


IMITATORS  
 

I have a daily ritual of reading “Morning Briefing” in the 
New York Times. Why? Primarily because I don’t want to 
expose myself to information that comes from only one 

perspective, rendering me culturally myopic. I also enjoy 
doing the daily Wordle, Mini Crossword, Pangram, as well as 
the weekly Quiz on Friday. But my reason for writing this is 
not just to justify my being a NYT reader. Something grabbed 
my attention during a recent perusal of the newspaper. 

Noma—the renowned Copenhagen restaurant, often 
called the best in the world—was shutting down its regular 
service. Who is going to set the trends now that Noma will no 
longer be introducing such delicacies as “one-bite appetizers 
of reindeer lichen and puffed fish skin?” Pete Wells, the Times 
restaurant critic, made the case that Noma’s influence “will 
live on through its imitators” (my emphasis). 

You may think it is quite a leap to go from the thought 
of chefs around the world copying Noma menus, cooking 
methods, and even restaurant ambiance, to the idea of striv-
ing to lead a vibrant, authentically Christian life; but that is 
where my thoughts took me. How important it is to live 
one’s life in a way that makes others consider it to be wor-
thy of imitating! I reminisced about how blessed I was to 
have had parents who were excellent models—not just in 
the spiritual realm, but also through winsome elements of 
their personalities. Both lived exemplary Christian lives, and 
both had a fun-loving sense of humor. Those who know me 
well will see certain aspects of my personality that are imita-
tions of those of my parents. For example, Daddy had a 
strong sense of ethics and a strict adherence to the truth. 
Mother had a high level of self-confidence in her ability to 
“get things done” and an enthusiasm for being “the life of 
the party.” By taking a sample of those elements mixed to-
gether, you get a basic picture of my personality.  

My parents taught me that the first order of imitation 
was to “be like Jesus,” and they helped me understand how 
to do that by example, through family discipling, and by 
providing the correction that was often needed in my case.  

Elmer and Betty Farmer, like the original Noma restau-
rant, are no longer open for service here on earth. However, 
their influence lives on through their children Harry, Kenny, 
Sam, and Kitty Lou, as well as many others who, inspired by 
their lives, have became imitators of them and of Christ.  

Ask God to help you live a life worthy of imitation!—KF
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Small details can wreck the grandest plans. 
The bridegroom in the Song of Solomon 
urges his beloved to catch “the little foxes 

that ruin the vineyards,” especially when the “vine-
yards are in blossom” (2:15). He had seen little 
foxes climb over the walls and dig around the vines 
in search of grapes. Little, yes; but also very de-
structive as they scampered around the vineyard 
before melting back into the night. 

The Christian life is marked by many small deci-
sions, small battles, and small victories. Humans 
have an outsized interest in the grand and sensa-
tional. This often leads us to believe that the BIG 
DECISIONS are what mark and shape us. However, 
I have found, both in personal life and in ministry, 
that it is the LITTLE DECISIONS that change the tra-
jectory of our lives. Let’s take a few minutes to look 
at attitudes and actions that are defined as “little” or 
“small,” but have a major impact on our lives.  

 A LITTLE LAZINESS—Proverbs 6:4-11 
Unfortunately, there are a few pastors who be-

lieve that their job is only to preach and pray. Yes, 
those are fundamental aspects—very essential to 
pastoring, but this limited approach to ministry 
leaves a bad taste in the mouths of parishioners 
who work hard and pray fervently. Could it be that 
in some parsonages a little laziness has replaced 
the diligence required to meet the demands of 
modern-day pastorates?   

On the other hand, there are some lay people 
who believe that it is the preacher’s job to do just 
about everything, including lawn care and janito-
rial services. I can understand the lack of resources 
in small churches, but what about churches with 
six-figure account balances? What about other 
able-bodied members lending a hand?  

Pastors and parishioners alike should be dili-
gent in their work, never cutting corners or squan-
dering time away. Remember, we are to do every-
thing to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31)! 
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LITTLE FOXES 
 
by Dr. Rodney S. Loper, President



I read about a man whose family sent him to the 
doctor because he constantly complained of being too 
sick to work. The doctor examined this patient, then 
told him to get dressed and meet him back in his office. 

As the man entered the room, he sat down and said 
to the doctor, “Give it to me straight, doc. Don’t use any 
complicated, fancy-sounding, medical terms. My family 
wants the truth in plain English. What’s wrong with me?”  

“All right,” the doctor replied. “I’ll make it as plain as I 
can. There isn’t a thing wrong with you. You’re just lazy.” 

The man sat silent for a moment, then said, “I see. 
Now will you give me a complicated, fancy-sounding, 
medical term I can tell my family?” 

Some people would do anything to be able to do 
nothing! 

 A LITTLE FOLLY—Ecclesiastes 10:1 
Foolishness can be described as a person misusing 

the intelligence God has given him. In Scripture, folly or 
foolishness is connected with a quick temper (Prov. 
14:29), perverse speech (Prov. 19:1-4), and disobe-
dience to parents (Prov. 10:1), among other things.  

A person with a reputation for wisdom and honor 
can destroy that reputation by one off-color joke, one 
foolish deed, or one ungodly attitude. It is easier to 
maintain a good reputation than to try to restore a sul-
lied one. Just one moment of foolishness can take a life-
time to overcome. How many ministries have been 
ruined; how many homes have been destroyed; how 
many lives have been lost because of a little folly? Do 
whatever it takes to keep the little foxes from your pre-
cious vine of reputation.  

 LITTLE FAITH—Matthew 6:30 

The phrase “you of little faith” is only used five 
times in Scripture, and whenever uttered by Jesus, there 
is a powerful lesson to be learned regarding faith. We 
know that it is impossible to please God without faith 
(Heb. 11:6), and yet, the same Lord who is displeased 
by our little faith also said that mustard-seed-sized faith 
can move mountains. It seems that His displeasure is 
not so much with the size of our faith, but with the fact 
that we do not take advantage of those opportunities 
His grace supplies to increase our faith.  

How do our children see us in relationship to their 
own needs? They trust us, their earthly fathers, to 
supply their needs. They are not worried about stock 
prices, the economy, or the bills that come in the mail. 
They simply rely on their parents to supply their needs. 
What a lesson for us! Lord, increase our faith!  

 A LITTLE LEAVEN—1 Corinthians 5:6b 

My wife makes the best cinnamon rolls! I really 
don’t know much about the process—but I sure do like 

the results! I do know that she uses yeast. I also know 
that just a little bit of it has a big effect! In the context of 
this scriptural passage, the leaven is sin, and even a little 
is very dangerous and is to be avoided at all cost. 

No one wants a little cancer, do they? Yet, people 
tolerate a little sin in their lives. Sin is cancer of the spirit. 
Just as cancer can destroy your life, sin can destroy your 
soul. One malady is temporal; the other is eternal. 

 THE LITTLE TONGUE—James 3:5 
The tongue is indeed a little member of the body. 

However, you may be surprised to learn that there are 
more sins associated with the tongue (speech) in the 
Bible than any other part of our being. These sins include 
blasphemy, lying, gossiping, cursing, and backbiting. 

As serious as these sins are, they are treated with a 
wink and nod at times. Why is it that many give gossip 
a pass, excusing it by saying it is just a part of someone’s 
personality? Folks who sew discord among the brethren 
are often coddled or ignored. They disguise their sin by 
beginning their gossip with, “I am so concerned,” or, 
“My heart is troubled.” These phrases are nothing more 
than platitudes to disguise sin. Someone put it well, “A 
monkey with a match can destroy more in a minute 
than a man can build in a lifetime.” 

Friends, little things matter. Character is made in the 
little mundane decisions of life. This is why discipleship 
is so important. It is a process by which you willingly 
place yourself into a structure that is designed to foster 
and promote spirituality. 

 CONCLUSION 
On the morning of Saturday, January 13, 2018, a bal-

listic missile alert was accidentally issued via the Emer-
gency Alert System and Wireless Emergency Alert System 
over television, radio, and cellphones in Hawaii. The alert 
stated that there was an inbound ballistic missile threat to 
that Pacific-island state, advised residents to seek shelter, 
and concluded: “This is not a drill.” The message was sent 
at 8:07 a.m. local time. However, civil defense outdoor 
warning sirens were not authorized by the state. 

For 38 minutes, people around the islands were 
confused, and braced themselves for the unknown. 
Meanwhile, the government frantically tried to fix the 
message that was sent in error. The problem was that 
the person running the computer that morning did not 
hear the beginning of the announcement that went out 
over the loud speaker—“Exercise. Exercise. Exercise.” 
Believing it was real, the emergency alert was sent out.  

Something little—missing three words—placed an 
entire state in panic. Friends, it is the little things in your 
life that will likely ruin you spiritually. Remember, your 
little, everyday decisions made you into the person you 
are and shape the person you will become. 
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In part one of this series, we looked at what it means 
to be a disciple of Jesus, and we did this in terms of 
five verbs. Being a disciple of Jesus means: 

• Committing to Him alone.  
• Following Him. 
• Imitating Him and those who follow His example. 
• Coaching others in how to follow Him. 
• Persuading others to follow Him.  

We also defined discipleship as a lifetime journey 
made in community with other disciples in which we en-
deavor to become more like Jesus, we imitate and coach 
each other, and we persuade the lost to follow Christ. 
Now at this point you might be thinking, “That’s a nice 
definition, but how do I actually do all those things?” That 
brings us to part two where we’re going to answer this 
question: How do I personally follow Jesus? 

To answer this question, we’ll go through each of the 
five verbs of discipleship and talk about how to put them 
into practice in daily life. Let’s start with the first—commit. 
 COMMIT:  Resolve Each Day to Be a Disciple 

When you made the decision to become a disciple 
of Jesus, you made an initial commitment to follow Him. 
However, it’s important to renew that commitment on a 
daily basis. This can be done in the following ways: 

Cultivate your identity. If someone asked you about 
your faith, what would you say? Most of us would probably 
respond with, “I’m a Christian,” and, of course, the dis-
ciples of Jesus were indeed called Christians (Acts 11:26). 
Yet the word “Christian” has become a loaded word in our 
culture. It can mean different things to different people. 
Because of this, I encourage you to think of yourself and 
describe yourself to others like this: “I’m a disciple, a fol-

I Follow Jesus by Nathan Brown

Discipleship 
     SERIES     PART 2
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lower of Jesus.” When we tell people we’re Christians, they 
often put us in a box in their minds. Using the word “dis-
ciple” can shake things up and lead to fascinating and pro-
ductive conversations with others. The more we think of 
ourselves as disciples, the more our hearts and minds will 
resonate with this truth, and the more often we’ll ask, 
“How can I become more like Jesus?” 

Commit daily. Jesus said, “If anyone would 
come after Me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow Me” (Luke 9:23). This 
shows how important self-denial is to disciple-
ship. We must die to ourselves daily (give up the 
right to have our own way), and we must obey 
the Spirit, no matter what He tells us to do. 
That’s the example Jesus left us, and we must fol-
low in His steps (1 Pet. 2:21). I suggest you add 
this prayer to your daily conversation with God: 
“Father, thank You for Your grace, which gives 
me the desire and power to do Your will. Today, 
I consecrate myself to You. Help me resist 
temptation and say ‘Yes’ to the Holy Spirit. 
Help me live each moment under His in-
fluence.” This short prayer will be a daily re-
minder of your identity as a disciple of Jesus. 

