
ments as alumni and friends wor-
shiped together. 

The group then gathered in the 
gym for a meal provided by event 
planners and alumni, with Mary 

(Black) Burton (1990-93) and Bev 
Replogle hosting. A special thanks 
to Steve and Cindy (Huber) (BA 
’97) Caniff for providing the deli-
cious smoked pulled pork. During 
lunch, Rob Ryan served as MC for 
“Traveling Light,” in which choir 
members shared amusing stories 
from their years of choir travels. 
Duane Quesenberry (BA ’94), cur-
rent director of Public Relations, 
and Jack Hooker (BRE ’74), chair of 
the Alumni Relations committee of 
the GBS board, shared some very 
funny stories about their experi-
ences traveling for GBS as PR repre-
sentatives. Duane brought greetings 
and gave an update from the 
school. A hilarious skit reminded 
members of dreaded choir “quar-
tets,” the means by which choir 
members were graded on their 
memorization of songs and parts 
(students had to sing four at a time, 
one on each part, in front of 
the choir while teachers 
graded them). An auction oc-
curred throughout the lunch 
hour, with Jack Hooker serv-
ing as auctioneer. Donated 
items from alumni and local 
businesses were auctioned to 
help raise money for the 
day’s expenses. One special 

surprise donation was a gorgeous 
handmade quilt made especially for 
the event by former GBS librarian 
Mrs. Judy Burton, mother of Lisa 
Robison. Generous donations from 
GBS Alumni Choir members helped 
support the day and made planning 
for the future possible.  

The Alumni Choir then moved 
back into the sanctuary to sing one 
final song together. Bro. Wolf prayed 
a heartfelt blessing over attendees and 
in an Alumni Choir tradition, choir 
members sang “Loving God, Loving 
Each Other” together. The GBS 
Alumni Choir spent a great day as 
they enjoyed time together, experi-
enced laughter and tears, and sang 
and worshiped together as a family. 

Photographers for the event were 
Rob Scott (1983-1985) and various 
other alumni. Further information can 
be found by joining the Facebook 
group, GBS Alumni Choir.

below left: Assurance Quartet (with one substitute) reunited for the occasion.  
below right: A scrumptious meal featured smoked pulled pork provided by Steve and Cindy Caniff. 

top right: A humorous skit recalled the dreaded weekly choir quartets.



by Sonja Vernon 
HOMESICK 
 
“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to Myself; that where I 
am, there you may be also.” —John 14:2-3 NKJV 
 

As a child, I was terrified at the thought of Christ’s re- 
. turn. As an adult, I still believe that Christ will 

come again, but my terror has subsided. The longer I 
live here, the more foreign “here” seems, the less I fit 
in with the world’s mindset, and the more I feel like a 
weary traveler longing for home. Christ-followers 
should certainly occupy contentedly until He comes, 
and it’s normal to wonder what the future holds. How -
ever, Scripture teaches that we weren’t made for the 
temporal world. We are eternal beings homesick for 
an eternal home. The longer we live for Jesus, the 
more we know Him, and the more we see how beau-
tiful He is, the more intense our desire becomes to 
be with Him forever. Our world is a weary world, 
wracked with pain and twisted by the evil one. If we 
believe that our earthly existence is only a shadow of 
the real world to come—one without suffering, death, 
or evil—our home with Christ looks sweeter every day!  

My parents used to sing a song by Violet E. King 
that scared me every time I heard it; but those same 
words have now become precious to me. “Oh, I’m 
longing for His coming. Every day I’m longing more. 
And I wonder why He tarries, oh so long. For I think 
each glorious morning, and in every twilight gloom, 
that He whispers, ‘Yes, I’m coming, coming soon.’” 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Sonja Vernon is Vice President for Student Affairs at God’s Bible School.
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Creation, Evolution, and the 
Historical Adam 

OCTOBER 25-27



REMEMBERING  THE  90s    
OCTOBER 14–15, 2022 

Honoring 25- and 50-year graduates: 

Classes of ’72 and ’97 

  NEW EVENTS FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!  
Basketball / Volleyball Tournament 

Bonfire  •  Carriage rides  •  Kids Zone 

  NEW AND IMPROVED SATURDAY FUNFEST! 
Food  •  Fellowship  •  Auction

ATTENTION! 
HIGH SCHOOL CLASS of ’82 
40 Year Reunion on Saturday 

contact Kevin Moser 513.763.6521 