Be accountable. One of the best ways to 
maintain a commitment is to be accountable 
to someone for that commitment. We aren’t 
meant to live the Christian life apart from the 
help and encouragement of the Church. 
That’s why accountability to other believers 
is so important (cf. Heb. 3:12-14; 10:23-25; 
1 Thess. 5:11; Gal. 6:1-2). I encourage you 
to find a fellow believer you can trust and 
give him/her permission to check up on you 
on a regular basis. We need fellow believers 
to whom we can be accountable. We need 
to humble ourselves and confess our faults to them 
(Prov. 28:13; James 5:16). This is one of the best ways 
we can maintain our commitment to follow Jesus. 
 FOLLOW:  Foster a Relationship with God 

The second verb is follow, and it’s all about fostering 
a relationship with God. When we’re saved, we enter 
into a master-disciple relationship with Jesus. We commit 
to follow Him, learn from Him, and obey Him. Here are 
some practical ways to cultivate a relationship with God. 

Take time. God wants to have a personal relationship 
with each of us (John 17:3), and as we all know, relation-
ships take time. If we don’t take time for personal dis-
cipleship, it won’t happen. Jesus left us an example—He 
regularly left His disciples, went off by Himself, and spent 
time alone with God (Matt. 14:23; Mark 1:35; Luke 
5:16). We need to do the same. We need to find a place 
each day where we can be alone with the Father. We 
should eliminate as many distractions as possible and 
focus our minds on God. 

Listen to God. I deliberately use the phrase “listen to 
God” because it emphasizes that when we read the Bible, 
God is speaking directly to us. Several years ago, I was 
teaching on discipleship at a church, and after I was 
done, a young lady came up to me and said, “When you 
said that God is speaking directly to us when we read the 
Bible, my brain just stopped right there, because the Bible 

doesn’t feel like that to me at 

all! Tell me more about that.” So I spent some time trying 
to explain, and she seemed to have a better understand-
ing; but then, as so often happens, about an hour later, I 
realized what I should have told her. 

I should have shown her Hebrews 12:5-6, which 
says, “Have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses 
you as sons? ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline 
of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the 
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son 
whom he receives.’” In this passage, the author of He-

Jesus said, “If anyone 
would come after Me, 
let him deny himself 
and take up his cross 
daily and follow 
Me” (Luke 9:23). 
This shows how 
important self-
denial is to 
discipleship.
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brews quotes Proverbs 3:11-12 and tells his readers that 
what Solomon wrote so many years ago was directly ad-
dressed to them! Solomon was speaking to his own chil-
dren at the time, yet God was also speaking through him 
to us. This means that the Scriptures are God’s Word to 
us, right now, today, not just a record of what He said to 
others so many years ago (cf. Deut. 5:2-3). 

Now you might be thinking, “Well, that might work 
with Proverbs, but how could it work with everything in 
the Bible?” Let’s look at Deuteronomy 25:4 which says, 

“You shall not muzzle 
an ox when it is treading out the grain.” This is a com-
mand from the Mosaic Law, and it seems completely ir-
relevant to us in America today. Who uses an ox to tread 
grain anymore? Yet Paul quotes this verse 1,460 years 
later and says, “Is it for oxen that God is concerned? 
Does He not certainly speak for our sake? It was written 
for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope 
and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop” 

(1 Cor. 9:9-10). This teaches us that even the most ob-
scure and seemingly irrelevant parts of the Bible contain 
principles for daily living and are God’s words for us 
today (see also 2 Tim. 3:16; 1 Cor. 10:11; Rom. 4:23-
24; Rom. 15:4; John 5:39)! 

How much of what God has said should we be inter-
esting in hearing? All of it, of course! We need to have 
our minds regularly exposed to all of God’s Word. Listen-
ing to all that God has said ensures that we: 

  • Get to know the Bible. God’s people ought to have a 
basic knowledge of His Word. If we aren’t familiar with 
the entirety of Scripture, we will overlook something 
God wants us to know. Consider the story of Ezra, who 
discovered an entire festival while reading the Law to 
the people. They celebrated the feast of booths (tab-
ernacles) in obedience to God’s command, and Nehe-
miah tells us that it hadn’t been done like that since 
the days of Joshua! (Neh. 8:13-18). You never know 
what you’ll find when you listen to all of God’s Word. 

• Give God the respect He deserves. When we read the 
entire Bible, we show God that we honor everything 
He said, not just those parts we feel are particularly rel-
evant or applicable to us. When Ezra read the law to 
the remnant in Jerusalem (Neh. 9:3), they stood up for 
“a fourth part of the day.” Why? They were showing 
God how much they respected Him and His Word. 

 
• Gain a balanced understanding of the character of 

God. If we don’t regularly fill our minds with everything 
God has revealed about Himself, our understand-
ing of Him will become unbalanced. For example, 
if we only spend time reading about God’s love, 
we’ll be horrified when God tells us how He killed 
Uzzah for touching the ark (2 Sam. 6:1-7). If we 
only spend time reading about God’s wrath and 
judgment on sin, we’ll be astounded when God tells 
us how He restored Manasseh to the throne after he 
repented (2 Chron. 33). 

• Know where things are with respect to other 
things. Think about geography. If we know where the 
seven continents are on the globe, we can quickly find 
the part of the world for which we are looking. When 
we read the Bible all the way through, we gain a bird’s-
eye view of Scripture that allows us quickly to locate 
various sections of interest. For example, we will know 
where to find: what happened after the exile, the his-
tory of the early church, the law, etc.  

• See the connections between various parts of Scrip-
ture. Stephen’s speech in Acts 7 is a good example of 
this. He started with Abraham and ended with the 
people who crucified Jesus, and he had it all con-
nected. The Bible is like a tree. It’s a growing revelation 
that starts with the roots in Genesis and ends with the 
fullness of the Son’s revelation in the New Testament. 

©
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In what order should we read the books of the Bible? 
Most of us with a Christian background grew up reading 
the Bible in canonical order (the current order of the 
books in our Bibles). However, I believe reading the Bible 
in chronological order is an excellent way to maximize 
our learning experience. We can see this in two ways: 

 
• It gives us a better sense of the overall flow of biblical 

history from beginning to end. When we read chrono-
logically, we are carried along by the unfolding story of 
redemption, and we gain insight into how God was 
working through history to bring about the salvation of 
men and the establishment of the kingdom of His Son. 
It begins all the way back in Genesis 3:15 with the 
promise that the seed of the woman would crush the 
head of the serpent, and we follow that through, watch-
ing as Satan tries his best to derail and destroy that seed, 
until it culminates in the person and work of Jesus Christ 
Who destroyed the works of the devil (1 John 3:8). 

• It helps us put each passage of Scripture in its proper his-
torical and theological context. For example, the first ser-
mon in the book of Haggai (1:1-13) should be read 
against the backdrop of the construction of the temple 
as recorded in Ezra 4-5 (construction started in 536 BC, 
but stopped after opposition by local enemies, and it did 
not begin again until the preaching of Haggai and Ze-
chariah in the late summer and fall of 520 BC). Also, 
David’s psalm of praise to God (Psa. 34) is connected to 
the story of his escape from the Philistines in Gath where 
he pretended to be insane (1 Sam. 21:10-15). 

 
How can we read the Bible in chronological order? 

I’ve personally tried several different chronological 
reading plans, and I also created one of my own. I’ll ex-
plain how to use my system in the next article of this 
series, so stay tuned. 

Talk to God. Most of us think of reading the Bible as 
a solitary activity, but when we read God’s Word, we have 
just entered into a conversation with our heavenly Father! 
This means Bible reading and prayer are not separate 
from one another. They are two sides of the same rela-
tional coin. Here’s how it works: God talks to us through 
His Word, we think about and meditate on what He said, 
and then we respond to God in prayer, telling Him what 
we learned. I’m afraid that all too often our prayers are 
disconnected from the conversation. If we read God’s 
Word and then set it aside and go through our prayer lists 
without talking to God about what He just said to us, then 
we’re missing out on the relationship He wants to build 
with us through the conversation. 

Think about what this means for prayer. First, it means 
we don’t have to think up something to pray about each 
day. We can simply talk to God about what He just said. 
Second, it means we can have a conversation with our 
heavenly Father. He loves to talk to us and then hear what 
we’ve learned from His Word. Last, it means prayer can 

become more than just bringing a list of names and con-
cerns to God. Prayer can be the most uplifting and en-
couraging part of our daily walk with Jesus! 

How do we pray about what we just read? How do 
we talk to God about what He just said to us? This can 
be difficult if you’re not used to doing it, so I’ve included 
a sample prayer for each day of the Bible reading plan. 
The prayers are designed to help you praise God, learn 
lessons from His Word, reflect on how Scripture applies 
to your life, ask God for grace and strength to live for Him 
throughout the day, and thank God for all that He’s done 
for you. You can pray these prayers as your own, or you 
can print out the “Daily Prayer Template” and pray your 
own prayers. The goal is for your Bible reading and prayer 
time to be a conversation with God that challenges you 
and enriches your life. 
 IMITATE: Follow the Example of Jesus  
and Others 

How do we imitate someone we’re unable to be 
around? Suppose, for example, that you admired Abra-
ham Lincoln, the sixteenth president of the United States, 
and you wanted to be like him. How would you do that? 
One way would be to find books about Lincoln’s life and 
read everything you could about him. You would ex-
amine his writings and learn about his beliefs, his values, 
and his priorities. You would then take all you learned 
and set about imitating his life. 

For example, Lincoln regularly checked out books 
from the Library of Congress, so you would make reading 
a priority. Lincoln kept his sense of humor, even under 
the most challenging circumstances, so you would strive 
to relax and laugh during times of stress. Lincoln was 
known for standing up for his beliefs, even when he was 
ridiculed, so you would determine to stay the course no 
matter what others were saying. 

We can use this same approach with Jesus. We have 
four different accounts of His life (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John), and there is so much we can learn about His 
beliefs, His values, and His priorities. Here are just a few 
examples from Jesus’ life that are worthy of imitation: 
 • He loved God with all His heart, soul, and mind (Matt. 

22:37). 
• He loved His neighbor as Himself (Matt. 22:39). 
• He pursued wisdom and a knowledge of God’s Word 

(Luke 2:40). 
• He was obedient to His parents (Luke 2:51). 
• He sought God’s will and then did it with all His heart 

(John 6:38). 
• He served others and strove to build them up in the 

faith (John 13:12–16). 

We can also use this approach with godly men and 
women of the past. After all, we are called to imitate 
“those who through faith and patience inherit the prom-
ises” (Heb. 6:12). Here are a few examples: 



 • Paul—he chose to praise God in difficult and painful 
circumstances (Acts 16:25). 

• Peter—he was willing to accept public rebuke (Gal. 
2:11–15; Acts 15:6–11). 

• David—he humbled himself and repented with sincer-
ity (2 Sam. 12:13; Psa. 51). 

• Martin Luther—he stood firm for the truth, even when 
powerful people were against him. 

• Hudson Taylor—he witnessed to the lost, no matter 
where they were. 

Our examples to imitate are not limited to the past. 
That’s why it’s so important to invest and participate in a 
local church. If we’re going to imitate the godly, we need 
to be with the godly! Remember, Paul told the Philip-

pians, “Keep your eyes on those who walk according to 
the example you have in us” (Phil. 3:17). We need to be 
listening to the testimonies of our fellow disciples and 
learning from their examples. We need to be watching 
the way they live their lives and putting what we see into 
practice. We have so much to learn about being Jesus’ 
disciple from those who are in the race with us! 
 COACH: Show Others How to Be Disciples 

When it comes to showing others how to be disciples, 
there are two main ways we do this: informal coaching 
and intentional coaching. 

Informal coaching. All of us are coaching others all 
the time. How are we doing this? By living an example 
that others can follow. That is fundamental to coaching! 

Every time you ask someone how 
they’re doing spiritually, you’re coach-
ing. Every time you testify and joyfully 
worship God in church, you’re coach-
ing. Every time you speak a kind word, 
you’re coaching. Every time you en-
courage another believer, you’re coach-
ing . Every time someone sees you 
reading the Bible, praying, singing a 
hymn, or reading a spiritual book, 
you’re coaching. Every time someone 
sees you serving others, giving sacrifi-
cially, apologizing for a wrong, being 
teachable when rebuked, or being gra-
cious when scorned, you’re coaching.  

Intentional coaching. While the ex-
ample we live in front of others is essen-
tial, all of us are commanded to do in-
tentional coaching. This is not optional. 
God told Israel to teach their children 
His laws, explain His commands, tell 
them about His works, and instill His 
ways in their hearts (Deut. 4:9; 6:7; 
Exod. 12:24-27). Jesus echoed this com-
mand when he told us to “make disci-
ples…teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you” (Matt. 28:18-
20). We must take time and diligently, 
deliberately, intentionally coach others 
in how to be disciples of Christ. How do 
we do this? We invest, explain, show, 
and exhort. I’ll give you a template to 
follow and the tools to implement it later 
on in this series. 
 PERSUADE: Call Others to 
Repentance and Faith in Christ 

We often think of evangelists and 
missionaries when we think of persuad-
ing others to be disciples, but all of us are 
commanded to make disciples. How do 

MARCH 2023

09

Discipleship is a lifetime journey made in community with other disciples in which we endeavor 
to become more like Jesus, imitate and coach each other, and persuade the lost to follow Christ.
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we do this? There are two ways all of us can per-
suade others to be disciples: 

Share your story. Like Paul, we should be 
looking for opportunities to tell others about 
Jesus (Acts 17:16-17). One of the best ways to 
do this is by sharing the story of how we became 
disciples ourselves. When I was discipling some 
new converts years ago, I made them practice 
sharing their story with each other and then lead-
ing each other in a prayer of repentance and 
faith. It was a little awkward at first, but they had 
fun with it and soon gained confidence in telling 
someone what God did for them. When was the 
last time you told someone how you became a 
disciple? If it’s been a while, practice with a fel-
low believer until you’re comfortable sharing 
your story with others. 

Live the gospel. It’s easy to say that we’re 
disciples of Jesus, but it’s actually hard to live a 
consistent, holy life. The greatest witness we 
have to the truth of God’s transforming power is 
to live a transformed life in front of others. If we 
want to make disciples, we must be disciples. 
The world is watching us. They notice how we 
live. They’re very aware of what we wear, where 
we go, what we read, what we listen to, how we 
do our jobs, and how we interact with our chil-
dren. They see how we react when we’re ridi-
culed and how we respond when we’re 
disappointed, and they can be powerfully im-
pacted when we’re patient and kind in the midst 
of suffering and persecution. Let’s commit to liv-
ing a transformed life each and every day. When 
we do, we’re calling others to follow Jesus! 

We began this article with a question—How 
do I personally follow Jesus?—and we’ve seen 
how to do this in terms of our five verbs: commit, 
follow, imitate, coach, and persuade. We can 
personally be disciples by renewing our commit-
ment to follow Jesus each day. We can personally 
follow Jesus by fostering a relationship with Him 
through the conversation: listening and talking to 
God (Bible reading and prayer). We can imitate 
Jesus and others, learning from them and putting 
their example into practice. We can coach others 
by how we live and by intentionally teaching 
them about God and His Word. We can per-
suade others by telling them how God trans-
formed our lives. Every day, we can be disciples 
of Jesus! 

 
Nathan Brown is a senior engineer for Southern Company 
Services, Director of Discipleship for the Bible Methodist 
Connection of Churches, and founder of ComeAfterMe.com 
(a discipleship website). He, his wife Charity, and two chil-
dren live in Trussville, AL. All Scripture quotations are ESV.

TO THE EDITOR 

Letters should be emailed to revivalist@gbs.edu or addressed to the 
Editorial Office, 1810 Young Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. Letters reprinted 
here do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editor of God’s Revivalist 
nor those of the administration of God’s Bible School. Names and locations 
of writers will be withheld at their specific request or at the discretion of the 
editor. We reserve the right to edit and condense. 

  
[We read with interest] President Loper’s article, “Dangers 

for the Local Church.” For the past few years, we have been 
concerned about the direction the Holiness Movement has 
taken. What will it take to bring us back, I have asked myself? 
What, if any, are the goals set by our leaders? 

JOHN TAYLOR 
email 

  
I thought the editor’s vulnerable “Thinking Out Loud” 

segment about being “Captain Corrector” [December 2022] 
was brave and very valuable. All of us have areas needing re-
finement in order to enhance our relationships. We should 
all welcome those learning experiences as part of our dis-
cipleship journey. Thanks for sharing.  

RICHARD MILES 
email 

  
You do a great job with the magazine! I was very inter-

ested in your explanation of the proofers! After I read that I 
thought, “You know, I don’t ever remember seeing a mis-
take!” That is not to say that I catch everything! 

LINDA PAULUS 
email 

  
I enjoy God’s Revivalist immensely and have been get-

ting it for many years. Please renew for three more years. I 
am 89, so I may not live three more years. I have had a 
daughter and two granddaughters graduate from GBS. 

MARGARET HEILMAN 
Circleville, OH 

  
I was so happy to see the recognition given to Thelma 

Bloomfield [November 2022]. The Bloomfields stayed in 
my childhood home many times and held revivals in our 
church. They were faithful, loving Christians who in-
fluenced my life. Sis. Bloomfield continues to serve God 
with her whole heart. 

FAITH (REED) TOFTE 
email 

(continued on page 25) 
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The Miles Family was not one that professed to follow 
Christ, and we rarely attended services. One of my 

first forays into Sunday school left me upset at the be-
havior of my young peers. For some reason, unchurched 
though I was, I still didn’t see any sense in attending a 
class full of disrespectful kids. A few years later, at the 
request of my aunt Sally, I gave Sunday school another 
try—and what a difference! What made the difference 
was a man.  

The class was full of young boys like me who were 
brought to church by people other than our parents—boys 
who were not brought up in church—boys who by nature 
were prone to terrorize their poor Sunday school teacher—
but not in this class! The difference was in a man.  

The man looked tough. He was a fireman who was 
known for his strength. At one time he had been a hard-

drinking sailor. But it was not his tough look that made us 
behave, though it probably should have. It was his gentle, 
humble, loving attitude toward his misfit class. His love 
and genuine interest in us was almost hypnotic. I instantly 
respected John Sullivan.  

One Sunday, a substitute taught John’s class, and the 
boys “who by nature were prone to terrorize their poor 
Sunday school teacher” did just that. The next Sunday, 
John informed us of his deep disappointment in our er-
rant behavior the previous week; he made it clear that 
we should treat everyone with respect. From then on, we 
did. The difference was in a man.  

by Richard Miles

©
 iStock: D

iy13
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John worked at the fire station just around the corner 
from the church. He welcomed his Sunday school boys 
to visit him at any time, and we did quite often. It seemed 
like we always found him studying for his Sunday school 
class. He must have had the respect of the other firemen, 
because they accepted our intrusion like we were part of 
John’s family.  

I remember getting upset at the pastor once for cor-
recting a friend of mine publicly from the pulpit. My family 
did not make me go to services, so I decided to protest the 
pastor’s action by leaving the church. Someone “ratted” 
on me to John. I’ll never forget John asking if he could talk 
to me. Well, of course John could talk to me as much as 
anyone on earth! He surprised me, however, by taking me 
to the church basement and then INTO THE BOILER 
ROOM! Wow! This was beginning to look serious.  

Gently but plainly, John said, “I heard that you are 
considering leaving the church because of what the pas-
tor did. Is that true?” 

I said that it was, and I expressed my grievance. John 
surprised me when he acknowledged and valued my 
concern that the pastor may have driven my friend away 
by his public rebuke. However, he neither condemned 
nor condoned the pastor. He talked to me about how 
people are different from one another, and that we come 
from different backgrounds and influences. This makes 
people see things differently and say things differently, but 
it does not necessarily mean that someone is “wrong” or 
“bad” because his response to a situation is different from 
how I would have responded.  

John was not a man of many words, but he said 
enough that I came away feeling understood and valued. 
I came out of that boiler room with a much better under-
standing of my pastor. Without “throwing” either one of 
us “under the bus,” John managed to instill value in both 
of us—even in a disagreement. I think John likely be-
lieved that the pastor’s approach had not been the best 
way to deal with the situation; but he also made it very 
clear to me that I should not leave the church. I should 
stay with the people who had been good to me. 

What carried the most weight with me, though, 
was when John said, “I am personally asking you not 
to leave.” 

Well, that sealed the deal! I couldn’t disappoint John. 
The difference was in a man.  

After I trusted Christ as my Savior, I began praying for 
my family. In my small faith, I could not picture my par-
ents coming to Christ; but my faith was boosted when 
John showed up at our house to witness to my dad. I re-
member thinking he was like the hero cowboy or soldier 
coming in to save the day. I can still remember how glad 
and proud I was to see John at the door.  

One day John took all of us boys fishing. This only 
happened once; but I will never forget how John assisted 

me at the water’s edge. He was investing in me. He was 
interested in me. It also helped that I caught a really nice 
rainbow trout! 

Oh, John wasn’t the only one who influenced me and 
my friends in that church, but he was there at my most 
critical time. I tell people often that I was loved into the 
Kingdom of God. Those church people loved me, and I 
grew to love them so much that I wanted to become like 
them. To become like them, I needed to love the God 
they loved.  

John’s effect on us was magnetic. I already said that 
he was a loving, humble, caring, authentic man who in-
vested in us. He made us feel valued. He believed in us. 
It wasn’t until years later that I learned what perhaps was 
the primary reason that John Sullivan had had such a 
powerful impact on me and others. 

I had gone on to become a pastor and Christian edu-
cator, and at some point I returned to the home church 
for a visit. The elderly Sunday school teacher saw me after 
the service and came up to me with a look of obvious 
love and interest. He could still make this Sunday school 
“kid” feel valued. He told me something that day that 
makes me want to cry every time I think of his words.  

“Richard, it is so good to see you,” he said. “I have 
prayed for you every day since the first time you walked 
into my Sunday school class. I have prayed daily for you, 
your dad, your mom, and your brothers.”  

I was stunned! It had probably been thirty years since 
I had first attended his class!  

Time passed, and John went to Heaven. I later saw 
his wife and told her what John had said about praying 
for us daily.  

“Oh, he did!” she immediately replied. “He prayed 
for all of you every day. I heard him! He had a prayer list 
in a shoe box with the names of over 800 people for 
whom he prayed every day!”  

She had not even been a believer during the time that 
I was John’s Sunday school kid, but she had become a 
follower of Christ during the intervening years. The dif-
ference was in a man. 

“The John that you saw at church was the John that I 
lived with at home,” she said. “He was always real.”  

The Apostle Paul wrote a letter to an early Christian 
congregation in which he said, “Follow me as I follow 
Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1 MEV). 

I followed John as he followed Christ, and I followed 
John to Jesus. May my footsteps likewise lead others to 
Jesus the Christ.  

 
Richard Miles (BRE ’74) has been a pastor and Christian educator most 
of his life. He has served in many capacities at GBS since 1997: Vice 
President for Student Affairs (1997-2015), Facilities Manager (2015-
2019), and Vice President for Spiritual Life since 2019. Richard and his 
wife Brenda (Hodge) (BA ’73) live on the GBS campus. 



On these pages, we feature items about GBS alumni, significant 
events scheduled throughout the “Revivalist Family,” and brief news 
notes from across the Holiness Movement. 
 
DEATHS 

 
M. Katherine “Kathy” Hess, 94, of 

Lakeland, FL, passed away August 19, 
2022. She was born February 2, 1928, to 
George and Edith (Lundin) Huffman. Kathy 
married David Albert Hess on May 6, 
1947. During their time as Church of the 

Nazarene pastors and church builders, Kathy worked as 
the church secretary, and together they reared five chil-
dren. As they changed pastorates through the years, 
Kathy had no problem finding jobs at each new loca-
tion. One of these was at Piper Aircraft Lakeland, where 
she installed the tail sections on Piper Navajos for 12 

years. When Piper closed, she began nursing school at 
the age of 54 and graduated as a CNA, LPN, and RN.  

 Kathy loved GBS and was a financial contributor to 
its ministries. She remained physically active until the 
last two months of her life, when she fell and was no 
longer able to drive. The nursing staff at Lakeland 
Regional said she was the most delightful 94-year-old 
patient they had ever known. Kathy said the staff be-
came a part of her life story. Now her story continues 
with Jesus. 

Kathy was preceded in death by her husband, 
David. She is survived by her 5 children, 11 grandchil-
dren, 23 great-grandchildren, and 9 great-great-grand-
children. Funeral services were held at Lakeland Funeral 
Home, Lakeland, FL. Burial followed in Lakeland 
Memorial Gardens. 

 Lloyd B. Gallimore Jr., age 82, of Brevard, NC, 
died Sunday, Oct. 30, 2022. He was born to Lloyd ➡ 

 
WINTER REVIVAL 

 
On Thursday evening, January 

12, in the J. Wesley Adcock Chapel, 
Duane Quesenberry opened the first 
service with prayer, asking that the 
Lord’s presence would linger near to 
us, not just in the chapel building, 
but across the campus. The purpose 
for this series of services, which ran 
through Sunday evening, January 15, 
was for us to draw closer to God and 
to seek Him. 

Special singers were 
alumni Matt (GBS 1989-99) 
and Joy (Bender) (BA ’00) 
Barnett. Various other cam-
pus music groups also took 
part in the services through-
out the weekend. Guest 
speaker was Rev. Chris 
Cravens (GBS 2012-14), 
president of the Heartland 

Bible Methodist Conference. 
As Rev. Cravens positioned 

himself at the pulpit, he began 
by sharing some nostalgic mem-
ories he had of visiting GBS back in 
the 1970s. Once a year the 
Cravens family would pack a 
cooler, pile in their old car, and 
leave Clarksville, Indiana, for 
Cincinnati. It was usually during a 
Saturday of the annual camp meet-
ing. The nearly two-hour journey 
was quite a road trip for them! He 
still has clear memories of some 
powerful experiences he had here 
as a child while sitting in the 
chapel. “I remember the old the-

ater seats. Because of the splin-
tered wood, you would make a 
contribution to every service—➡ 

 
                                   Matt and Joy Barnett
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                                 Rev. Chris Cravens



➡ a little bit of fabric and a little 
bit of flesh!” 

He also recalled his experience 
when, shortly after turning 30, he 
was asked to preach for the first 
time at GBS—for the winter revival 
of 2000. After twenty-three years, 
he was back on campus for the 
same reason, but having spoken 
here about 60 other times in the in-
tervening years. He expressed 
thankfulness for the privilege, but 
admitted that he felt “as incapable 
tonight as I did that first night.” 

The text for the opening service 
was Mark 10:46-52. In this account, 
Jesus, while on His way to Jerusalem 
to celebrate the Passover, healed 
blind Bartimaeus, who was sitting by 
the roadside begging. But when 

Bartimaeus heard Who was 
passing by, his request moved 
from alms to eyesight—“that I 
might receive my sight.” Jesus 
replied, “Thy faith has made 
thee whole.” Immediately, 
Bartimaeus received his sight 
and followed Jesus. 

This simple but powerful 
story has some profound 
truths. The reality is that we 
are all beggars beside the 
road. All of us need something be -
yond ourselves to give us sustenance 
and significance.  

Bartimaeus understood the mo-
ment. He knew to position himself by 
the gates leading out of Jericho to-
ward Jerusalem. Groups would be 
traveling the road northward 15 miles 

or so to Jerusalem in order to cele-
brate the Passover. It was tradition. 

Rev. Cravens noted that the cur-
rent service had us entering a tradi-
tion of revivals. For GBS, that tradi-
tion has continued for well over a 
century of fall revivals, winter re-
vivals, and camp meetings (even-
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NEWS FROM THE HILLTOP  continued

➡ B. Sr. and Ardith (DeHaven) Gallimore on May 6, 
1940. “Bud” graduated from North Carolina State 
University with honors, followed by graduate degrees 
from Wake Forest University and Bowman Gray School 
of Medicine of Wake Forest University. He taught Gross 
Anatomy at the University of Mississippi Medical Center 
in Jackson, MS, for about 25 years. 

Bud is survived by his wife, Sharon (Hudler) 
Gallimore, who noted that he “was a faithful supporter 
of GBS, as was his father before him. It was his prayer 
and mine that GBS continue to prosper and make a 
change in our world.” Bud is also survived by a son, 
Alfred Nash, and his two beloved grandchildren, Lillian 
and Andrew. A funeral service was held at the First 
United Methodist Church, Brevard, NC. 

 Elaine Elizabeth Nicholas, 79, of 
Westfield, IN, passed away December 12, 
2022. She was born in her parents’ home 
in Endicott, NY, on June 20, 1943. Elaine 
attended GBS for her senior year of high 
school and completed a BA degree there 

in 1966, majoring in Greek, with minors in English, liter-
ature, history, and psychology. She taught at the 
Wesleyan Holiness College and Academy in Phoenix, 

AZ, and was the editor of the Eleventh Hour Messenger, 
the official publication of the Wesleyan Holiness 
Association of Churches, until she moved to Dayton, 
OH, in 1977, to become the principal of Wesleyan 
Christian Academy. In 1981, Elaine moved to Westfield, 
IN, where she taught at Union Bible College through the 
spring term of 2017. Upon her retirement, UBC 
awarded Elaine an honorary doctorate to commemorate 
her years of service. Elaine also worked for the 
Washington School District in food service until cancer 
was diagnosed in April 2022. Over the course of her 
final eight months, Elaine continued to reflect God’s 
shining light in her life as she touched the hearts of doc-
tors, nurses, and caregivers. Elaine was also a GBS donor 
and God’s Revivalist subscriber. 

Elaine is survived by a brother-in-law, Clyde 
Dendler, 18 nieces and nephews, 19 grandnieces and 
grandnephews, and a great-grandniece. Funeral services 
were held at Randall & Roberts Funeral Center, 
Noblesville, IN. Burial followed at Summit Lawn 
Cemetery, Westfield. 

Melvin R. Paulus, 87, of Odon, IN, went to 
heaven December 16, 2022. He was born January 23, 
1935, in Phillipsburg, OH, to Raymond and Vesta 

 
A time of prayer around the altar



tually replaced by Commissioning 
Weekends). But traditions come and 
go. What we need isn’t just another 
tradition; we need a transformation. 
Bartimaeus wasn’t interested in just 
participating in another event; he 
wanted a transformational en-
counter with Jesus. 

We are thankful for how those 
in attendance responded during 
these services. Many of those who 
realized that they were beggars 
along the roadside came forward to 
an altar of prayer for a personal en-
counter with God. He was ready to 
meet their needs.  

All the revival services may be 
viewed on the GBS Facebook page 
listed according to the dates on 
which they occurred. 

PHONATHON 
 
This year, the annual GBS Phona-

thon honors the longest serving 
member of the GBS Board of Trustees, 
Dr. Leonard Sankey. After 45 years of 
dedicated service—much of it as 
chairman—he has decided to retire at 
the end of his current term in May. 

For this special project, we have 
set a goal of raising $45,000. We 
especially encourage gifts of $450, 
$45, or any amount to honor Dr. 
Sankey. For any gift of $45 or above, 
we will send the contributor a biogra-
phy of Leonard Sankey, My Dad, the 
Missionary, written by his son Marc. 
The money raised in this phonathon 
will help GBS in its mission to train 
young people for Christian service. 

You may have already received 
a call from Breanna Loper or Re-
becca Himelick (our student 

callers). If not, there are several 
ways that you can participate. To 
give by phone, have a credit card 
ready and call the GBS Donor Rela-
tions Office: 513-763-6566. ➡ 
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Rebecca Himelick (left) and Breanna Loper (right)  
are ready to facilitate your phonathon giving.

(Hoke) Paulus. Melvin married Gladys J. Myers on 
August 22, 1954. 

Melvin was a member of Bethel Mennonite Church 
and the White River Valley Antique Association. He was 
involved in Habitat for Humanity, Stepping Stones 
Ministry, Fellowship of Concerned Mennonites, and 
other organizations. He became a minister at the age of 
17 and pastored Cascadia Mennonite Church in 
Cascadia, OR, before moving to Indiana to pastor the 
Bethel Mennonite Church, Odon, IN, in 1977, where 
he served until his retirement. During his ministry, he 

traveled and evangelized across the coun-
try. He also was a supporter of GBS and a 
subscriber to God’s Revivalist. 

Melvin was preceded in death by 
Gladys, his wife of 66 years. He is sur-
vived by six daughters, Anita Stubbs, 

Letha Stoll, Ellen Shantz, Stella Matthews, Raylene 
Swartzentruber, and Lavone Miller; 24 grandchildren; 
45 great-grandchildren; 4 brothers, Norman, David, 
Denver, and Wilmer; and 3 sisters, Zelma Otto, 
Eileen Daniels, and Arleen Heath. Funeral services 
were held at Bethel Mennonite Church with Carmen 
Detweiler, Lonnie Raber, and Simon Knepp officiat-

ing. Melvin was laid to rest in Bethel Mennonite 
Church Cemetery. 

Gloria V. Wilson, 95, of La Fontaine, 
IN, passed away Tuesday, December 20, 
2022, at Rolling Meadows Health and 
Rehabilitation Center, LaFontaine. She was 
born December 7, 1927, in Trenton, NJ, to 
George and Susan (Pinter) Lup. 

Gloria graduated from Trenton High School and then 
furthered her education at God’s Bible School, earning a 
Christian Worker’s Course diploma in 1947. Gloria 
worked as a secretary/bookkeeper for The Pilgrim 
Holiness Church headquarters in Indianapolis for several 
years. She married Ermal Wilson, preacher and missionary 
statesman of the Pilgrim Holiness (and later, Wesleyan) 
Church. They served in local church ministry, including 
seven years in Flint, MI. Ermal also served as an itinerant 
evangelist. Gloria was a financial contributor to GBS. 

In 2014, Gloria was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Ermal. She is survived by her 3 children, Paul 
David Wilson, Evangeline Marie Linder, and Victor 
Wilson; 9 grandchildren; 21 great-grandchildren; 5 
great-great-grandchildren; and 2 sisters, Viola 
Faughnan and Carrie Ward. A celebration of life ➡ 
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➡ To give by mail: send a check to 
God’s Bible School and College, 1810 
Young Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202 
(and place “Phonathon” in the memo 
line of the check). To give online, go to 
https://giving.gbs.edu/phone-a-thon/.  

Show your appreciation for Dr. 
Leonard Sankey and help fund the 
ministry he has long supported—his 
alma mater, God’s Bible School!  

 
COLLEGIATE DAY OF PRAYER 

 
In 1823, major denominations 

and universities in America united in 
prayer for our nation’s college stu-
dents. Following this time of prayer, 
campuses experienced seasons of spir-
itual awakening. Churches and cam-
puses across America are being chal-
lenged once again to unite in prayer 
for students on our college campuses.  

A “Collegiate Day of Prayer” 
was held February 23. The GBS 
campus family was encouraged to 
join this effort on this specific day 
and through continuing prayers for 
college students on our campus 
and around the world. A prayer 
guide from OneCry was digitally 
distributed. This can be accessed at 
https://www.onecry.com/prayer-guide. 

 
THANKS, JEFF! 

 
After nearly five years as 

Director of Facilities, Jeff Moore 
has resigned. With his expertise in 

NEWS FROM THE HILLTOP  continued

continued

➡ service was held at the Westview Wesleyan Church, 
Jonesboro, IN, with Reverends Paul Wilson and Victor 
Wilson officiating. Burial followed at Greenlawn 
Cemetery, Frankfort, IN. 

Lillie “Juanita” Collingwood, 90, of 
Franklin, IN, passed away December 23, 
2022. She was born June 29, 1932, in Or-
linda, TN, to Jefferson C. and Ruby (Price) 
Hamilton. Juanita graduated from Arsenal 
Technical School in Indianapolis in 1950. 

She was married to F. Morris Collingwood who preceded 
her in death. While their children were young, Juanita pro-
vided childcare and took in ironing. Later, she worked out-
side the home at G.C. Murphy in Shelbyville, IN, the Indi-
ana Barber School in Indianapolis as a secretary, and Bry-
lane of Indianapolis, where she worked as a mail processor 
for 15 years until her retirement in 1995. Juanita taught 
children’s Sunday school classes and helped with vacation 
Bible schools. She was a member of The Wesleyan Church, 
Franklin, IN. Juanita was also a financial contributor to the 
ministries of GBS and a God’s Revivalist subscriber. 

Surviving Juanita are daughters Linda Gregory, 
Brenda Roach, Karen Koors, Sharon Lane, and Janet 
Keim; son, Kenneth Collingwood; 8 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren; and nieces and nephews. A 
Celebration of Life service was held at Forest Lawn 
Funeral Home, Greenwood, IN. She was laid to rest be-
side her husband in Forest Lawn Memory Gardens. 

 Brenda May (Wood) Jenkins, 78, of 
Dobson, NC, passed away Saturday, 
December 31, 2022, at Hugh Chatham 
Memorial Hospital, Elkin, NC. She was born 
December 22, 1944, in Surry County to 
Elmer and Mary (Hazelwood) Wood. 

Brenda was a homemaker and a seamstress as well as a 
member of Haven of Rest Bible Church, Galax, VA.  

Surviving Brenda are 5 daughters, Jeanette Smith, 
Maranda Niemiec, Vickie Senter, Regina Patel, Serena 
Davis, and Rachel Darnell; 13 grandchildren; 13 great-
grandchildren; a brother, Bruce Wood; and 3 sisters, 
Judy Parker, Kathy Bentley, and Robin Payne. One of her 
granddaughters is Kendra (Smith) Muir, a graduate of 
GBS (BA ’11) who teaches in its college department 
(2016 to present). 

Funeral services were held at Haven of Rest Bible 
Church. A private family burial followed in the Liberty 
Baptist Church Cemetery, Dobson, NC. Pastor David 
Spivey, Pastor Michael Senter, and Chris Davis offici-
ated the services. 

Ivan Daniel Durkee, 95, of Independ-
ence, MO, departed for heaven on January 
2, 2023. He was born September 30, 
1927, to Miles and Leta (Powers) Durkee. 
He married Ida E. Gates in 1948, and they 
enjoyed more than 51 years together be-

fore her death. In 2000, Ivan married Joyce Garrigus. 

 
Leonard Sankey



home renovations and other main-
tenance knowledge, we accom-
plished much during his tenure. He 
built an amazing team of qualified, 
experienced technicians who will 
continue to provide the highest 
level of expertise in maintaining 
our facilities. During a transitional 
period, President Loper will provide 

day-to-day leadership for the facilities team, assisted by 
Bill Marshall, the facilities office manager. Jeff will con-
tinue to provide consultant services on major projects. 

Jeff has always been passionate about pastoral mini-
stry and will be focusing his attention on church revital-
ization in the local church setting. Thanks, Jeff! Our 
prayers go with you and your family.

Ivan attended Bible schools in Tabor, IA, and 
Gravette, AR, before graduating from high school at 
Mount Zion Bible School, Ava, MO. He attended var-
ious colleges and earned an MA in City School 
Administration from Northeast Missouri State Teachers 
College (now Truman State University) in Kirksville, MO. 
Ivan was an educator for 52 years. He served as princi-
pal of the Kirksville Bible School (Kirksville, MO), as an 
elementary school principal in the Hickman Mills school 
district (Kansas City, MO), and for 32 years as principal 
and teacher in Overland Christian Schools and Kansas 
City College and Bible School (now Kansas Christian 
College) in Overland Park, KS. In 2016, KCC inducted 
him into the Society of the Lighted Torch in honor of his 
many years of service. 

Ivan attended Gregory Hills Church of God (Holiness) 
and served as song leader, deacon, groundskeeper, and 
Sunday school teacher. He faithfully supported his 
church, various mission works, and Bible schools.  

Ivan is survived by his wife, Joyce; daughter, Leta 
(Durkee) Witt; sons, Dale and Alan; 7 grandchildren; 
23 great-grandchildren; several nieces and nephews; 
and many friends. Funeral services were held at the 
Gregory Hills Church of God (Holiness), followed by in-
terment at Johnson County Memorial Gardens, 
Overland Park, KS. 

Two of Ivan’s grandchildren are at GBS, both chil-
dren of Leta and Lonnie Witt: Lyle Witt, division ➡ 

 
 
GREAT OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS — 
HELP US GET THE WORD OUT! 

 
Christian Worldview Scholarship. GBS will once again 

offer the Christian Worldview Scholarship (CWS) to incom-
ing campus freshmen this fall! The CWS covers remaining 
tuition for in-person, campus classes after Pell Grant and 
other forms of financial aid are applied. This means that 
students will only be responsible for room and board and 
fees during their first year. This scholarship greatly benefited 
students this past year. See details at gbs.edu/cws. 

New Master’s Degrees. Students can now earn 
master’s degrees in apologetics, biblical studies, ministry, 
or theology. There are also a number of concentrations 
available, such as counseling, chaplaincy, leadership, 
and Muslim ministry. Master’s programs are offered 
100% online, and pastors receive a discounted rate of 
$300 per credit. Learn more at gbs.edu/masters. 

Online Courses in Spanish. GBS is now offering on-
line classes in Spanish at $125 per course! Students who 
complete all of the courses are eligible to earn a 
Certificate in Ministry from GBS. Visit our website for 
Spanish-speakers to learn more at gbs-espanol.com.  

Online High School Diploma Pathway. GBS offers 
homeschool students an online pathway to earn their 
high school diploma. Students who complete eight GBS 
college dual-credit classes can graduate from Aldersgate 
Christian Academy (GBS’s affiliated academy). Learn 
more at gbs.edu/acaonline. 

Missionary Child Discount. Available for campus 
undergraduate students whose parents are actively in-
volved in full-time missions outside of the United States! 
After student aid and work-study (15 hours per week), 
any remaining tuition, room (non-private), and board is 
discounted 100%. Fees are not included in this discount. 
Students must be US citizens. Begins Fall 2023.
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➡ chair of educational and professional studies since 
2010; and Lisa (Witt) Profitt, former receptionist and fi-
nancial aid facilitator before becoming a stay-at-home 
mom. Later, she worked in donor records and currently 
is office assistant in the Division of Professional Studies. 

Former Missouri State Senator 
David Doctorian, 88, of Macon, MO, 
died peacefully on Thursday, January 12, 
2023. David was an immigrant, educator, 
ordained minister, state senator, and 
farmer. See “Alumni News” p.26. 

Lauren E. Justis, 70, of Loveland, OH, 
passed away January 14, 2023. She was 
born June 16, 1952, to Lawrence and 
Hazel (Bennett) Justis. She graduated from 
GBS (BA ’80) and, while still a student, be-
came assistant secretary to President Bence 

Miller (1975-1981). She then taught business education 
and commercial courses for both the high school and 
college departments (1980-1997). From 1990-1993, she 
also served as registrar. She worked for University of Cin-
cinnati Health for 26 years before retiring. 

Lauren was a devoted member of the Loveland 
Wesleyan Chapel, Loveland, OH. Funeral services were 
held at Tufts Schildmeyer Funeral Home, Loveland, OH, 
with burial following at Liberty Cemetery, Parksley, VA. 

 Brenda Lea (Elder) Howell, 51, of 
Anderson, IN, passed away unexpectedly 
on the morning of Wednesday, January 18, 
2023, as a result of injuries sustained in an 
automobile accident while on her way to 
work at Marion General Hospital. She was 

born on November 19, 1971, in Newburg, PA, to Harry 
and Nancy (Snokes) Elder. Brenda was a 1990 graduate 
of Shippensburg High School in Pennsylvania and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in Missions (BRE ’94) from 
GBS. She graduated from Geisinger School of Nursing in 
Lewistown, PA, as a registered nurse, and later pursued a 
master’s degree at Cincinnati Bible College. In 2002, she 
married Brad Howell (BA ’18). Brenda worked in obstet-
rics at Community Hospital in Anderson, IN, and was a 
Certified Lactation Consultant at Marion General Hospi-
tal, Marion, IN. Brenda was a wonderful Christian with a 
servant’s heart. Her world revolved around her three 
daughters, whom she homeschooled. 

Those left to cherish Brenda’s memory include her 
husband of 20 years, Brad Howell; 3 daughters, Emma 
Catherine Lea, 17, Anna Estella Mae, 13, and Ella Vic-
toria Dayanne, 10; her parents, Harry and Nancy Elder; 
2 brothers, Monty and Lincoln; sister, Victoria Elder; and 
many other relatives and friends. Funeral services were 
held at Parkview Church of the Nazarene, Anderson, IN, 
with Rev. Jason Hawk officiating.

T.J. Bach, a Danish missionary to Venezuela and 
Columbia, was once asked, “Dr. Bach, in the 
many years that you have walked with the Lord, 

do you find it gets easier or harder to keep a daily quiet 
time? He replied, “Well, I find that we generally make 
time for the things we think are most important.”  

The great people of the Bible had one thing in com-
mon: they spent time alone with God. For example, 
Daniel was a busy prime minister of an empire, yet “he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, 
and gave thanks before his God” (Dan. 6:10). Other wor-
thy examples are Moses, David, and Isaiah. Of course, 
Jesus is the supreme example of one who prioritized the 
need to spend time with His heavenly Father early in the 
morning while it was still dark (Mark 1:35). 

The late E.G. Marsh, former teacher and president 
of God’s Bible School, once attended a convention in 
Winona Lake, Indiana, of the Oriental Missionary Soci-
ety (now One Mission Society). During that meeting, he 
strode up to where the then OMS President Wesley 
Duewel was standing talking to someone else. Brother 
Marsh patiently waited. (Dr. Duewel was once a student 
of Brother Marsh’s at GBS.)  

Dr. Duewel eventually noticed Brother Marsh stand-
ing near him and proceeded to ask him if he wished to 
talk to him. Brother Marsh replied, “No, Wesley. I just 
want to be in your presence!” 

This remarkable account of two saints of God enjoy-
ing each other’s presence was not merely about a 
human interest in another person. It was about two 
humble saints of God who loved God with their whole 
hearts, souls, minds, and strength (Mark 12:30), desiring 
to enjoy the presence and fellowship of each other spir-
itually. Like two magnets, they were drawn to each other.  

Every true child of God is drawn to having fellowship 
with their Heavenly Father. Like two people in love, we 
should seek to be in the presence of our God, who is 
our strength (Psa. 28:7). We should long to feel the pres-
ence of Jesus, who is our Savior and friend (Luke 19:10; 
John 15:12-15). We should enjoy fellowship with the 
Holy Spirit, who is our Comforter (John 14:26).  

However, the reality is that many of us are very busy. 
We have a tight, full, and hectic schedule. We are over-
loaded, over-extended, swamped, and snowed under. 
For some, it is an ongoing dilemma to know how to bal-
ance our time between what we are doing versus what 
we should be doing. Many individuals are able to main-
tain a regular devotional time, as many refer to it, with-
out a struggle. For others, the practice to maintain a 
daily devotional time is often a difficult effort. 

Intimacy With  
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I ask you, is there anything more important in your life 
than meeting with God? No doubt, your answer is “Of 
course not.” Let me offer to you a few random thoughts 
concerning the daily discipline of spending time with God. 

First, our regular weekly worship service at our church 
affords us the opportunity to experience and enjoy time 
with God. We should attend church to worship God, to 
hear the voice of God, to grow in the knowledge of the 
Bible, to be prayed for by our pastor and others, and to 
be loved and encouraged. 

Secondly, what we often refer to as our daily personal 
devotions, or quiet times alone with God, are opportunities 

to be in the presence of God. Our daily time with God 
should be seen as an extension of our weekly worship of 
God. We should read the Word of God daily as an act of 
worship. We should pray as an act of worship. Daily devo-
tions (our daily worship time) should not be viewed merely 
as a legalistic daily spiritual chore to perform in order for 
us to make it to heaven. But instead, as our joyful response 
to the overtures of love from the heart of our Heavenly 
Father, we should approach our Bible reading and prayer 
time as a daily appointment with God. Our appointment 
with a doctor is an important commitment to keep. Ho-
wever, our daily appointment with God is more important. 
Our occasional appointment with our personal physician 
pertains to only physical matters. Our daily moments with 
God involve eternal issues. A.W. Tozer once said, “The man 
who would truly know God must give time to Him.” This 
will require commitment, discipline, and planning. 

Thirdly, as important as a regular daily time with God 
is, do not limit enjoying His presence to only an isolated 
time frame during the day. The late minister, church ad-
ministrator, 1952 GBS graduate, and longterm board mem -
ber, Dr. Wingrove Taylor, once told me that he “considered 
his entire day as a devotion to God.” 

Finally, the author is unknown, but the following words 
(slightly edited) are spiritually insightful and stimulating.  

 
Christ is our Way; we walk in Him. 
He is our Truth; we embrace Him. 
He is our Life; we live in Him. 
He is our Lord; we choose Him to rule over us. 
He is our Master; we serve Him. 
He is our Teacher, instructing us in the way of 

salvation. 
He is our Prophet, pointing out the future. 
He is our Priest, having atoned for us. 
He is our Advocate, ever living to make intercession 

for us. 
He is our Savior, saving to the uttermost. 
He is our Root; we grow from Him. 
He is our Bread; we feed upon Him. 
He is our Shepherd, leading us into green pastures. 
He is our true Vine; we abide in Him. 
He is the Water of Life; we slake our thirst from Him. 
He is the fairest among ten thousand; we love Him 

above all others. 
He is “the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the 

express image of His person”; we strive to reflect 
His likeness. 

He is the Upholder of all things; we rest upon Him. 
He is our Wisdom; we are guided by Him. 
He is our Righteousness; we cast all of our sins and 

imperfections upon Him. 
He is our Redemption, redeeming us from all iniquity. 
He is our Healer, curing all our diseases. 
He is our Friend, cheering us in our difficulties. 

 
If Christ is all of this—and He is—how can we afford 

to neglect to show up at church for our weekly appoint-
ment with God on the Lord’s Day, or to meet with Him 
every day of the week as we practice the daily discipline 
of devotional time in His presence? We must daily seek 
intimacy with the Almighty. 

 
Glenn Black (HS ’69, BRE ’74) is a long-term pastor and retired district 
superintendent of The Wesleyan Church (Kentucky District). He has also 
served as editor of God’s Revivalist (1976-1985). He resides with his 
wife Sharon (Jackman) (BA ’70) in Westport, IN. 

the Almighty by Glenn Black
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Dear Richard, 
Jesus’ call to discipleship stands in 

stark contrast to contemporary 
seeker-sensitive approaches to evan-
gelism. For the last thirty years, we’ve 
been told that we should avoid put-
ting people off with religious language 
that will offend their sensibilities. 

Out with the negative; in with 
the positive. Out with the cross; in 
with the crown. Out with warnings 
of damnation in hell; in with health, 
happiness, and heaven. Out with 
demands for radical reorientation of 
a person’s life; in with God loves 
you just as you are. 

But what did Jesus say to poten-
tial followers? How did he present 
discipleship? 
Luke 9:23, “If anyone wishes to 
come after Me, he must deny him-
self, and take up his cross daily and 
follow Me.” 
Luke 9:62, “No one, after putting 
his hand to the plow and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
Luke 14:26, “If anyone comes to 
Me, and does not hate his own 
father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even his own life, he can-
not be My disciple.” 
Luke 14:28, “For which one of you, 
when he wants to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and calculate 
the cost to see if he has enough to 
complete it?” 

Luke 14:33, “So then, none of you 
can be My disciple who does not 
give up all his own possessions.” 

Jesus demanded radical commit-
ment. In terms of commitment, a 
disciple has counted the cost (Luke 
14:28-33) and is ready to deny him-
self and sacrifice anything and ev-
erything (Luke 14:26), including his 
life (Luke 9:23; Matt. 16:24), to fol-
low Jesus unswervingly (Luke 9:62), 
without regard to what others do or 
don’t do (John 21:19-22). The call 
Jesus issued was never a “check-it-
out-and-see-if-you-like-it” call. 

The very radicalness of Jesus’ 
call, however, can be misperceived. 
Jesus invited little children to Him-
self. He saved the demoniac of Ger-
asa/Gadara, but didn’t allow him to 
follow Him. Instead, he sent him out 
to proclaim what God had done for 
him (Luke 8:38-39). In other words, 
the nature of the self-denial and sac-
rifice to which Jesus called His fol-
lowers wasn’t the same in each case. 
Matthew, Peter, John, and Philip 
were called to leave their jobs, but 
the Thessalonians were told to keep 
working (1 Thess. 4:11). 

What are the essential expecta-
tions for all disciples? Unwavering 
loyalty, public identification, willing-
ness to lose one’s life, and purpose-
ful patterning of one’s life after His. 

When you do a survey of how 
Jesus describes what a disciple of 
His does, you find that a disciple:  

•  follows, learns, and serves 
Jesus (John 12:26; Luke 9:23; Matt. 
16:24; John 10:27), 

•  abides in His word (John 
8:31), prays and fasts (Luke 5:33-
35; Matt. 9:14-15), 

•  identifies publicly with Jesus 
(Luke 9:26), 

•  suffers whatever circumstan-
tial discomforts and deprivations fol-
lowing Jesus entails (Matt. 8:19-22), 

•  fishes for men (Matt. 4:19), 
•  disciples other disciples 

(Matt. 28:19-20), 
•  receives baptism as a sign of 

his commitment to follow Jesus 
(Matt. 28:19), 

•  learns to do all Christ has 
commanded (Matt. 28:20), 

•  provides spiritual value to 
others (Matt. 13:52), 

•  loves his fellow disciples as 
himself (John 13:35), 

•  bears much fruit to the 
Father’s glory (John 15:8), 

•  strives to be fully trained 
(Luke 6:40), 

•  and, if required, sells his pos-
sessions (Matt. 19:21) and leaves his 
current vocation (Matt. 9:9). 

Such commitment is richly re-
warded. Those who respond to 
Jesus’ call become part of His family 
(Matt. 12:49), are secured by the 
Father’s hand (John 10:29), hear the 
Shepherd’s voice (John 10:27), re-
ceive a hundred times as much as 
they sacrifice in this life (Mark 
10:30), gain eternal life (John 10:28), 
and experience the freedom Jesus’ 
Word provides (John 8:31-32). 

In sum, a Christian disciple is a 
radically committed follower of Jesus 
who is seeking to live like Jesus in 
every facet of his/her life, including 
making disciples of others. He/she 
has not arrived at full Christlikeness 
(Matt. 10:24-25) but is marked by a 
desire for growth and a willingness 
to receive instruction and correction 
(Matt. 16:5-12; 17:19-20). 

Blessings, 
Philip   
Dr. A. Philip Brown II is the Graduate Pro-
gram director and a member of the ministe-
rial faculty at God’s Bible School and College. 

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 

What is a disciple? —Richard
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MEETING DAILY WITH GOD (part 1)  
by Danny McCain 

 
Scripture: “But when you pray, go into your room, 
close the door and pray to your Father, who is un-
seen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you.” —Matthew 6:6 NIV 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

The Sermon on the Mount outlines Jesus’ view of 
the ideal life in the Kingdom. Parts of the ser-
mon deal specifically with one’s relationship 

with God. One of those relationships is prayer, so Jesus 
devotes a whole section of this sermon to prayer.    

 
”WHEN YOU PRAY” 

 
Certainty. Notice that Jesus said “when you pray” 

not “if you pray.” This implies that God’s people are 
praying people. For a follower of Jesus not to pray 
would be like a singer not singing or a bird not flying. 
If you are a follower of Jesus and you do not pray, there 
is something incomplete and unusual about your faith. 

Individuality. Jesus also said “when you pray.’ In 
Greek one can say ‘you should pray” without using 
the pronoun “you.” It is simply understood. When 
one specifically adds “you,” it is normally done for 
emphasis. This pronoun is not “you all”—plural. This 
is not describing group praying like the corporate 
praying we do at church. Such prayer is good, but this 
statement is talking about personal prayer—praying 
as an individual. Jesus practiced what he taught. “One 
of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to 
pray, and spent the night praying to God” (Luke 6:12 
NIV). Do you pray individually or do you only pray 
when others are praying? 

Regularity. The tense of the verb “pray” implies 
ongoing activity, not a one-time event like baptism. This 
suggests that praying should be something we do on a 
regular basis. But why is it necessary to pray regularly?  

Prayer is like the exercise a “normal person” does 
daily. Why do many of us “non-athletes” work out daily 
or have some other form of regular exercise? We are 
not doing this for an upcoming performance. We are 
doing this because regular exercise… 
• makes us feel better. 
• gives us more energy, which makes us more produc-

tive. 
• makes us healthier, which fights off weakness and 

disease. 
• takes our minds away from the daily pressures of life. 
• provides a positive model for those who are out of 

shape and need exercise.  
Our personal prayer time also has many benefits 

because it…  

• makes us feel better because we know prayer is im-
portant. 

• gives us greater spiritual energy and makes us more 
productive in God’s kingdom. 

• helps make us spiritually healthy, which fights off 
temptation.  

• takes our mind away from the daily pressures of life.  
• provides a positive model for those who are spirit-

ually lazy and need to pray.  
And a special bonus is that God actually hears and 

answers our prayers. If Jesus were talking about you, 
would He be able to say “when you pray?” 

 
“CLOSE THE DOOR”  

 
Normally, when you go into a room and close the 

door, you are going into that room to do something per-
sonal. Jesus is teaching here the importance of per-
sonal, intimate interaction with God. While we need 
corporate prayer and worship, we also need interaction 
with God on a personal and intimate basis. 

I normally work at home with my office door open, 
but there are times when I close it. When my door is 
closed, people know I don’t want to be disturbed. I am 
doing something important that will be affected by dis-
tractions. Every believer should establish a regular time 
in a quiet place where the door is closed so you will 
not be disturbed while meeting with God. 

 
“PRAY TO YOUR FATHER” 

 
Human beings are social individuals, meaning they 

need interaction with others. They draw strength and 
energy by talking with other people, especially impor-
tant people. If the president called and asked you to 
meet with him, you would clear your schedule to get 
to that appointment. Note that the interaction referred 

COMMITTED  
TO EXCELLENCE  
IN PREACHING 



to in this passage is with the “Father,” a reference to 
God. Prayer has become so commonplace in our lives 
that we often forget what a great honor it is to talk and 
interact personally with the God of the universe.  

 
“[HE] WILL REWARD YOU”  

 
Everyone likes rewards. What are some of the re-

wards we get from spending time with God daily in 
reading the Bible and prayer?  

Learning. When we read the Bible prayerfully, we 
learn things. The Bible is a big book; it is impossible to 
squeeze all the truth out of it, even if you study it 
twelve hours a day for the rest of your life. I challenge 
you to read it seriously and open-mindedly and see 
what God will teach you.  

Challenges. If your prayer and quiet time are as 
meaningful as they should be, you will regularly receive 
a challenge or personal application. 

• You may be corrected. That which we receive from 
God while reading the Bible or praying has a pow-
erful way of correcting us.  
One rule of the boarding high school I attended was 

that we had to get up at 6:00 every morning. A monitor 
came around at 6:00 and then about 6:15 to make sure 
we were up. One morning I was very sleepy and de-
cided to go back to bed after the second check. I de-
cided to read the Bible while waiting. My conscience 
started bothering me. One side of my mind would say, 
“Did you not promise to obey all the rules when you 
came here? Why are you planning to go back to bed and 
break the rules?” The other side would say, “But I am 
very tired and sleepy. How can I study today if I am so 
tired?” I finally prayed, “OK, Lord, if you do not want 
me to go back to bed, show me in the Bible.” Just about 
that time, I read Proverbs 20:13: “Love not sleep, lest 
thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and thou shalt 
be satisfied with bread.” The Holy Spirit had directed me 
to a part of God’s Word that corrected my behavior. 

• You may be given direction. It is amazing the way 
God can use the Bible to give direction. At times 
while pondering a decision I needed to make, God 
provided the answer from the Bible.  
Once while I was pastoring a church, my integrity and 

leadership were attacked in a board meeting because of 
a decision I had made. My natural disposition was to re-
spond with common sense, theological arguments, and 
support from other church members. However, the next 
morning, while reading Matthew 26, I observed how Jesus 
responded to those who opposed Him. He did nothing. 
When Peter tried to defend with his sword, Jesus said, 
“Put up your sword.” While reading those things, the Holy 

Spirit impressed me that this was how I should respond 
to the crisis—like Jesus did. I should do nothing. It took 
six long painful months to resolve the issue. Later, I re-
signed as pastor of the church to move back into educa-
tion. In my last conversation with the church secretary, 
she said, “Pastor, I have been through several problems 
like our church has experienced recently. However, this 
is the first time I have ever witnessed a church division 
when I thought the pastor responded like Jesus would.” 
That was apparently the final message the Lord wanted 
me to preach to those people. It was a challenge I re-
ceived from God during my quiet time. 

We do not read the Bible just to learn. We read 
and pray over it to have it touch our lives. 

Communion. Our quiet time is a time of commun-
ion with God. We are spiritual beings. The human spirit 
is the part of humanity that interacts with God. Adam’s 
sin brought death to the human spirit, which means hu-
mans are no longer able to interact with God because 
the spirit is not functioning. God was unhappy about 
having a creature with whom He could not communi-
cate. Therefore, He created a way the human spirit 
could be made alive. This is what Jesus meant when 
He told Nicodemus “you must be born again”—restor-
ing life to the dead human spirit.  

Our human spirits are like cell phones. When a 
phone has a battery without any charge in it, we say it is 
“dead.” However, when you put an energized battery in 
it, the phone can do two things: It can transmit and it can 
receive. When we are regenerated, we can also do two 
things. We can transmit to God. Prayer and worship are 
transmissions to God. We can also receive communica-
tion from God. Paul says in Romans 8:16 (NIV): “The 
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children.” When the human spirit becomes alive, it is ca-
pable of receiving information directly from God.  

This is what we are doing when we spend time 
with God. We are transmitting and receiving. Unfor-
tunately, we do not receive a direct response from God 
every time we pray, but the more we commune with 
God, the more likely we are to hear from God. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
A big reward is given to those who go into a room, 

close the door, and pray to the Father. Why not pur-
pose today that, with God’s help, you will regularly 
practice quiet time with God.  

 
(Part two will give practical applications and explain  

the importance of writing during quiet time.) 

Dr. Danny McCain, a former pastor and Christian educator in the 
US, is Professor of Biblical Theology at the University of Jos, Nigeria, 
where he lives with his wife, Mary.
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TREYTON WEAVER, from 
Dalton, Ohio, knew he had a call 
to preach, so he chose to attend 
GBS because its faculty, staff, and 
students were the type of people 
he wanted to influence his life. He 
says, “GBS has changed me for the 
better. Coming from Cleveland 
State University to a Bible college 
was a major adjustment, but I gen-
uinely have never been happier. I 
enjoy every service we have, and 
truly have never felt closer to the 
Lord than I do here.” 

One of his favorite things 
about GBS is the personal atten-
tion he receives. “When I go to 
the altar for prayer, I know I will 
have people around me who care 
about me. I genuinely feel like 
the faculty love and care for me 
and my interests.” Treyton men-
tioned that President Loper even 
freed up time to golf with him. 

Treyton is working on a BA in 
Ministerial Education with plans 
“to step through any door that 
God opens for me. My table is 
completely cleared for whatever 
He has in store!” 

 
Seventy-five percent of our stu-
dents receive some form of finan-
cial aid which enables them to at-
tend GBS. If you would like to sup-
port students with financial needs, 
you may send a gift to: 
 Student Fund 
God’s Bible School and College 
1810 Young Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

or give online anytime at  
www.gbs.edu/givenow
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ABORTIONS DECREASE AFTER 
ROE V. WADE OVERTURNED 

 
It appears that the repeal of Roe 

v. Wade led to a significant decrease 
in abortions. Since the law’s incep-
tion in 1973, it is estimated that over 
60 million babies have been killed 
in the U.S. through abortion proce-
dures, and it was difficult for states 
to pass pro-life legislation. Now, 
how ever, states are finally able to 
implement laws that protect the lives 
of unborn babies. One example is 
that of Texas. Thousands of babies 
have already been saved from abor-
tion. That state reports that during 
August 2022, only three abortions 
took place, and all were deemed 
necessary to save the life of the 
mother. That compares to 5,706 
elective abortions performed in 
Texas in August 2021. Of course, 
not all states are responding like 
Texas. Pray that pro-life battles will 
now be won at the state level.    

 
JUDGE SIDES WITH CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGES IN MAJOR LGBT CASE 

 
In 2021, a group of LGBT stu-

dents filed a lawsuit requesting the 
court to overturn a government rule 
that gave a religious exemption from 
Title IX, a law which prohibits dis-
crimination based on sex in the edu-
cation programs and activities of 
schools receiving federal funds. The 
current administration went even 
further to interpret Title IX as ban-
ning not only discrimination based 
on sex, but also based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity. 
Such a ruling would have forced 
faith-based institutions to choose be-
tween their biblical beliefs and fed-
eral tuition assistance for students. A 
group of Christian colleges argued 
that the loss of this religious exemp-
tion would force them to abandon 
biblical beliefs and would harm stu-
dents who rely on federal funding to 
attend. The judge sided with the 
Christian colleges and let the reli-
gious exemption stand. While this 
result is encouraging, Christians 
should be aware that these types of 
battles will continue. 

 
OPENNESS TO GOD 

 
Admittedly, the United States 

has experienced some turbulent 
times: 9-11, recession, Covid pan-
demic, and social/political upheaval. 
After all of this, a majority of U.S. 
adults are expressing a desire for a 
spiritual dimension to their lives.  

An October 2022 Barna survey 
of 2,000 U.S. adults found that: 80% 
say they think there is a spiritual or 
supernatural dimension to the 
world; 74% say they want to grow 
spiritually; 77% say they believe in a 
higher power; and 44% say they are 
more open to God today than be-
fore the pandemic.  

During a time when religious af-
filiation and church attendance have 
declined, there has been an increase 
in “spiritual openness and curiosity.” 
Christians need to find ways to take 
advantage of this in order to minister 
in this environment.
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Having an accountability partner can be a powerful 
tool to help the serious Christ-follower develop a vi-

brant, authentic relationship with God. It can also be a 
colossal waste of time when paired with the wrong per-
son, done in the wrong way, or carried out with the 
wrong motives.  

When thinking about who to choose as an account-
ability partner, there are some important questions you 
should ask yourself. (This is not an exhaustive list and is 
not necessarily in any specific order.) 

 
 
Have I prayed for guidance? Remember that 
God knows you better than you do! He knows 
who you will mesh with and who will help push 
you toward Him. Ask Him for wisdom during the 
process, and courage as you move forward. 
 
 
 
Am I serious about being accountable? Are 
you ready to be open and honest with yourself 
and with someone else? Are you willing to answer 
hard questions even if they make you look bad? If 
the answer to either of these questions is “no,” 
you’re wasting your time. Accountability doesn’t 
work if you’re not honest. 
 

 
Am I currently walking in obedience to God? 
This is not referring to things you are unsure 
about, but things that you know clearly you 
should or shouldn’t do. Is there any known dis-
obedience in your life or any areas in which 
you’ve avoided complete obedience? Don’t ex-
pect further guidance from God if you’re not 
doing your best to obey Him already. 
 
 
 
Is this person trustworthy? Does he/she un-
derstand what is and is not appropriate to share 
with others? The person with whom you share 
your heart must be someone you can trust and 
someone who will keep you safe. He/she needs 
to understand that some things should never be 
repeated, but that others may need to be di-
vulged if they involve harm to yourself or others. 
 
 
 
Am I comfortable with this person? Along 
with being a safe person, is this someone with 
whom you are comfortable enough to be your-
self? Can you open up to him/her about what is 
really going on in your life? 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

     Ten Questions to Consider 
 Wהn Ch ng  Acco t il y P tn  
 
 
 by Sonja Vernon 
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TO THE EDITOR

(continued from page 10) 
 
I so enjoyed the article by Dr. Jewel Smith 

[December 2022, p.5]. I may be a little partial 
since I am her sister! 

RUTH E. (SMITH) TAYLOR 
GBS Librarian, 1980-89 

Mexico, MO 
 
I am thankful for God’s Revivalist and what 

it stands for. We were glad to read that Rev. 
Paul Gray preached in your fall revival. We re-
member when he sang with his parents as a 
very young boy. 

RAY & ESTHER THOMPSON 
Greenup, IL 

  
What a beautiful and well-done Christmas 

edition of God’s Revivalist! I am a high school 
alumnus (HS ’50). I came to GBS at 14 years of 
age, with Michigan-dairy-farm work ethics. GBS 
allowed me to sharpen my work skills. I am a 
Korean War veteran. After the war I worked 
over 39 years at Hallmark Cards, Inc. before re-
tiring at the age of 58. I then went into property 
investment and am, at 89, still very active in it. 
God has allowed me a very good life. I am a 
sinner saved by His grace. Amen. My wife and I 
have been married for over 70 years.  

EUGENE (GENE) REDING 
Lawrence, KS 

  
I was opening God’s Revivalist online [Janu-

ary/February 2022] to read through the obitu-
aries. As I scrolled down a page, I stopped 
because I saw the editor’s column with a photo 
of his father on it. He described “to a T” the 
man I was acquainted with for 12 years in the 
WV District of the Wesleyan Church! I was priv-
ileged to serve under his superintendency. 

I have a very warm spot in my memory of 
Elmer Farmer. He was kind and warm—patient. 
I have never forgotten all that he did for me. He 
was a saint, and though I am not his blood, I 
miss him. It was a privilege to know him and to 
serve under him. 

MATT ALFORD (BRE ’73) 
Rustburg, VA 
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 Is this person spiritually mature enough to keep 
me accountable? Think about whether it is best for 
you to work with a peer or an older mentor. There may 
be appropriate times for both. However, whomever 
you choose must be someone who is consistently 
walking a path toward spiritual maturity and is serious 
about helping you on your walk with Christ. 
 
 
 
Is this person able to confront me? While you 
don’t want to partner with someone who is constantly 
pointing out every little fault, you do want to be ac-
countable to someone who isn’t afraid to ask hard 
questions and will hold your feet to the fire when ap-
propriate. Accountability won’t work without it! 
 
 
 
Is this someone who will pray with and for me? 
Does this individual know the value of prayer? Is this 
someone you can call when you’re struggling—some-
one you know will be quick to pray with you? 
 
 
 What style of accountability am I interested in 
pUrsuing? Will you meet regularly or only check in 
as needed? Will there be a set list of questions you 
cover, or will it be freeform each time? Whom you 
choose may be impacted by the type of accountability 
for which you are looking. Be aware that only cover-
ing a checklist every week may not be the best choice 
if you’re looking for a transformational experience. 
 
 
 Is this person also held accountable by 
someone? Beware of those who are happy to hold 
you accountable but are not themselves open to ac-
countability. 

 
 

The practice of accountability should be a joyous ex-
perience of walking the Christian journey with a brother or 
sister who can help you avoid pitfalls and danger zones. 
Learning together, worshipping together, laughing together, 
and crying together may all be part of the process. Someone 
who has your back and will care enough to practice tough 
love when necessary is essential to a successful experience. 
Who do you want to travel with you? Choose wisely! 
 
Sonja Vernon is Vice President for Student Affairs at God’s Bible School.
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8.

9.

10.



GBS alumni are encouraged to submit 
updates on the their lives and current 
ministries. —KF 
 
 NOTABLE ALUMNUS 
MAKES FINAL JOURNEY 
 

Former Missouri State Senator 
David Doctorian, 88, of Macon, 

MO, died peacefully on Thursday, 
January 12, 2023. Throughout his 
extraordinary life, David was an im-
migrant, educator, ordained minis-
ter, state senator, and farmer who 
served God, his family, and his coun-

try with tremendous 
energy and purpose. 
After suffering a severe 
stroke in 2016, his 
wife Phyllis faithfully 
cared for him at home 
where he was sur-
rounded by family and 
life on the farm. 

David was born in 
Tyre, Lebanon, on 
November 9, 1934, to 
Mary and Paul 
Doctorian, who fled 
Armenia as children to 
escape the genocide against 
Christians by the Ottoman Empire. 
He and his five siblings lived in the 
poverty-stricken Armenian Christian 
Quarter of Jerusalem. Unable to af-
ford school, David dropped out at 
age twelve and shined shoes to pay 
for a tutor. At 15, he won a scholar-
ship to the Melkonian Educational 
Institute in Cyprus, a boarding school 
for children of Armenian refugees. 

His dream of studying in the 
United States came true in 1954 
when he was offered a work schol-
arship at God’s Bible School,   
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JOURNEY TO AMERICA 
 

David Doctorian’s grandparents were 
all executed for refusing to convert to 
Islam during the Armenian Genocide 
(1915-1918) and his orphaned parents 
only narrowly escaped death them-
selves as children. David’s father was 
rescued from a death march by a 
Turkish soldier who recognized him as 
the son of his family’s physician, and 
the soldier delivered him to a Muslim 
family to become a slave. David’s 
mother had a similar story. Both mi-
raculously survived their ordeals and 
were taken to an orphanage in Beirut, 
Lebanon. During high school, David 
was encouraged to immigrate to 
America by a childhood friend who 
was enrolled at GBS. David applied to 
the college and was accepted on a 
full-work scholarship. Arriving in New 
York Harbor aboard the Queen Mary 
on October 17, 1954, he had $5 left in 
his pocket from $300 he had bor-
rowed to make the trip. When he 
asked how far it was to Cincinnati, the 
porter smiled and said, “About 850 
miles.” He was surprised; on the map, 
New York and Cincinnati had looked 
so close! Through a series of prov-
idential events, David soon did arrive 
at 1810 Young Street, Cincinnati. 
While a student, he attended classes 
from 8 a.m. until noon and worked for 
the Revivalist Press as a mechanical 
folder operator from 1-6 p.m. 

     Future Missouri State Senator David Doctorian operates the Revivalist Press mechanical folder as a GBS student.

 
President Ronald Reagan and Senator David Doctorian



by Sonja Vernon 
 
 
SOMEONE WORTH COPYING  
 
“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 

—1 Corinthians 11:1 (ESV) 
 

Does that strike you as bold? Imagine someone said 
this to you, and they were absolutely serious: 

“Watch me. Do what I do. I’ll show you how to walk 
like Jesus.” Would you laugh incredulously? Would it 
give you hope? Would you take that person up on the 
offer? Your answer is likely that it would depend on who 
was saying it. That makes all the difference, doesn’t it? 
Do you know someone you would be willing to imitate? 
More importantly, if others copied you, would they be 
copying Christ? When Jesus said to go and make dis-
ciples in Matthew 28, He was referring to a hands-on 
experience. He sent His followers out to show people 
how to live. Still today this Great Commission extends 
to all His followers. None of us is exempt. None of us is 
afforded a sideline view of the race of life. Our job is to 
step onto the track, find a fellow runner, and say, “Follow 
me; I’ll lead you to Jesus. Copy me; I’ll teach you to run 
like Him.” Is this job too big? Of course, it is. Is it impos-
sible in our own strength? Absolutely. But the same Jesus 
who sent us out to make disciples also said in the next 
breath, “And behold, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.” We’re not doing it alone. Do you want to 
be someone worth imitating? Get serious about copying 
Jesus; realize that dependence on His Holy Spirit is not 
optional; and step-by-step, action-by-action, imitate the 
Author and Finisher of our faith. Then you too can say 
to others, “Copy me while I copy Jesus.” 
 
Sonja Vernon is Vice President for Student Affairs at God’s Bible School.
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Cincinnati, OH. He went on to earn a bachelor of arts 
in education at Azusa Pacific University, then accepted 
a high school teaching position in north Missouri. A 
teacher by day, a student by night, he earned both a 
bachelor of science in education and a master degree 
in history from Kirksville State Teachers College 
(Truman State University). 

He met Phyllis Taylor while attending church, and 
they married on August 12, 1959. Over the next 20 
years, David taught American history, civics, French, 
world history, and philosophy at South Shelby High 
School before also teaching at Moberly Area Com-
munity College. He earned a master degree in political 
science from the University of Missouri in 1973, com-
pleting his doctoral coursework there in 1976. 

While researching his dissertation in political 
science, he was invited to run for the Missouri Senate’s 
28th District and won, a seat he held from 1977 to 
1991. During this time, he and Phyllis reared their four 
children on their farm near Macon. 

In 1974, David was asked to preach and provide 
pastoral services at Plevna Christian Church in Knox 
County following the departure of their pastor. Three 
Sundays later, David was invited to become the full-time 
minister. David served the congregation for forty years, 
retiring in 2014. 

From 1993 to 1997, David served on the GBS staff 
as special assistant to the president under both Bence 
Miller and Michael Avery. 

In 2011, he published his memoir, My Life Journey: 
From the Streets of Jerusalem to the Halls of the Missouri 
Senate as a gift to his children, grandchildren, and ex-
tended family. He described the day he became a U.S. 
citizen in 1963 as one of the proudest days of his life. 
David possessed an immigrant’s optimism: “So far, so 
good,” he often said at the end of the day, “Let’s see 
what tomorrow will bring.” David consistently exhibited 
an attitude of thankfulness, finding a reason to be thank-
ful regardless of the circumstances. 

David was preceded in death by his parents; 
brothers George, Samuel, and Philip; brother-in-law 
Garbis Der-Yeghiayan; niece, Asdghig; nephew, Danny; 
and in-laws Frank and Georgia (DeeDoo) Taylor. He is 
survived by his wife of 63 years, Phyllis; daughters Sherry 
Hayden, Sonya Doctorian, and Susan Kyrillos; son David 
Shain; five grandchildren, Max Kyrillos, Georgia Kyrillos, 
Elayna Doctorian, Evan Doctorian, and Josie Doctorian 
Hayden; sisters Angela Der-Yeghiayan and Sela Ekmek-
jian; sisters-in-law Mary Doctorian, Naomi Doctorian, 
and Seta Doctorian; brother-in-law Garry Taylor; and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 

Funeral Services were held at the First Christian 
Church in Macon, MO, with burial following at Hillcrest 
Memorial Gardens Cemetery.



SYMPHONIC WIND AND STRING 
ENSEMBLE SPRING TOUR 2023 
 
Wednesday, March 29, 2023 | 7:00 PM 
Beech Grove Independent Nazarene Church 
5152 Hornet Ave., Beech Grove, IN 46107  
Pastor Don Bates Jr. | (765) 729-2270 
 
Thursday, March 30, 2023 | 7:00 PM 
Faith Church 
2111 N. Willow Rd., Urbana, IL 61801 
Pastor Dr. Marsh Jones | (217) 344-5540  
 
Friday, March 31, 2023 | 7:00 PM 
Moberly Independent Holiness Church 
349 Woodland Ave., Moberly, MO 65270 
Pastor Terrie Hay | (660) 263-2311 
 
Saturday, April 1, 2023 | 6:00 PM 
(note the time) 
  Bible Holiness Church 
616 N. 13th St.  
Independence, KS 67301 
Pastor Chad Snider | (620) 330-2398 

 
Sunday, April 2, 2023 | 10:45 AM 
Parkway Church of God Holiness 
1111 State St. 
Fort Scott, KS 66701 
Pastor Nathan Bryant | (620) 223-6870 

 
Sunday, April 2, 2023 | 6:00 PM 
Mt. Zion Church of God Holiness 
O' Bryan St. (note: there is no street number)  
Ava, MO 65608 
Mr. Alex Fourman | (417) 554-0018 

For Updates On Tour Information, Visit www.gbs.edu/news-events/musictours/ 


